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Gelectisns from Ita Jinsai (1627-1705), Rongo kogi (The Original
Meaning of the [Confucian] Analects

[Analects:] "The eastern and northern barbarians who possess rulers
are [very much] unlike the Middle Kingdom [China] which lacks one.
[Ito Jinsai's gloss:] Confucius was extremely attentive
to the slightest change in customs of the times.... What
a tremendous change he notes here! Although the states of
China are supposedly that area of the world where ritual
and righteousness exist, he says that China does not
measure up to the barbarians. That is why he wrote the
Spring and Autumn Annals.... In it;, he called
"barbarian" any Chinese lord who adopted alien rituals,
and he treated as part of the "Middle Kingdom" any alien
who advanced to adopt the rituals of the Middle Kingdom.
Confucius praised the good as good, and hated the evil as
evil. How can this distinction [of eivilized and
barbarian] be [arbitrarily] applied tc Chinese and

barbarian peoples? (p. 32)

(Analects:] The Master wanted to settle amongst the nine barbarian
tribes of the east. Someone said, "But could you put up with their
uncouth ways?" The Master said, "A gentleman once settled there,
so what uncouthness can there be?"

[ITto Jinsai's gloss:] Confucius once said, "The
barbarians with their ruler are [very much] unlike the
Middle Kingdom which lacks one." From this we can see

that he long held the nine barbarian tribes close to his
heart. The present passage and the lament he uttered in
the "put to sea on a raft" passage [gucted and analyzed
below] are identical in meaning.

No matter where under Heaven or where on earth [they
may live], all men are equally men. Even a barbarian, if
he but possesses ritual and rightecusness, is a part of
the Middle Kingdom. Even a Chinese, should he lack
ritual and righteocusness, cannot escape being barbarian.
Shun was born an eastern barbarian and King Wen of Chou
was born a western barbarian, but their being aliens made
no difference [to their becoming sages]. Though the
countries of the nine barbarian tribes [which include
Japan] are far away, none lies outside the universe.
their inhabitants possess the ordinary nature of all
other men. Indeed, their simplicity 1s always that of
faithfulness, while [Middle Kingdom] Civilization 1s
often that of falsity. No wonder Confuclus "wanted to
settle amongst” them. (pp. 137-138}

[Analects:] The Master said, "The Way is not being carried ocut; I
shall put to sea on a raft. The one who would follow me will
surely be Yu."

[Iteo Jinsai's gloss:] This passage means the same as the

"The Master wanted to settle amongst the nine barbarian

tribes of the east" passage [quoted and analyzed above].
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It surely represents Confucius's long—-cherished
aspiration. [In China] at that time, rulers were foolish
and ministers acted haughtily, so Confucius had no place
to go [to implement his ideals]). Hence he wished "to put
to sea on a raft" and morally transform island barbarians
so that their customs would be those of [Middle Kingdom]
ritual and righteousness. Here we see the Sage's heart,
which seeks to transform morally the entire world....
Emperor Jimmu's first year of rule upon founding our
nation corresponds to the seventeenth year of the Chou
emperor King Hui's reign [660 B.C.]. But here in Japan
the statuses of sovereign and minister have been strictly
upheld down to the present day. We revere our sovereigns
as though they were Heaven, and we honor them as though
they were divinities. Truly, in this respect China is
not our egual. (p-138)

[Analects:] Tzu-kung said, "I do not suppose Kuan Chung [7th-
century B.C. minister in state of Ch'i who ruled by force and would
later be considered the father of "Legalism" in China] was a
benevolent man. ©Not only did he not die for Prince Chiu, but he
lived to help Duke Huan of Ch'i [r. 685-643 B.C.], who had the
Prince killed." The Master said, "Kuan Chung helped Duke Huan to
become the leader of the feudal lords and to rectify all under
Heaven. To this day, the common pecple still enjoy the benefit of
his acts. Had it not been for Kuan Chung, we might well be wearing
our hair down and folding our robes to the left...."

[Ito Jinsai's gloss:] The benefit received [by Confucius

and his people] was that they did not become barbarian;

the righteous meaning of distinctions between ruler and

minister, and father and son remained intact.... In the

Warring States pericd [403-221 B.C.], the common people's

suffering was extreme: Only because of Kuan Chung could

they nonetheless remain '"people of Middle Kingdom

Civilization." If not for Kuan chung, they would have

become "a barbarian people...." (p. 212)
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