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510 THE TOKUGAWA PERIOD
for it contains the poctry of those who witnessed the most stunning
changes in Japanese history: the downfall of the imperial and Fujiwara
aristocracy before the rise of the military clans.

Unfriendly critics of Motoort have insinuated that he took up the study
of National Learning because it offered easier chances of recognition than
the already overcrowded field of Confucian studies, but this seems clearly
untrue, His work represented at once o continuation of the Shinto re-
vival initiated by such men as Kamo Mabuchi, and a sharp reaction to
the Confucian thought prevalent in Japan during the eighteenth century.
The work of carlier scholars ol National Learning led Motoori to devore
years of his life w an intensive study of the Japanese classics, just as the
very different activities of Confucianists (some of whom tried to explode
on rational grounds the mythology of Shinto) led him to seek refuge ina
kind of sublime irrationalism, He managed on both scores to touch upon
certain aspects of the Japanese wemperament, as revealed in the literacure
and in popular worship, which had never been sausfied by Confucianism.
The preference of the Japanese for love poetry rather than didactic verse,
and for gentle reflections on the evanescence of beauty rather than specu-
fatinns on the nature of good and evil, was not enly justified bur exalied
by Motoori, as demonstrating the inadequacy of rationalism. It remained,
however, for later men with fewer scruples than Motoori to make of this
combination of irrationality and National Learning the instrument of

fanatical nationalism.

..I_I_III]

KADA AZUMAMARO
Petition for the Establishment of a School of National Learning

This memornal submiteed 1o the Shopun Yeshimune in 1728, withour contest
m_..m the ,_“_:n:ru# of the orthodox Neo-Confucian schoal, :_qﬁnu_m for the crea-
tion of a school which would rescue traditional Japanese literature from ob
livion, The unquestioned prestige of Chinese learning at the ume is auesied
by the very form of the memorial itselfs it is in an extremely omate style of
classical Chinese, surleited with obscure allusions 1o the Chinese classics—
the farthest thing from the native language and literature Kada wished o re-
vive, Even more significant is his adaptation of Neo-Confucianism principles 1o
his own purpose, Thus he uses the slogan of the Confucian revival in the
Sung dynasty, “Restore the Ancient Order (or Way)" (Ch. fu-ka, Jap. fukke)
o justify a kind of Japanese neo-classicism, [n Kada's mind, however, it is

“shinke  Nahurs+ TELTS ™

SHINTO REVIVAL 5L
clear that these classical studies must be literary and philoiogical in nature,
for the Ancient Way can enly be rediscovered through textual research.

It is important to note, incidentally, how this text reflects the prevailing
view that loyalty to the shogun and to the emperor go hand-in-hand. There is no
suppestion of a conflict of interests or suthority such as arose in the nineteenth

century,

|From Kada zensha, 1, 1-6]
Respectfully submitted, craving your bountiful favor in promoting the
creation of a school of Nauonal Learning. 1 bow my head in awe and
wepidation; vile and base as I am, [ abjectly offer my words.

Tokugawa leyasu rose in Mikawa Provinee and soon succeeded in
assuming command of the various daimyo to bring peace to the nation.
All were as grass before the wind; who could surpass him? Changes
brought about by his renewing of the country first led 1o the establishment
of the Kabunkan,! which has grown and prospered. What could he
added to it?

Enlightened rulers have successively ascended to power, and the lit-
crary pursuits have grown increasingly splendid; their refulgence shines
ever Farther, The military arts are more perfected than ever; how noble
and accomplished they are! Could the love of the Kamakura rulers for
sabriety compare to this? Could the respect of the Muromachi family
fur literature be mentioned on the same day? In keeping with this age
of grear peace, Heaven has sent us a generous and benevolent ruler® The
country has witnessed the mild rule vouchsafed by his innate gifts. Na
alented men are withour emplay; the court is thronged with upright
men. Above he respects the emperor and devotes himself to effecting a
government without deceir, Below he cherishes the daimyo, who offer
him tribute, Because his policies are perfected and he has leisure for other
pursuits, he has turned his mind to ancient studies; when the teachings
m them are not complete he gives profound study w the rule of the men
of old. He buys rare books for a thousand pieces of gold, The cele
brated scholurs of the nation, following his example, search for rare and
forgotten books. Visitors of unusual talent from all over the world Aock
w his court. . . .

Everywhere now Confucian studies are followed, and every day the

cal Hayashi schoel of Nen-Confucianwm founded in 1630 by a grant of lond

froes the Shugun lemnisu,
*The Shogun Yoshimune § (68g-1751)
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