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MISSIONS IN THE
EARLY MODERN AGE

The second half of the fifteenth century, and the first half of the
ixteenth, brought about a series of changes in the religious, cultural,
political, and economic life of Europe. Although many of these changes
had their roots in earlier events, the fact that they all converged in a
es historians in claiming that a new age was
dawning in European history. In 1453, the Ottoman Turks took the
city of Constantinople and thus put an end to the long history of the
Byzantine Empire. Although for several centuries Constantinople had
been losing its importance as a missionary center, from that date on,
that importance was practically nil. At the same timé, explorers from
western Europe, particularly from Portugal and Spain, began discover-
ing new lands and new routes to lands that were already known. In

1492, Christopher Columbus reached what is now called the Ameri-
¢as. In 1497 and 1498, Vasco da Gama reached India by sailing around
e Ferdinand Magellan and

A.frica. It was only twenty-four years befor ' _
h'1s successor, Juan Sebastidn del Cano, completed the circumnaviga-
ton of the Earth. These voyages opcned new horizons for Europ.e, and
Particularly for Spain and Portugal. Such new horizons: J'Oifled .W‘th th‘;
llof Constantinople, completely changed the geographlc picture ©
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which would now set out from the Ibe

cas and Africa. TRy,

pistian expansio T
scu}lla roward both the Amer! .
In Europe itself, there were social 'al?d .theologica] chap, "
could have led one to believe that Christianity would no, be ab,
undertake the vast missionary task that these new discoverieg Pl"wz
before it. The ancient political unity of Europe was being ¢,
nationalism grew. The philosophical unity of the high point of SCh:
lasticism had disappeared under the attacks of nominalisp, Eodg
astical unity itself had suffered the consequences of a series of ey
that weakened the authority of Rome. First came the papacys ey
Avignon, then the Great Western Schism, and finally the Conclizsy
movement. The moral life of many of the leaders of the church yy
questionable, as many reforming voices in the fifteenth century by
repeatedly stated. As a result, there were many in the universities a
other centers of study and reflection asking themselves whether e
church was being faithful to the gospel or, on the contrary, its theolog
and practice had perverted the Christian message.

All of this came to a head in the Protestant Reformation oft
sixteenth century, when leaders such as Luther and many othersan
in protest against Roman theology and practice. The ensuing diviio
is well known, and one would have wondered whether this would 2

weaken the missionary thrust of European Christianity as it faced 17
geographic horizons,

huml;ili: wa's the time of the Renaissance in Iraly and the gro:dl;f
focus onz § northf: m Europe. The Italian Renaissance €0
Histoy du:ssmal antquity, with the result that the period in E“fol:::
with disda] 8 vhich .Chrisﬁanif}’ had been dominant was oﬁet}’ f
I~for which reasop it was dubbed the “Middle A% asdl

it Wete an irre] : W0
evant time b, . ¢
) Ctwi i rnity.
of humaniss @ cen antiquity and modernity e

. as Erag i e
ancient Chriggan g mus and his many colleagues sho™ e
ocuments, including g cripture, had been cor
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by che manuscript tradition and misinterpreted by the theological tra-
diioﬂ- With the invention of the movable type printing press, it was
for all of these new ideas to penetrate much farther thap they

casier .
rlier time.

could have done at an ea

These changes in European life posed a great challenge for Chris-
ianity: would it be able to face the opportunities opened by the new
discoveries and geographic horizons, or would it simply become a relic

of times past?

During the eatly years of the Modern
wete the work of Roman Catholics. Protestant missions came onto the
scenc later. Therefore, one couE | say that the time berween the six-
reenth and the eighteenth centuries is characterized by Roman Catho-
lic geographic expansion and theological reflection on mission. As for
Eastern Christianity, it continued existing in the same areas where it
was already present, and it was only Russian Christianity that managed

to extend into new areas.

istian missions

A. Catholic Missions

1. Reasons for Catholic Preponderance and
Protestant Limitations

The missionary task takes place within the geopolitical, economic,
cultural, and religious conditions of nations. In the case of the Modern
Age, several factors contributed to Roman Catholic preponderance:

(2) The geographical advantage of Catholicism

~ Asaresult of the Reconquista, in Spain and Portugal, the nacional
fd_emit}’ of Catholic countries was closely related to Roman Cathol-
'sm. These two were the dominant naval powers during the early
?odem Age. When they began losing some of that power, l't was

fance that took the lead in Catholic missionary advance. e 1.s ot
surprising that in countries that had constant exchanges with distant
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areas in the Americas and the Far East, missionary intereq, N |
swakened. Furthermore; both Spain and Portugal considereq fhl:ld}’f |
t :

Jnsion of Christianity was one of the main reasong justifyi,
onquests. Protestantism, in cong 8 the

|

exp _
military and economic ¢ ' at, wagly,
in the center of Europe, 1n areas with no coasts or wigh very | n |

inig |

naval power. When it made headway in Holland, England, , L5 |
dinavia, these were not naval powers. The high point of SCandinﬁm
maritime expansion had past, and the time had not ye come fo::

British or the Dutch.

(b) Military and political advantage |

The sixteenth century marked the beginning of the great colony
expansion of Portugal and Spain, which became rich with the gold
other products imported from their new colonies and therefore gainf
hegemony in Europe. Thus, although the colonial enterprise requird

vast human resources, these two Catholic powers were able to face was
of religion in other parts of Europe without their own existence beir
threatened and never saw the wars of religion as a matter of sunivl
In the case of Spain, the recently achieved national unity had a st
dose of a sense of mission, of a historic destiny to defend and expand
the Catholic faith. The other great European power that by that tint
had achieved national unity and vied with Spain for hegemony over th
continent was France, also a Catholic country.

threatened

In contrast, during its early years, Protestantism was

with annihilation by military and political pressure coming from al
great powers of Europe. Germany and Switzerland, the early &1 |
of the Protestant movement, were not yet unified. At the beginniré’
;he .Rcif:l)rmation, the emperor was His Catholic Majesty Ch® b
The Scani{- yet to gain their independence from the Spansh Crotoo
far away to“ilavlaln countries, which soon became Protestan® Wercdeﬂ
ntervene actively in the struggle, and it was only 5%

|
|

)
!
I
|
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ales dership of King Gustavus Vasa, that eventually was able
uﬂdef . ilitary power © bear. As for England, the very survival of
o bring 1% 1+ in the kingdom was in doubt for a long time, and in any
Protestaﬂlt;; { was ot yet one of the great European powers. For these
gP otestantism Was constantly threatened by the wars of reli-
reasons,h i Roma Catholicism was able both to participate in those
.orsn,a\:dlm employ resources for missionary and military intervention
war

in distant lands.

cases En

(c) Catholic unity
There is no doubt that one of Catholicism’s advantages over Prot-

was its own inner unicy. Although Catholicism was not the

estantism
m to believe, it did

monolithic body that sometimes Protestants see
have the capacity to coordinate its action. Thus, on several occasions,

Rome became the arbiter between Catholic powers secking to establish
their influence in one of the new territories. Also, although missionary
expansion took place mostly through the work of the religious orders
and of military conquerors, Rome was able to offer certain general
directions and also to establish organisms such as the Sacra Congregatio
de Propaganda Fide. The Propaganda—as it is usually known—founded
in Rome in 1622, continued existing into the twenty-first century. Its
function was to serve as an instrument overseeing all missionary work,
addressing not only non-Christians but also Protestants and other non-
Catholics. It soon developed a college where young men from various
;Oumr.ies were trained as missionaries, and its printing press published
t:(t)hké l[:;s?:ldmdc of languages. This organization contributed much
ary work of the Roman Catholic Church.

In ¢ ;

- ontrast, for centuries Protestants were not able to develop 2
rdin, .. ..
s :led approach to missionary work, for they were deeply divided
n -
at tlg1 ' emselves. Furthermore, many Protestants were convinced

eir miss; = . .
theref Mission consisted in reforming the church as whole and
clore devoted thej ; . tholici d
eir energies to combating Roman Catholicism an
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often even to debating among themselves the nature of the refy

Mg
that the church as a whole needed. Aty

(d) The continuation of an ongoing thrust

For Roman Catholicism, missionary work was simply the congy
ation of a movement that had existed throughout all s hisror“,:{.
had gained impetus with the founding of the mendicant order in the
thirteenth century. There were many treatises showing the need gng
urgency of missionary work, and some dealing also with its methods
In contrast, Protestantism, in its eagerness to return to Scripture, y
often forced to question all that it had received from earlier tradit
and to rebuild all of its theology and practice. In consequence, t
ancient arguments for missionary work were questioned. Luther hin-
self even declared that the commandment of Jesus to preach the gogpd
throughout the world was given only to the apostles, who had alrafy
fulfilled it. It is true that as Protestantism began feeling more secue
in Germany, Luther began thinking about missionary work amorg
neighboring non-Christians, that is, the Turks and Jews. Buc evensh
Luther believed that the Great Commission no longer applied. Th
greatly hampered the missionary task of Protestantism, unti the poli:
cal and religious situation in which Protestants lived began t0 changs
and other leaders began offering a different interpretation of the G

Commission.

(e) Monastic orders

Luther and almost all Protestants rejected monasticism ape®
sion of the gospel. Since Protestants insisted on salvation by grac®
not by works, the very notion of the monastic life as 2 Pa’dcula.r w.ol
for on€’s salvation was abhorrent to them. However, in flatly e
monasticism, the Reformation deprived itself of one of the m.OSI o
ful and tried missionary instruments. Throughout the entir¢ h]s.w[[);d

the church, and particularly during the Middle Ages: wc_s/
138

Missions in the Early Modern Age

the main agents in preaching the gospel to nonbelievers. Even in
n the < arcas where Christianity was imposed politically or
i cily, it was always the monks who followed the soldiers and who,
milicartlys nscruction and preaching, turned what had been a forced
kel o a genuine one. By ridding itself of monasticism, Prot-
d it necessary to discover and create new instruments

1d take centuries, and the eventual result would

bee
(;hC case Of tho

conversion int

ssrantism foun

for mission. This wou nd th
often show certain affinities with monasticism itself.

2. Spanish Missions
(a) The religious unification of Spain

Although the last area in Spain under Muslim rule disappeared in
1492 with the capitulation of Granada, this does not mean that all the
population of the land was Christian. There were still large Jewish and
Muslim minorities. That very year, 1492, the monarchs ordered that
all Jews who refused to be baptized must leave Spain. Although many
did accept baptism, this immediately raised the question of the sincer-
ityof their conversion. This in turn increased the power and activity
of the Inquisition, whose main task was to discover among the “new
Christians” those who were still Jewish in their faith. The hatred of the
Spanish Christian population for the marranos—literally, “pigs"—as
Jews converted to Christianity were commonly called, increased and
therefore many left for other countries in Europe or in North Africa.

Spaj:hj;iv[usg_m population was concentrated in the southern areas of
ISlam.wO :lzrbmg to the terms of the surrender of Granada in 1492,
but Car. dinal ;jmlerated. For some time this agreement was follov.ved,
Were an unf; 'mencs de Cisneros, convinced that these mnc§51ons
the Mg orglvab.le weakness, began demanding the conversion of

*IM population. Rebellions were mercilessly crushed. Finally, in

1524,
to acoecharles V expelled from Spain all Muslims who were not ready
\Mm' Even so, the maoriscos—as converted Muslims were
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called—posed a similar problem to that of Jewish convyer
the Inquisition intervened. In 1567, Philip II issued ap ed’i:t“s s°f)n
ding the moriscos to keep their particular customs, CIOthing’ an‘:;bld.
guage, and ordering them to adapt to Spanish custom, Fyrep,, lap.
the Spanish crown issued laws prohibiting former Jews of M u’??re,
from traveling to the Americas. After a series of rebel]

ions ang .
sacres, in 1609, those moriscos who clung to their ¢

raditiong| Wa

; . , giously unigey
although the imprint of Jewish and Muslim culture would st p, fel;

in the art and customs of the Spanish population, and this wouyld often
lead to suspicion and persecution from the Inquisition.

were expelled from Spain. Thus the kingdom was reli

(b) The Americas

Surprisingly, even before the last Jewish and Muslim residues in the
country were assimilated, Spain undertook the task of taking its powe,
faith, and culture to lands several times more extensive than Spain itself,

e first i tury witnessed an unprcce@ccd
“umigration in which the Spanish population poured into thc,lcs‘tf:m
. Hemisphere. The various factors leading to this are still debated among

historians, but one may affirm that Spain moved into the New World
under the impulse of three intertwined motivations that made it pos-
sible for the most dissimilar spirits to join in a common venture: glory
gold, and God. For those who soughzmﬂnﬁ‘:”w
World offered an opportunity to conquer empires never before unag»
ined. Those who simply wished to become rich found in the “Indis
legends of great treasures. Finally, the existence of vast lands W}.‘cm e
gospel had not been preached attracted those for whom religion was
the main motivating force, and particularly members of the mont¢
orders—Franciscans, Dominicans, and others.

) .o he
The speed and far-flung outreach of Spanish” expansion 1A% -
New World during the sixteenth century are surprising Colum

; ded
arrived for the first time to these lands in 1492, In 1496, he fou? i
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Santo Domingo de Guzmén on the island that he named
1o, By 1500, Juan de la Cosa published the first map of the
Hispaniol® A Ythc same time, the north of South America and a good
pew Jands: }tlAmeica were being explored. In 1508, Sebastisn de
art of N(?It mnavigated Cuba, thus showing it was not part of the
Qezatpo Cl';;luc expedition of Vasco Nifiez de Balboa, between 1509
o discovered the Pacific Ocean. In 1513, Juan Ponce de Leén
and 1: l,z’plorida, and two years later Juan Dfaz de Solfs reached the
laf1d€ Pllatc- There were numerous expeditions to the coasts of North
‘I:::ica and into the interior of that land, but foremost among them
is that of Alvar Niifiez Cabeza de Vaca, who between 1527 and 1536
maversed the entire continent from Florida to Mexico. Hernando de
Soto went from Florida to the Mississippi in 1539 to 1541. At the
same time, Francisco de Orellana was exploring the basin of the Ama-
zon. These various explorations were inspired by the hope of finding a
route to the East and also by the rich treasures that the native popula-
tion was said to possess.

¢he city of

The irony of the early stages of the process is exemplified in the life
of Christopher Columbus, who thought he had reached the “Indies.”
His was a “discovery” by means of serious navigational errors, For this
reason, the continent does not carry his name but that of Americo

V : .
eSPU-Clo, who proposed that these lands were a new continent, thus
changing the engire worldview of the times.

b ;:enzpk;;ers were follt?wed by conquistadores. The Greater Antil-
et popul:ticr meCh reflstance to Spanish conquest, and soon the
st of g OOTLF Fhese.lslands was subject to new rulers. Eventually,
Conques, thz g at'l(;,n dlSappearc.d.. As centers of operation for future
omingo, i df‘;lms founded cities that still exist: besides Santo
Gty of P Ré;S already been mentioned, in 1508, they founded
lishe, Sentiagy <o (now known as San Juan); in 1514, they estab-
1519, €rnando é Cuba; and 4 year later, Havana was founded. In
ortez landed on the coast of Mexico, and two years
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later the conquest of the Aztec Empire was complete, 4,
failed attempts, Francisco Pizarro and Diego de Almagro l;fdsevem
the final conquest of Perti. After two years, they had taken the erto.ok
city of Cuzco. Although there was soon a civil war between Lhcapngj
porters of Pizarro and those who took Almagro’s side, the cop : sup.
the Incan Empire was already complete. By then, all the maJ'Orqc::t of
of pre-Columbian culture and civilization, except the itorms wtets
in Spanish hands. The conquest of Central America and the Yl,lca:
began in 1523 and took less than twenty years. This, and simily, s
quests in the River Plate, Paraguay, and North America, completed i
vast process of Spanish expansion in the New World. Yet, all thi did
not take place without resistance on the part of the native population
nor without philosophical and theological debate among Christians,

The discoverers and conquistadores were followed by the coloniz-
ers. These did not seck to find new lands, but rather to settle in popu-
lation centers where they could benefit from trade, agriculture, and
especially mining. It was the process of colonization that made the vas
Spanish expansion permanent. Had Hernando Cortez and Francisco
Pizarro not been followed by many men—and later women—who
were willing to settle permanently on the conquered lands, one méy
well imagine that soon the indigenous population would have man-
aged to cast off the Spanish yoke.

MMMN&/W\MM by the Spanish was on¢ of he
mest significant evens i the encie history of Christian expassion T
church was already represented in Columbus’s second voyage: From th:ll
on, as was to be expected given the religious convictions of the S ,
crown and people, there were always priests present in the various X for

. s chee vere alyays prises present n the WHOEE
ing and conquering ex editions, as well as in the n 'SOIEC
of these pricsts—particularly ose who did not belong t© monﬂsua]

orders— - . . it
ds - ited to mirister. : ol
= n wonde er it W 0
. 2
to convert the native po ulation—whom th ey called “In dians” bec®
142
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ught that he had arrived at the Indies. But soon oth-

ded by declaring that such conversion was not only possible
efs 1¢S5 oftlh eobligation oF the Spanish church and crown and that the
e also €

but S he conquest and colonization of the New World was
% indigenous population.
P%pain counted above all on its profound :
grounded in an understanding of the Reconquista that {

Columbus b o

[n order t0

religious spirit,

istoric tas

¢ the histor! i

f:lv us spirit combined with the quest for riches and adventure to
igio

duce and support the vast missionary enterprise of the sixteenth
0 .
the beginning of that century, the mendicant orders, par-

k of Spain almost messianic proportions. That

century. At L. . . .
cularly Franciscans and Dominicans, were numerous in Spain. Spain

sas also the cradle of Ignatius Loyola, and the Society of Jesus—the
Jesuits—had gained many members in that land. These orders—jointly
with the Mercedarians—would be the main instrument of mission in
the New World. Furthermore, from the very beginnings of the con-
quests, the Spanish crown had almost absolute control over the life
of the church in its new possessions. The rights of the Spanish crown
in this regard are called Patronato Real. In 1493, Alexander VI issued )
aseries of five papal bulls granting the rulers of Spain religious and
political authority over all lands that had been discovered or might
be discovered beyond a line of demarcation that was drawn a hun-
dred leagues west of the Azores, and as long as Spain would be sailing
West and the discovered lands were not already in the possession of a
ghri.sdan prince. This was not only a privilege granted to Isabella and
n:i'snsz“li) and their successors—and, in a similar series of bulls, to the
- °ftf1gal, as long as they remained east of the line of demar-
Do " an.d sailed eastward—bu also a missiona obligation that the

T d’tIt? avoid by placing responsibility on the crownic_)isi)iin

O ey ' l}e Popes of the Renaissance who ruled at the time were &
n ested in politics and arts than in religion and had no time or

Cner,
to .
8 10 spare o distant lands.
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Beginning in 1501, the Patronato Rea] alloweq
receive all the benefits and tithes of the new church
responsible for all the expenses of the missionary ep
first episcopal sees were established, Pope Julius I]

the Cry
€5 bug g,

terprise, When d:
gave the Crown
right to propose the names of those who would OCCUpy thep

W gy

as other high ecclesiastical positions. Although the papal by,

of a right of patronage over the new lands, soon Spanish theolof.)0
both in Iberia and in the New World, began speaking of 5 Vicarigy
Regio—a royal vicariate—by which the king was the POPE’s vicar g

New World.

This merger between the interests of the state and the expansiop
of Christianity eventually proved to be problematic. Missions wer
employed as a means to extend Spanish culture and power. On ocg
sion, a mission was founded not so much for the conversion of t
indigenous population as with the purpose of preventing colonizin
by another European power.

Even so, for the Spanish crown, this union between church a
state scemed so natural that the question was never asked, as it wm.dd
be today, of whether the state was making use of the church or
versa. For the Spanish crown, European culture—particularly 5p amsll
culture—was a synonym for Christian faith. Therefore, the Hisp mm
tion of the original American population was for them the same a;':
Christianization. Nor should we leave aside the issues and dcbates.
the Crown had to confront in the tasks of evangelizing that po.p A
Repeatedly the Crown defended the rights of the Indians ag.af "~
who sought to exploit and enslave them. If such official polici®® ‘ashcd,
success and if massacres of the native population went unplun;pm
this was due to the complex relationship between Spain and ° ¢
sentatives in the Western Hemisphere and to the enormou? it
that made it difficult for the Spanish authorities to enforc® e

in the colonies.

r
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Dominicans, Franciscans, Jesuits, and other friars opposed
Maszfitatio“ of the indigenous population by the Spaniards and
the exp.

oh the support of the Crown for more justice. thhc
sought

diocesan clergy that supported the inhumane practices of
segtﬂi%mlfe“\iﬂlsec some examples of this as we look at the
.tf;c COZCIWOr of people such as Fray Bartolomé de Las Casas and Fray
life an

Antonio de Montesinos.

Some of the greatest abuses were committed against the orig'in;'ﬂ
inhabitants of the Greater Antilles, whose culture was relativel)f primi-
iive. The Spanish did not come to these lands in order to cultivate or
farm them with their own hands, and therefore they needed the labor

of the native population. Although legally other names were employed,

the new order turned out to be a form of slavery. All of this was cov-
ered by the mantle of a_missionary goal, so that native people were
“entrusted’—encomendiados—to the colonizers so that, as they worked
for the Spaniards, they would also be instructed in the Christian faith.
The tesulting institution, called encomienda, was a veiled form of slav-

ery, made worse because the encomenderos (the colonizers) did not even

have a financial investment that would encourage them to care for
those who were entrusted to them. The encomenderos did not even try
t0 learn the native languages and simply sought to force the Indians to
produce to the maximum.

Although the encomiendas were established with the approval of
t.he “panish crown, they soon led to debates on the nature of evange-
lization, op the humanil'}’ of the indigenous population, and on their
&eec-iom' Unfor tunately, the Crown was not always aware of the man-
;’:f " which the encomiendas were abused. As far as we know, the

" 10 protest against them was Father Antonio de Montesinos, of
e of St. Dominic. Realizing that his preaching in the New
reair}ij dWas incffectual, Montesinos made certain that his c0fnplain.rs
1513 d.le Spanish court. The result was the Ley de Burgos, 1ssuefi in

Which ied g guarantee justice for the indigenous population.

145

144

P wuisstoms lydei

v

Sawing Oand e phoi by tns

|"‘f Euvo
Lrom




To All Nations from All Nations

Although not abolishing the system of encomiendas, this |
make it clear that the encomendados were not to be yge as
entrusted to a particular colonizer could not be go] d

d that Indian labor should be fairly paid.

AW trieg
slaves,
people N givethat
another, an Nty
As could be expected, the Ley de Burgos was never fully -,
the New World. Even so, it showed that authorities in Spajp Pa}i)dlel:ilIl
to the efforts on the part of the friars to humanize the colonjy| rcgi%d
e,

Once again we are faced by the complex relationship between evangg
sation and conquest, for it is clear that thﬁ_iwm@a d&

an@“ﬂd the efforts on the part of some religio,
leadW form of evangelization. This may serye
as a warning that the missionary enterprise can be polluted by destry
tive ideologies.

Another defender of the Indians, better known than Father Mon-
tesinos, was Fray Bartolomé de Las Casas. Moved by the preaching of
Montesinos, Las Casas decided to join the Dominicans. After givng
up his own encomienda, he sold all his properties in the New Woid
and returned to Spain, secking more just laws in favor of the indig
enous population. In Spain, he was granted the official title of “Ger
eral Protector of the Indians,” and armed with it he returned to the
Antilles. There he was seen as a dreamer who believed that the Indians
were people like the rest and that they could be pacified by loving
means. Seeing that it was impossible to enforce the Jaws defending
the native population, Las Casas returned to Spain, thus beginningﬂ
long series of comings and goings, constantly seeking to improve” i
life of the colonized. In the New World itself, he traveled © Meﬂw
and Per, always intervening to protect the native population. Finalf
in 1542, the Consejo de las Indias—the body in Spain in charge®
colonial matters—issued a series of “New Laws” which graﬂtcd OCE
win rights to the indigenous population. Desperately seeking ©0 e
the native population against an economic system that

146
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crically inevitable, Las Casas suggested that slaves be
on PI'Z
i

aWus could be free. Serving as
brou h ) where his work was exemplary, Las Casas returned
Chiap ::’ ecanted from his carlier suggestion that slaves be
: wher‘:f iecaf and wrote 2 series of treatises on the evangeliza-
d Colonizattion of the New World until he died in 1576.
“ asas—far from being unique in the history of the
le of an attitude that was relatively common.
1 de Zumérraga, a man of vast humanis-
ducation and religious instruction of the
indigenous population. It was through his efforts that the first pri.nt-
ing press Was established in the New World. Some other outstanding
pames that have survived among the hundreds who sought to amelio-
ate the life of the original inhabitants of the New World are Bartolomé
de Olmedo, Eusebio Kino, Luis Cancer, Luis Beltrdn, and Francisco
Solano, There were also some civil authorities who followed similar
policies regarding the indigenous population—foremost among them

The casé of Las C
New World—is an examp
[n Mexico City, Bishop Jua
dc culture, worked for the e

the famous Cabeza de Vaca.

Although the encomiendas continued, the main missionary
method for the expansion of Christianity among native populations
of nomadic customs was the reducciones. In some areas, the popula-
tion lived in very small communities in the countryside and jungles—
$n.1munities that were sometimes limited to a single family. This made
at:; l:izgsil;::;n :;lcry difﬁcx'xlt, an.d even more diifﬁcult was any
. S e > .lel‘ morality, which the ml.SSLOHaIICS also felt was
Coum, he af; ;151 ility. .FOf‘ these reasons, with the support of the

egan bringing these families together into a larger

Commypj
ty that they called a “reduction” or a “mission.”

Ap :
plaa i ﬁoc“‘m ‘fVaS a small village built around the churc d the
g theirllth of it. There the work was supervised by the friars, who
arges crafts and new methods of agriculture. At the same
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rime, they were instructed in the Christian faith, ang i
were supervised in order to bring them closer to wha the f;

ered Christian. There is no doubt that these missions were ‘l'«:fs Congig,
the encomiendas, whose only true result was exploitation, g etter
sions also left much to be desired, particularly because Ofl:he;_l: the .
paternalism and their atrempt to Hispanicize people, upmo;XCessiVe
from their old means of life and not fully preparing them tonf thfm
independently in the new order that was being imposed. This &u:h‘"w
in a cultural, existential, and religious vacuum that eventually bcm:]
a form of genocide. The result was that most of the missions disac
peared when the friars were no longer present to care for them.ThZ
was particularly true in Paraguay, where the Jesuits had established ;
vast network of missions reaching from the north of Argentina to some
1 southern Brazil. When the Jesuits were expelled from
7__another instance of the complex relationships
the colonies, and the Roman church—and the
and other friars proved insufficient to fil te
f the Paraguayan missions

regions i
Spanish lands in 156
among the Crown,
Franciscans, Dominicans,
vacuum left by the Jesuits, the vast majority o
disappeared.

Before beginning that practice in Paraguay,
Dominicans, and Jesuits—es
missions in various lands where the native population had
seminomadic customs. Sometimes the missionaries were .
small groups of soldiers who protected their lives, bu also on occas®®
missionaries went beyond the reach of Spanish powen _
they served as a beachhead. Many of these missionaries died m;fo
tyrs, killed either by those whom they sought to serve of by others™
invaded their lands and took their missions. B

friars from various
cablished simila
nomadicor
escorted by

orders—Franciscans,

» ently &%
The theory was that once these missions Were sufficienty "
of the secular

lished, the friars would leave them in the hands
n to new lands an

] ot 164
ened, for the friars were B

diocesan clergy and would move o
missions. In practice, this rarely happ

7

Missions in the Early Modern Age

missions, and the diocesans were not often inclined to

don theif ) ..
ot ose material benefits were minimal.

& ; h
ke up parishes ¥
uering lands of high civilization such as Mexico or

conq a
When Spanish followed a different missionary policy. The very
d mostly of taking the place of the ancient

¢ of conquest <7 sIste
4 d—who often were also conquerors who oppressed and

lords ?fth;l::a whom they ruled. When this was possible, the new
lers simply w00k the place of the old, and the already-established
production and authority was continued. From the point
politics and economics, this sort of conquest had the great
,dvantage of not disturbing the structures of production and adminis-
ration that were already in existence. For missionaries, it also had the
Jdvantage—although perhaps a superficial and false advantage—that

accustomed as they were to following the orders

the conquered people,
of their superiors, Now seemed to be ready to accept baptism without

PC rus the

gystcm of
of view of

major resistance.
First in Mexico, and then in Perd, hundreds of thousands received |
baptism without having the slightest notion of the meaning of the
tite. At first very few Spaniards bothered to learn the native languages
of America. But beginning with the work of Bishop Zumdrraga in
Maﬂco and Bishop Toribio Alfonso de Mogrovejo in Lima, Christian-
ity b'egan taking root among the earlier inhabitants of these two vast
Snpires; The printing press established by Zumdrraga published books
:ff Sé;f;fal of. the na.tive %anguages in order to teach the true meaning
- lzsﬂamty. Umversxtie's were also founded in Lima and Mexico,
il a; number of .scmmarics whose purpose was to train missio'n
don wouldoni t.he native population. Still, vestiges of the ancient reli-
il n subsist and eventually be revived late in the tw.entieth and
the iﬂterac;i(t,we};lty-ﬁmt century. As we shall see, tod.ay‘ it is clear t!lat
o comple I’lr hf:tween the. native religions and C-hnstlamty was rich
tory of th.e Is has'led historians and missiologists t© refvaluate -the
evangelization of the native peoples in Latin America,
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discovering that the process of evangelization ang Hispay;
. & . .

also a process of religious and cultural interchange, T inch:;m Wy
€s tesis.

. 2 pracrige
African slaves were brought to the Americas in orde

tance as well as the creation of new religious symbols 5

the labor that the Spanish colonizers refused to undert ake.th}?e tIOVidc
of slavery is well known. Apparently, in spite of the growing n‘ag

of African slaves brought to the New World, the church does “O:I:ccbq
to have realized the importance of mission work among thcm,vm

few made it their business to preach the gospel to slaves. This it
rewg@wmm
that was then prevalent, which led many to think that what had g,
There were, however, some Christians who were moved by their fif
to work among slaves and people of African descent. In this regr,
the work of Alfonso de Sandoval is significant, for he wrote an exen
sive book, Instauranda Aethiopium Salute, on the methods, problem

and challenges connected with the evangelization of people of Africn
descent.

Most remarkable, however, was the work of Pedro Claver, a Jest
born in Catalonia who went to the New World and in the city Ofc‘f“'
agena made it his particular mission to visit slaves as they were arith
from Africa. His work, besides preaching and instruction, included
physical care and the nurture of recently arrived slaves who wcrcﬁf

quently ill as a result of the Atlantic crossing and the anguish of thu;
captivity. His work was not grounded in any sense of condesceufllsl‘;c
toward inferior beings, for he was convinced that Africans sho
considered as equal in every respect to Europeans, and as able ®
within the life of the church the same place as white believers:
is no doubt that his work alleviated many sufferings. But therzls ¢
no doubt that he and the handful of other Christians wh.o 'ea
actively involved in the lot of African slaves were isolated witl? f

: , 5 s . pressute
of incomprehension as well as of political and economi¢ pr
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he descendants of the original slaves accepted Christianity,
wentually Jue to any particular missionary work among them, but
(his was 00¢ rendency of slaves to adopt some of the customs and faith
si;ndlpl}.’:i’ni:ers' As in the case of the native population, the Christian
of thet

s in many communities of African descent and still bears the
fairh ex1s

mark of ancient an .. . .
hat even in the ewenty-first century Christianity was searching for its
t eVl

ty within Afro-Latin American cultures.

d of new African religious practices, with the result

identi

Although the foregoing summarizes the main missionary methods
employed by the Spanish in the New World, we must also look at
the development of Christianity in each of the main regions of Latin

America and o Caribbean.

The(Antilles Avere the first lands “discovered” by Columbus, and
therefore 1 there that the colonization and evangelization of the
Western Hemisphere began. The result was that the native population
of the Antilles suffered the worst consequences of the Spanish presence,
and it was there that the regime of the encomiendas was first implanted
and most extensively employed. Since the original inhabitants of the
West Indies were not accustomed to such a life, and since the coloniz-
ers did lirtle to make it any easier for them, the result was the almost
total disappearance of the original population, which survived almost
eclusively in the descendants of Spanish ative women
gﬁ: ‘::Y forcibly took. Therefore, the Spanish presence in the West

» More than elsewhere in the Americas, was limited to the colo-

Nizatio : . "
lon of the area and had little to do with evangelization or encul-
Wration, Generally,

¢ native - the African slaves who began arriving as soon as
tan gig &Izopu atlon. declined posed a greater problem for the church
o he . des conversion of the Indians. But by then Spanish control

tough 3 Was such that the slave population was converted simply
i Process of adaptation to the Christian faith while at the same

lme pr .
oServi . »
8 many elements of African religions.
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In a tetritory as thoroughly colonized as were the Grey
an ecclesiastical hierarchy was quickly established, T, ﬁrst:r A“‘iues,
ceses were founded in Hispaniola in 1508. Similay Steps vy thre dio
Puerto Rico in 1511 and in Cuba in 1517, e takgyy

From the Greater Antilles the conquistadores— 5 well g5 ¢,

: : : g em;
sionaries—moved on to Florida, which had been dlSCOvered”b D
de Leon in 1513. The first attempts to conquer the land Werey un(:m:
cessful, and it was only much later, when the nearby presence of::.
French caused the Spanish to worry about the area, thyy the effecrivz
conquest and colonization of Florida took place. The Jesujty enCoungg
with the Calusa—sedentary hunter-gatherers who developed negoty
tion skills to face the Europeans—served as a starting point for s
sionary strategy. Jesuit missionaries were dependent on the hospitdy
of the Calusa. The Calusa negotiated religious practices with Jegy
but never understood themselves as recipients of a new faith. Whi,
Jesuits Juan Rogel and Pedro Martinez taught and attempted to explin
the mysteries of the faith to the Calusa, these took a “what fits we
take” approach to the transmission of the Christian religion. Mission-
ary work seemed to be a process of religious negotiation and persu
sive conversation, with little success given the pragmatic spirit of te

Calusa.

The story with the Franciscans is quite different, and yet it s}}ows
the expectations that the Calusa had in their religious negotiai™
Under the Franciscans, some of the Calusa allowed their children ©
be baptized. However, frustration overwhelmed the Calusa, & dl;i
did not receive any benefits from their children’s baptisms- AS”W"“O
increased, the Franciscans decided to destroy the native “idols,” 8" e
Calusa put an end to the missionary work. Documents show tha:nm.
Calusa had knowledge of Christian concepts, ideas, and “{5“"; )
tion. It is evident that their hesitation toward the Christian al red®

oped as missionaries imposed the Catholic structures and aue™?

destroy the Calusa’s spiritual worldview.
\

hall
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¢ time between the initial explorations and the final

many Dominicans, Jesuits, and Franciscans who went to
wnquestsrm (ssionaries died as martyrs. From Florida, and as part of the
aasr ise, the friars moved into what is now called Georgia and
aame en;:rPas Virginia. T hroughout these areas, missionary work was
s came to an end in 1763 when Florida became British.

puring

Florid

even @
ery difficult and
[t was also from the Greater Antilles that Christianity reached into

Mexico. Cortez, the conqueror of Mexico, was profoundly devoted to

hristianity—3as his § .
t(l:lenem‘l}' years, mission activity in what was then called New Spain

was led by the Franciscans, who settled in Mexico City and Puebla in
1524. From those two centers and during the next forty years, Fran-
dscan missions expanded first westward and then northward, reaching
as far as Durango. The Dominicans arrived in 1526 and at first were
working also in Mexico City and Puebla, but then they moved south
to the region of Oaxaca. The Augustinians came seven years after the
Dominicans (1533) and settled in Mexico City, from which they also
moved toward the north and the west, mostly occupying the spaces
that still remained between various Franciscan and Dominican settle-
ments. The Jesuits were the other great order that worked in Mexico,
but they did not arrive until 1572. Then they became known for the
many educational institutions they founded and for their missions in
the north of New Spain. As in other parts of the world, they were
expelled from Mexico in the eighteenth century. The Mexican hierar-
Et)}’l:’as t;stabli.shcd in 15-30, when Fray Juan de Zumirraga was made
. 152 : M;mco. The diocese of Antequera, in Oaxaca, was founded
Chiapas’ én soon thereafter there were also bishops in Michoacan,
» Guadalajara, and Cozumel.

paigoiI:[il;gng the transplantation of the Spanish church to New
ico as,weu -9’ by !"Oyal action, the Inquisition was established in Mf:)f—
foria roc:S & .Per 4. Although before that date there had been inquisi-

358 In Mexico, the official establishment of the Holy Office
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panish contemporaries understood it. During
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brought a new wave of repression both for the indigeng
for the Spanish, but even more so for foreigners, Threeus
had been established, the Holy Office had more than 4¢
investigation or on trial. Even in spite of the Inquisitj
times with the acquiescence of church authorities,
practices continued under the mantle of Christianity, The most
example may be traced back to the fertility goddess Tonangiy fv:ble
devotion was closely connected with the Virgin of Guadalupe,’ g

P°0ple
years by i
0 People Undey
on, and sony

: 3
the ancient teligio

It was from Mexico, -

had been overrun thc:t zdS(;TZi:fT Olzsarbs a]f;cr Momczuma“mpuc

, ) y Don Pedro de Alvaragy
began the conquest of Central America. This region was organix
as a “General Captaincy” whose capital was Guatemala and include]
the provinces of Chiapas, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Cosa
Rica, besides Guatemala itself. The area saw the labors of Franciscans
Dominicans, Mercedarians, and Jesuits. The first bishoprics founded
were in Guatemala, Nicaragua, Comayagua, San Salvador, and Ve
paz. The Inquisition in the area was under the jurisdiction of its offis
in Mexico and included representatives in all the main towns in Cer
tral America. In general, the conversion of the native population ¥as
slow, and as late as the twentieth century there were still communi
ties in Guatemala that practiced the ancient religion and followed e
Mayan calendar. Late in that century, and into the twenty-fizst e
was a revival of some of the ancient religious practices.

The first Spanish settlements in what eventually became the Vie
royalty of Nueva Granada were Darién—in what is today Panama;
and Urabd. The early expeditions of Ojeda and Nicues2 indd
Franciscan friars. The first colony was established in San Sebastin ®
Urab4, and later moved to Darién, where in 1513, the Ep scop s'ee
o.f Santa Marfa del Darién was founded. This was the center m'l&
slonary work among the native population. This work was SUP erﬁC‘l '
and sometimes the conquistadores themselves, without Vel s
the arrival of missionaries, baptized the “converts.” Through®*
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Catholic missionaries from various orders continued

. . d,
onial PE©
;oorldng in the area bu

-+ uch work of evangelization to be done in Urabd.

ill mu - as the center of the Viceroyalty of Nueva Granada.

Colombl;j1 the Spanish settled in the area of Cartagena, which had
Besides Ura ;d by Dan Pedro de Heredia in 1533. A year later, the
been 'co'nqucfriar Tomés del Toro arrived in Cartagena, where he would
Dominican i bishiop: o that point on, supported by Dom Tomds
intensive missionary work was carried out mostly by
anciscans. The Jesuits did not arrive until 1598, but

¢ even so by the twenty-first century there was

serve as its first
and his successors;
Dominicans and Fr
at that point they t00 undertook extensive missionary work.

From Cartagena, the Spanish moved toward the south, where they
founded the city of Santa Fe de Bogotd, which became a bishopric
in 1562 and an archbishopric in 1564. From a very early date, the
Colombian church began producing its own clergy, which was an indi-
ation of its deep roots in the area. However, this clergy was recruited
onlyamong people of Spanish or mixed descent, and the ordination of
the first person of pure Indian blood was long postponed.

. Venezuela was also part of Nueva Granada. The first attempts to
bring Christianity into the area ended in martyrdom. It was in the sev-
:}I::eér;th cer}tur)c thanks to the daring of Francisco de Pamplona, that
ant Fiid_um finally settled in Venezuela. Six years later the Obser-
ColOmbiacils C:hns followed them, while the Jesuits were entering from
when the 3 ¢ west. The work of the Jesuits was quite successful, but
$ Cientyre:re expelled from the region, the other orders did not have

ecline, The Ou-rc;es to continue their work, which rapidly went into

Th €Piscopal sec of Caracas was founded in 1530.
\Gcero;alct;nggl eI:t of Ecuador, which eventually became part of the
tions; |, ueva Granada, was undertaken from two different
¥ Pedro de Alvarado from the north and by Diego de

Magro £
fom the soych (Perv). Although at first there were rivalries

dil‘ec
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