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Old World Precedents
and New World Directionsg

Trans-Atlantic Pillar

Old Ferment in the New Christendom

The stalemate with Islam ensconced in its redoubtable Mediterranean
strongholds induced Europe to turn its attention from land routes
to the sea-lanes that would henceforth bear much of the world’s
trade. Europe would thus overtake the Muslim world by colonizing
distant societies in pursuit of global economic supremacy, and in that
pursuit missions would not be allowed to stand in the way. Accord-
ingly, an ebullient Europe declined the opportunity of open cultural
exchange and reciprocal relationship. Instead, officials sent down .
Olympian orders requiring the compliance of subjects and subordi-
hates without regard for local interests, and without the papacy
to create moral obstacles. _ .
Accordingly, in a letter to his viceroy in New Spain, P.hl}lp .
whose reign from 1556 to 1592 coincided with the era of Spain us11
8reatest power and influence, recalled that by virtue of pa?al bulls
granted to him and to the Catholic sovereigns who \.;ver'e h’15 ;n New
Cestors, the right of establishing and directing Christianityif ©

World belonged to him. He declared:

i

ish church
We desire and order that no cathedral church, paris

Monastery, hospital, votive church,
religious establishment be erected,
Without our express consent for it, 0f tha

or any other pious of q
founded, or constructec,

¢ of the person Wh
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shall exercise our authority; and further, that no archbishopric, dig.
nidad, canonry, racion, media-racion, rectorial or simple benefice, or
any other ecclesiastical or religious benefice or office, be instituteq
or appointment to it be made, without our consent or presentatiop, 'or

that of the person who shall exercise our authority, and such pre.
sentation or consent shall be in writing, in the ordinary manner

Philip 1Is interpretation of the papal bulls had the popes implausibly 5},
cating to him in ecclesiastical affairs, and so he buttressed the power of the
crown over the church with administrative sanctions to secure Christendon,

abroad. Yet even so, was Christendom abroad viable or defensible?

It did not take long for cracks to appear in the contrived structure pre.
sented as Christendom. In Brazil a system of economic exploitation was cre.
ated in the form of plantations, called fazendas, on which lived some 9o per.
cent of the colonists. The owners of these plantations possessed far more
power and authority than the bishops, a situation rather inauspicious for the
church, not to mention for the Indian laborers. Accordingly, missionary mo:
rale took a toll, prompting the archbishop of Mexico to write to Seville in 1556
bemoaning the state of the church. “There is great rivalry among the Orders”

he noted.

Each defends its territory as if the villages were its own property. There

has been and is great feeling between the Orders, not about which

everywhere the superiors are resigning. In visiting the co
finds a single monk who is content and happy. Discontent
wher‘e; many are seeking leave to return to Spain. It is a
who is seriously trying to learn the language, for those who

can best care for the flock, but which can have the greatest number of

places and provinces in its hands; and so they go, occupying th
centers, building monasteries close together . .. not wishing to live
in the difficult and needy places. ... So great is the fear which the ]
dians have of the friars because of the severe punishment they P
upon them that they do not dare to complain. And if thi
the province of Mexico, what of the mountains? [On accoult
this,] very little fruit, it may be suspected, has come of the gospe

among the people. *
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Gerénimo de Mendieta, a Franciscan missionary living 1 Mexrlne g
roborated the archbishop’s gloomy view when he wrote ir 1562 2 tgatio

what was happening under Spanish occupation, and describing the ogt

as desperate and deplorable. “From what we see and hear in 0ur con
nvents ©
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o little satisfaction anc Profit. - The old fervor and enghyg;
vation of souls seems to have disappeared. The primmitive Swsm for the .
Wwith abuse on such a wide scale, it wag P e j’firft is dead "2
reaction set in. One reaction took the form of a remarkable ¢ :H‘le before loca)
bya Jeading Indian convert, an account in which he gave a :;:Fne.ss account
detailed record of the abuses, but also in this case details of p' 1nt1.mate, &.md
and Spanish colonial life. The writer was Felipe Huaman Pomg Zru:an society
1615), 2 descendant of an Inca chief. His matter-of-fact style takesZwZ;]: g}séz_
ng

from the scandals he witnessed.

u’.rhe priesthood,” he' noted causti(':ally, “began with Jesus Christ and
his Apostles, but their successors in the various religious orders es-
tablished in Peru do not follow this holy example. On the contrary,
they show an unholy greed for worldly wealth and the sins of the
flesh and a good example would be set to everyone if they were pun-
ished by the Holy Inquisition.

“These priests are irascible and arrogant. They wield considerable
power and usually act with great severity towards their parishion-
ers, as if they had forgotten that Our Lord was poor and humble and
the friend of sinners. Their own intimate circle is restricted to their
relations and dependants, who are either Spanish or half-caste.

“A favorite source of income for the priesthood consists in orga-
nizing the porterage of wine, chillies, coca and maize. These wares

are carried on the backs of Indians and llamas and in some Cases
descent often re-

liza

need to be brought down from high altitudes. The en !
sults in death for the Indians, who catch a fever when they arrive Ina
warm climate. Any damage to their loads during the journey pas w
be made good at their own expense. The priests make 8 praCY.ICP-
of confiscating property which really belongs 02 church, asociety or
hospital and putting it to their own uses. In
often overcharge for Masses for the dead.
“When these holy fathers are living a3 husband
Indian girls and begetting children, they always refer ©
3s their nephews. With the aid of a little hypocrisy t€
More attractive, so that it spreads and corrupts 0n€ g.lrl
To show that he was even-handed, Poma included in
Teference by name to some good priests he knew, ones

People of all sorts with respect.” ..
pect. . ish &Y
greatest gifts °f:Pam 66)

Described by Eric Williams as “amon8 gt e las 2%
o the Caribbean and the world,” Basolo™®

the same way they

and wife with
the ha]f.castes



v ;

92 DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS

took up the cause and mounted a campaign fo save the Indiang from g,
colonial tormentors. Arriving first in Hispaniola in 1502, Las Casas serve, de_lr
many parts of the Caribbean. He offered firsthand account of the treatme, in
Indians, saying, with regard to Spanish atrocities, that he had seep with thOf
own eyes “cruelties more atrocious and unnatural than any recorded of s
tutored and savage barbarians.”* He reproduced a sermon preacheq by a ;n.
minican friar, Montesinos, who denounced the Spaniards for their C0ndu0.
toward the Indians, determined, as the poet put it, “to frighten intg hoode:
shame a money-mong'ring, pitiable brood.” Montesinos further demanded;

Tell me by what right or justice do you hold these Indians in such
cruel and horrible slavery? By what right do you wage such detestabje
wars on these people who lived mildly and peacefully in their own
lands, where you have consumed infinite numbers of them with yn.
heard of murders and desolations? Why do you so greatly oppress
and fatigue them, not giving them enough to eat or caring for them
when they fall ill from excessive labors, so that they die or rather
are slain by you, so that you may extract and acquire gold every day?
And what care do you take that they receive religious instruction and
come to know their God and creator, or that they be baptized, hear
mass, or observe holidays and Sundays?

Are they not men? Do they not have rational souls? Are you not
bound to love them as you love yourselves? How can you lie in
such profound and lethargic slumber? Be sure that in your present
state you can no more be saved than the Moors or Turks who do not
have and do not want the faith of Jesus Christ.®

The reference to Moors and Turks shows that fear of Islam survived the jour
ney to the New World, as we saw also with Columbus.

Indigenous reaction to the bruising encounter with Spanish colonization
took many forms. One form we just saw with the caustic observations of Felipe
Huaman Poma de Ayala. Another was resistance at any price. The context hert
was the catastrophic decimation of the population of Hispaniola. When &
lumbus first set foot on the island in 1492, it had a population estim.ated 8
some three hundred thousand. By 1508 it had fallen by tragic PIOPOYFOHS ’
60,000; in 1510 the figure was 46,000; in 1512 it was 20,000; i :15]::1
14,000.” When the Indian chief of Hispaniola, Hatuey, was captufehﬁ?
Cuba—where he fled before the invaders—and compelled to embrace C i
tianity or else be burned alive at the stake, he asked the Franciscal - ¥
attendance, who urged him to relent and save his soul from etern

) o0l
tion, whether any Spaniards were in paradise. When told that only the

u
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were, Hatuey is reported to have replied: “The be

hing and 1 will not go where there is a chance of mge St are g
ne in flames, his defiant words a stinging ;r.4:

went down Smmith ) .glng indictmeny of his Chyics:
jormentors: AS' A.dax?'l i noted, .The PIous purpose of ¢, h Mistian
ndians] t0 Christianity SaITCtlﬁed the injustice of the projece S Nverting [the

Local reaction took a different and surprising form ip th.e .
Mexican [ndian peasant, 4]uan Diego, who testified in 1531 to sglel'lse of a poor
Jition of the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Yet this visil“g an é-lPP_a.
conformity with the common experience of Christiang elsewhere :,n: thle‘ in
inits identification of the Virgin as an Indian peasant woman wh;Se?'Sl)smk}ng
countenance is grave and noble, and rather dark.” It was 3 momento earlnfiﬂ
that changed (and charged) the face of Mexican religious and naﬁonallllisf aim
altered for good Mexico's place in the Catholic world. Given the experien;’ folg
suffering peopl.e and thel.r systematic alienation from their land, the vision was
proof of a special protect'lon for native populations. The shrine of Oyr Lady of
Guadalupe became a national symbol, Mexico's Runnymede, where the magna
carta of its spiritual freedom was proclaimed. As a result, the merchants of
misery and the agents of absolute power, together with the defenders of the
religious status quo, were understandably wary.

Luis Lasso de la Vega, who first published the story in 1649, reported the
words addressed to Juan Diego that became the charter of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe: “Know the Mother of the True God in whom we live. . .. I greatly desire
that a temple be built me here, that in it [ may manifest and give to all my love,
pity, help, and defense, for I am your mother, yours and all the dwellers in this
land and the others who love me and call upon me and trust in me.... Go to
the palace of the bishop of Mexico and tell him that I have sent you.”'" In-
aedulous at the report, the bishop, reputedly Fray Juan de Zumirraga (d.
154‘;8), demanded a sign to prove the veracity of this vision. He duly received
:‘S sign in the form of Castilian roses that the Blessed Virgin sent]uan Piego

'gather from a hillside in the freezing December weather, though the bxshoP
@ght have saved himself the trouble and applied, just as plausibly a-nd de:i
sxvel).l, Antony’s test of joy as final proof that it was the true God who inspir
the vision rather than the devil, When Juan Diego brought the bishoP the roses
v:rtalzzi‘}ll in his blanket, the image of the Blessed Vi.rgin appeare::izh;:zz:
bar’e bla;kmnsternation of bishop and audience alike, bei‘::;larly oignant
Vindicat, oo a- poor, country peasant wa.s i ll;rds A shrine to the
Blesseq V?r o.f natl.ve Pophlitions agail"lSt ther ¥ o:ilr as 1'555.
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tan advantage, could be a persuasive -
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or of church and nation. Whate.ver the critica] Ve
? Juan Diego’s reported experience wrests Christianin
of the bishop’s palace and puts it firmly i, thty
le. In the final analysis, the people’s fajyy bre:
ched official Christianity’s walls of authorizec‘i -access ;o fix tlhe religion iy :
soul of a nation. It may explain the vibrant resilience 3 popular Ca tﬁolicismin
Mexico in spite of anticlerical measures 'lalter adopte Py t.he state.

That civil pattern of New World rehglous. naturalization was repegteg "
ss the world, and its cumulative effect drew Europe gyt i
When it succeeded in breaking free of crown control
Western missionary movement in both its Catholic and Protestant forms
ed the intellectual seeds that transformed Christianity into a world g,
gion, though the mental habits of Christianity as Christendom, of Chiristany
as political kingdom or as cultural domain, concealed from people the force of

that fact. The changes following Columbus’s New World explorations wey
ew geographical maps of the world, but the mental maps

of others},”'! with little cosmopoli

of the faith to the hon
its historical veracity,'
from its metropolitan frame
hands and hearts of the peop

many places acro
intellectual isolation.

carri

soon reflected in n
remained unaltered for many centuries afterward. Globalization meant thep,

it has tended to mean now, the corralling of the world’s resources by dominart
powers, and traversing the globe for that purpose. Intercultural dialogue ws

out of the question.

Colonial Ascendancy and Missionary Engagement

The rise in modern Europe of missionary associations represented a signift
cant turning point, for Christianity entered its epochal crossover into nor
Western cultures. The missionary associations developed the principle of free
association outside state sponsorship to carry Christianity abroad into the notr
Western world, though this principle was at odds with the calculated strategy o
colonial hegemony, and, at first, missions worked within the framework#
lowed them by colonial governments. It proved an irksome arrangement 1%
ever, and as a result Roman Catholic missions slipped from under the terms?
the 1514 Padroado dispensation in which Pope Leo X granted the Portugue®
crown control of its “conquests” in Africa, Asia, and Brazil.

cut hIits“t’iZSs t:;’it;c;ionial impediment that drove St. Francis Xavier (1506(1‘5:11:2
papcy itself denourl::‘ilfu e: e;f)r;:muﬁ Goa—and eventually °°“mbuti1 island
within the domains of tghelllviogu; the ?adroado: " Goa v»./as 4 _negle.de ts veert

gul Muslim Empire. Its Hindu inhabita"

sSmarting fro . ;
 from the exactions of the Bijapurese Muslim overlords, eager just

—
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ot off the Muslim yoke. It placed Goa’s ultimate lo
That gave Afonso de Albuquerque, the Portuguese agen
Joubt: sunch an attack in 1510, and after initial serious set

ed to 1 : :
rleei(sltalrlce mounted by combined local Muslim and Turkish forces, Alpy
res e

querque Withdre‘?v' on:]y t(t)l rf)trlllr;lt u(?et’}(lpefte?ly with heavy reinforcemenys,
Goa was taken triumphan d?,  atnerine's Day, November a5, 1510, p,
ioned mi dway up the Indian peninsula, with }ts strategic deepwater harboy
safely insulated af the conﬁuence of the Mandovi and Rachol rivers, and boast.
inga ﬂourishing.mtem.atlo.nal tra.de, the capture of Goa transformed Portugal
2 commanding Asian imperial power. As Albuquerque crowed to Portu-
King Manuel, “The capture of Goa alone worked more to the credit of
your Majesty than fifteen years worth of armadas that were sent out to [ndia "5
Goa gave Portugal overseas a blanket political and moral immunity to
colonize in Asia without being accountable to anyone in the field, Culturally
cut off from the Indian mainland, with scarce any need to acknowledge or
defer to local needs and rights, Goa saw itself tied directly to the court in
Lisbon. Missionaries and their converts were accordingly conceived as clients
of Portuguese power. Xavier found that colonial environment intolerable,
saying he would “flee” to Japan because he could not stand the corruption of
the Portuguese officials. He said he felt distressed beyond endurance that it
was for him like personal “martyrdom” to see the good work of missionar-
ies being destroyed by official greed and immorality. “Everywhere and at all
times,” he lamented, “it is rapine, hoarding and robbery....I never cease
wondering at the number of new inflections which, in addition to all the usual
forms, have been added in this language to the avarice of conjugation of that ill-
omened verb ‘to rob’.”*® More than a century later, the situation in Goa had not
much improved, for we find the Jesuit chronicler, Padre Francisco de Sousa,
reporting in 1698 that the Portuguese were at serious risk of losing the respect
;i :‘: people on account of their failure to administer justice pr0peﬂ}’""Th°
nadve??se may well despair of securing the favourable opimon.of Oner{tal
cases m?}z Si) far as our a.dministration of justice is concefned, untxl.we de;nﬂclle
North g :haW-court.s with greater brevity and dispatch, like the"rll;'mons of the
power Wc;uld 9 accérd}ngly get on much better with the rural folk. . POﬂU);{:v::
fiai Contendefiemam insecure without justice, de Sousa warned, while, as o
Proddag b, mercantile greed made ]'uStice.all but an unknown Commm the.
0s broke Y ;ppeals fro.rfl the Feld, imeluding e K»ongoy e p: I:iactl}’,le Pro-
Pagand, Fidew:t the tradition of imperial spo.ns.orShIP and }(l:rea e]ate s the
16805 Poyty l° assume responsibility for missions, tho.ug. as eeas e
Pire. It giq nga was still resisting any papal interference in its ovi .
Ot help that the papacy did not recognize the Portuguese '
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t, the pretext he
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after its separation from Spain, until 1668. (.Ioml?in.ed with distregg
the field, such realities disposed the church .ln mission to commt ¢, shegy:
its imperial baggage. Eventually, field ex.penence ot" bOﬂtl lo.cal Tulers 5 s:‘,g
ing missionaries in South America, Asia, and Africa vindicated the g .
decision to cut ties with sponsoring maritime European powers, ag iH“Strate;
by the protests and decisions of figures like Las Casas, appointed “Prote Clorg
the Indians”; Xavier, known as the “Apostle of the Indies and of ]apan"; i

later, Cardinal Charles Lavigerie (1825-92) of Algeria. Histoﬁans’ hOWeve;
refused to bury the hatchet. ,

callg frop

Righteous Indignation and the Anachronism of Christendom

The Christian message sowed seeds of critical social consciousness in the
minds of new converts and missionaries alike, enough to challenge the idey
of uncontested foreign imperialism. The thought is warranted in the light of
South America’s complex history, and justifies examining whether the clzip
of total and comprehensive victimization of native populations can be upheld,
and whether there were exceptions with examples of resistance and renewa "
Such examples might indicate the limits non-Western cultures set for the
cosmopolitan assumptions of Western Christendom.

The case today for an alteration in our mental maps, and in our core
sponding cultural sensibilities, has never been more urgent and necessary. The
Willkien one-world implications of New World colonization required an a-
embracing global moral language that Las Casas, for example, attempted vil
iantly to put in place. “No nation exists today,” Las Casas affirmed, “nor coud
exist, no matter how barbarous, fierce, or depraved its customs may be, which
may not be attracted and converted to all political virtues and to all the
manity of domestic, political, and rational men,”'® Las Casas returned 10 th.e
subject on another occasion when he observed that the Christian religion *
destined for all the nations of the world, being open as it is to all in the sam
fashion. Christianity, he declared, took from none its freedom nor does ts 2

. . 'le
depend on its promoting a specious distinction between the free and semin ‘
status.The entire world, and not just Europe, should, therefore, have asha” -

adjudicating the religion’s standing 2

Jesuit chronicler Francisco de Sousa’s remarks about the imperati’® Ofﬂxf
COMmOon people’s right to justice appealed to the same issue of cultys Seol-
sibility. A geographically ynited world should oblige people to accept the®

idarity of a common hy . . ' onsibﬂity
man inheritance, a ethical resp
that went with jt 2! nd the mutual
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As was clear ifizthe mercantile System, economjc

¢ and freedom. It led Adam Smith to Propound his fyy, )
taler.! ) d” as a thoroughly domesticateq bani OUS thesis of the
uinvisible han . mechanism rathe, than g,
Jf deliberate glob.al des(‘ilgn.' I;lle argued that persong acting in 3 fyea eCOnonE:
system generally inten : nelf‘ er to promote the pybjic interest, noy Know hoy
| uch they are promoting it. ‘In fact, such persons prefer the support of 4

- 5 0-

mestic industry t0 that of for.elgn md'ustry, they intend only their own securi
and their own gain by directing that industry in such a manger asits productz
may be of the greatest value. Smith concludes that People as such are led by an
invisible hand to promote an end that was no part of their intention. Nor js jt
always the worse for the society that the end wag no part of their intentjon. By
pursuing their own interest, people frequently promote the interest of the
society more effectively than when they really intend to promote it.?* The good
of the market system lies in its side effects,

The question, as I misleadingly put it earlier, is not whether Christendom
was viable or defensible, but that given the fact of global awakening and in.
creased intercultural contact, how soon Christendom’s civilizational mandate
should be abandoned as outdated. In spite of Columbus, the failure to shift
Eurocentric perspectives continued to wreak havoc on non-Western cultures
and societies. Globalization was about competitive advantage; the weak, the
nonwhite, and the poor became fair game. Theophilus Conneau, a New Eng-
land slave trader, noted that the cause and course of the slave trade were many
and various, but that none was more complicit than the avarice of civilized
nations whose commodities caused the wars and injustices that fed the slave
trade. The world was no less effectively globalized for paying scant attention to
Moral or human values. As a driving force, competitive advantage was need
blind ang culture proof, Apart from speed and spread, it is hard to know what
makes it different now. It brings to mind the words of John Maynard Keynes
(d. 1946). “The modern capitalist,” he wrote, “is a fair-weather sailor. As soon
8 astorm tises, he abandons the duties of navigation and even sinks the boats

W.hich Might carry him to safety by his haste to push his neighbor off gid
Self in'n24
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