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The Messiah:
First-Century Expectations

JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DEBATES
ON JESUS’ MESSIAHSHIP

Given the vast diversity of first-century Judaisms,
we should not expect to find general agreement
among different Jewish groups about the nature
and function of the Messiah. It seems that many
Jews did not make expectation of a coming Mes-
siah a major part of their religious hope. The Sad-
ducees apparently denied that there would be one,
while the Essenes anticipated two separate figures
who would, respectively, fill either a priestly or a
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political role. The thrt not accepted by
Nazareth was the Mgf‘:’hvmsty of reasons that

1 aism

:ial-lln;::i)a::llc{‘:lliarer as we study t_hﬂ Gos‘i’;lsc o(:';e
Chapters 6-10). Amon% other things, Je

oint to the fact that Jesus C :
\I/)vhat Tstacls prophets said the Mzsslg:r "t"hﬂe
commissioned to do: He did r'lot e S
covenant people from their Gentﬂ.e cnemlm;torc
assemble those scattered in th(? Dlas!aora,a-l o
the Davidic kingdom, or establish umversfﬁ’pe.
(cf. Isa. 9:6-7, 11:7- 12:16, etc.). Instead o ccing
Jews from their Oppressors and thereby 'ﬁdﬁmnnh dg
God’s ancient promises-—for la:nd, niuo of(-‘)ll ,
kingship, and blessing—Jesus d'le.d a shameth
death, defeated by the very political powers the
Messiah was prophesied to overcome

Indeed, the Hebrew prophets di

that Israel’s savior would be executed as a common
criminal by Gentiles (John 7:12, 27, 31, 40—:14),
making Jesus” crucifiion a “stumbling block” to
scripturally literate Jews (1 Cor. 1:23). To many
Jews, the manner of Jesus’ death at Roman hands
explicitly disqualified him from messianic status.
According to Deuteronomy 21;

d not foresee

When someone is convicted of a crime punishable
by death and is executed, and you bang him on a
tree, his corpse must not remain all night upon

the tree; you shall bury him that same day, for
anyone hung on a tree is under God's curse.

(Deut. 21:23, New Revised Standard Version;
emphasis added)

A literal reading of Deuteronomy indicates that
when Jesus was officially condemned and hung on
the cross—made from a tree— he was necessarily
accursed. Confronted with such texts, Christians
reinterpreted them creatively, as offering clues to
the meaning of Jesus’ execution. In Paul’s letter to
the Galatians, he skillfully turns a potential weak-
ness into a strength, citing Deuteronomy and argu-
ing that, through his crucifixion, Jesus voluntarily
accepted the Law’s curse. In his “accursed” suffer-
ing, Jesus bore the punishment deserved by others
sinners whom the Law had condemned (Gal. 3.13:
see Chapter 16). o
Although no canonical prophet spec
dicted that the Messiah wol:ddpdie aspacclfilc?ﬂlrz’alp;z;
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thereafter), several biblical Passage,
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unjustly. The most famous of these occurs ip Isyj
53, which describes an anonymous 'servant” yh,
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an innocent perso
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v —became an important factor i e 1
oty gty ion of Jesus’ death. In the Hcf =

Christian interpretati

brew Bible, however, none of these suffering ser. |
vant texts is directly linked to prophecies about he

Messiah.

In Mark’s Gospel, which scholars believe ywy
the earliest written, the author reveals his awarenes;
of Jewish objections to Jesus as Messiah by emphg.
sizing the unexpected or “hidden” quality of Jesus’
messiahship. Mark also utilizes the notion of vicar-
ious suffering, stating that Jesus generously gave his
life “as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Of all the !
Gospel authors, Matthew makes the most sus-
tained effort to defend Christians’ messianic claims,
literally ransacking the Septuagint translation for
passages, or even single words, that could provide *
scriptural support for the unusual kind of Messiah

that Jesus proved to be (see Chapter 8).

Confronted with challenges that Jesus had not
fulfilled many scriptural promises, the early Christ- §
ian movement sometimes found ingenious ways of |
refuting criticism. According to a tradition con- &
tained in both Matthew and Luke, when Jesus re-
sisted the devil's temptations by quoting from the §
Hebrew Bible, the devil retaliated in kind, citing ‘
verses from Psalm 91. This psalm, which states that §
the truly righteous person will enjoy God’s certain |
favor, includes categorical assurances that Yahweh .
will protect his favored one from all physical harm: 1

A thousand may fall at your side,

ten thousand close at hand,

but you it [misfortune] shall not touch; . . -
For you the LORD [Yahweh] is a safe retreat;
you have made the Most High your refuge.
No disaster shall befall you,

no calamity shall come upon your house. . - -

(Ps. 91:7, 9-10)

God ltﬂequivmauy promises to deliver the on¢
whose “love is set on me”

f vicarious suffering—in vy, & -

bstitute for those who are acty. }'
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I will lift him beyond danger, for he knows me b
my name . .. € by
I will rescue him and bring him to honor
I will satisfy him with long life ’
to enjoy the fullness of my salvation,
(Ps. 91:14~1¢)

Dying without “honor” or achievement of “lon

life,” traditional signs of divine approval, Jesus 5 %
peared to many not to be the godly person whofn
the psalmist described. Convinced, however, that
Jesus had suffered only temporary defeat and
through his resurrection, attained “the fullness o%
[God’s] salvation,” the Gospel authors indicated
that it was inappropriate to apply the optimistic
guarantees of Psalm 91 to Jesus experience. If op-
ponents cited such passages as evidence that Jesus
(who was not rescued by divine intervention) could
not have been God'’s chosen one, Christians had an
effective defense: Quoting Scriptures that do not
support their claims is the devil’s work!

THE ROYAL COVENANT OF KING DAVID

Because the Gospels are a literary battleground in
which the authors are continually fending off at-
tacks on Jesus’ messiahship, it is advisable to exam-
ine their sources—the Hebrew Bible—to trace
the historical evolution of this concept. Derived
from the Hebrew word mashiah, Messiah means
“Anocinted One” and refers to the ceremony in

which priests anointed (poured oil on) the heads of

persons singled out or commissioned by God for
some special undertaking. In the Hebrew Bible,
mashiah is most frequently applied to the kings of
ancient Israel, particularly those descended from
King David (Pss. 18:50; 89:20, 38, 51; 132:10, 17).
Because of his outstanding success in establishing a
powerful Israelite state, David was regarded as the
prototype of the divinely favored ruler, and his
kingdom a foreshadowing of the reign of God on
earth. According to 2 Samuel 7, Yahweh concluded
an “everlasting covenant” or treaty with Davids
“house” (dynasty). The covenant terms specified
Yahweh'’s unconditional promise to maintain an un-
ending line of Davidic kings on the throne of Isracl
If some of David’s royal descendants misbehaved,
Yahweh would punish them, but he vowed never to
remove them from the throne (2 Sam. 7:8-17;

23e-11‘5)-”PCrha?s’ as a result of this “royal covenant

) 0] lzngg, Davids heirs ruled uninterrupted over
e of Judah for nearly 400 years (961—587

B.C.E.). (By contrast, the northern kingdom of Is-

Z;llel, separated from Judah in 922 B.C.E., saw many

thangcs ({f rul.ing families before its destruction by
e Assyrians in 721 p.c.i.)

l:listorica.l End of the Davidic Dynasty David’s
line of reigning kings came to an abrupt end in 587
B.C.E., when Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroyed
Jerusalem, burned King Solomon’s Temple, and re-
moved the last Davidic monarch, Zedekiah, from
the throne. Nebuchadnezzar also deported much of
Jerusalem's upper class to his imperial capital.
When a devoted remnant of Judah's former leader-
ship returned to Jerusalem from Babylon in 538
B.C.E., the Davidic monarchy was not restored. The
land of Judah was placed under the administration
of the Persian Empire, which installed local gover-
nors rather than kings over its Jewish subjects.
The first of these Persian-appointed governors
was Zerubbabel, a descendant of the Davidic fam-
ily. Zerubbabel was apparently the focus of national
hopes for a restoration of the Davidic kingdom and
was hailed in messianic terms by the prophets Hag-
gai and Zechariah (Hag. 2:20-23; Zech. 2:10;
6:12). Hopes for a renewed Davidic state failed to
materialize, however, and the figure of Zerubbabel
disappeared from history. Israel was never again to
have a Davidic king, the “anointed of God.”

During the long years of Persian rule, the Jewish
people looked mainly to the spiritual leadership of
their High Priest (who was also anointed with holy
oil when installed in office [Lev. 4:3, 5]). The High
Priest and his many priestly assistants administered
the rebuilt Temple and provided a focus of commu-
nal religious identity. Without a king or political
autonomy, Judah became increasingly a theocratic
(God-ruled) community, guided by a priestly class
that supervised the Temple sacrifices and inter-
preted the Mosaic Torah.

ISRAEL’'S HOPES FOR A NEW DAVIDIC KING

Even after many centuries of foreign domination,
as Judah was successively ruled by Babylonians,
Persians, Greeks, Syrians, and Romans, Israel’s
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:1-5; Ps. 89:19-31) was el -
230 hets, who envisioned a future golden jﬁe,;:e "
Emr:m lil;e David, “anointed of God, ;vc; e
Iiberate Israel, defeat its € and help

's kingdom to earth.
GO%;e ;fophct [saiah of Je_nfsalem, wc‘hho dﬁisna
staunch supporter of the Davidic monar ()i' n{of
the late eighth century B.C.E- had delivered u

gettable oracles (prophetic words) from Yahweh:

has been born for us, son givcl} to us
o atzogearasthc symbol of dominion on his

shoulder;
and he shall be called
in purpose wonderful, in battle
God-like,
Father for all time, Prince of peace.
Great shall the dominion be and boundless the

collective memory of the
fade. Yahweh's sworn 02

nemies,

peace o
bestowed on David’s throne and on his king-

dom,
to establish it and sustain it with justice and
righteousness from now and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD [Yahweh] of Hosts shall
do this. (Isa. 9:6-7)

Isaiah’s further allusions to a righteous king “from
the stock of Jesse [David’s father]” (Isa. 11:1-9)
and visions of a Davidic Jerusalem to which the
Gentile nations would flock (Isa. 2:1-4) not only
enhanced the prestige of the Davidic royal family
but also associated it irrefutably with the coming
earthwide reign of Yahweh.

All of Israel's Davidic kings were literally “mes-
siahs,” “anointed ones.” They ruled as Yahweh’s
“sons,” adopted as such at the time of their conse-
cration or coronation (Ps. 2:7). Because the proph-
ets had conceived of the Messiah as a warrior-king
like David, a hero whom Yahweh chose to act as his
agent in establishing a dominion of universal peace
the ‘messianic leader was typically regarded as pri-,
marily a political figure. His function was to
denlmonstrate the omnipotence of Tsrel’s God by
setung up an earthly kingdom whose righteous
government would compel the nationg respect
]f;;:;% ‘){.ahweh and his chosen people (Isa, 11;
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Messianic Claimants
Before and After Jesus

JEWISH UPRISINGS AGAINST ROME

Judea’s troubled relationsl.lip u{ith Rome inspireq a
series of prophets, rexjolutlonarles, .and other leader, ¢
who typically promxsec_l the Jewish people relef
from Roman economic and social oppreg; o
Some rebel leaders reputedly claimed the title of;
Jewish king, the crime for which Pontius Pilate exe
ecuted Jesus. Most of those aspiring to royal Status.
did not claim to be a “son [descendant] of Dayig |
but merely to be “Jike David,” a previously obs%;i
youth who was raised from among the commgoy:
people to become Israel’s champion against 5 for-
eign military threat. It could be said of these popu- -
lar national leaders what the psalmist’s God said of &
David: “I have conferred the crown on a hero, and 2
promoted one chosen from my people” (Ps. 89:19)_,'
In his accounts of peasant uprisings against the :
Romans or their Herodian puppets, the Jewish his- |
torian Flavius Josephus reports that several promi:
nent rebels were also messianic pretenders (ie.,
they assumed the function of Israel's anointed
kings). Most of these popular kings appeared either §
during the turmoil following the death of Herod|
the Great (4 B.C.E.) or during the greater upheaval |
of the Jewish War against Rome (66-73 C.E).
After Herod’s death, a rebel named Judas, son of a:
brigand or terrorist named Hezekiah, led Galilee in
a revolt against Roman occupational forces. Ac-
cording to Josephus, this Judas was motivated by an g
ambition to achieve “royal rank” (dntiquities
17:271-272). Simon of Perea, the territory east of
Galilee, similarly donned “the diadem,” symbol of |
kingly status, and plundered Herod's palace in Jeri-
cho. After leading a band of unruly followers |
Simon was captured by the Romans and beheaded, |
a fate anticipating that of John the Baptist. A third
w.rould—be king, Athronges, resembled David in be- |
ginning his career as a shepherd, after which he also |
wore a royal diadem and, supported by his brother®.
and their armed followers, attacked both Roma?
and Herodian armies. Roman retaliation agait®® i
ZUCh popular uprisings was swift and severe: n !
B.CE, the Galilean town of Sepphoris, Whi
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had aided 'the rebels, was burned and it inhabi-
tants sold into slavery. Located only a few il
from Nazareth, Sepphoris was lavishly rebuilt dy-
ing Jesus’ early years, a project on which it is re-
motely possible that he and his “carpenter [artisan]”
father worked.

Early in the first Jewish Revolt against Rome
(c. 67—68 C.E.), several large groups of bandits of
guerri]la fighters who had been plundcring the
countryside infiltrated Jerusalem and occupied the
Temple area, which they made their headquarters.
This impromptu coalition formed a party of radical
nationalists—the Zealots. Composed largely of
peasants, the Zealots appear to have been as dedi-
cated to overthrowing the Jerusalem ruling class—
which they accused of exploiting the poor and
collaborating with Rome —as they were to freeing
their land from foreign domination.

Whereas the Zealots derived from the rural
poor, the Sicarii (from the Latin sicarius, meaning
“dagger”) were a group of urban terrorists and as-
sassins. Well organized, the Sicarii carried out a
carefully plotted series of murders, eliminating
priests and other Jerusalem authorities who fa-
vored compromise with Rome. According to Jose-
phus, one of the Sicarii leaders, Menachem —the
son or grandson of the rebel Judas—assumed the
trappings of kingship. Menachem ostentatiously
entered Jerusalem as the people’s king, a warrior-
monarch in the tradition of David.

Another Sicarii pretender, Simon bar (son of)
Giora, who also had messianic pretensions, led the
largest and most powerful force resisting the
Roman reconquest of Jerusalem. Josephus states
that, after Titus’s soldiers had captured and de-
molished the Temple, Simon, arrayed in royal
robes, suddenly appeared among the ruins. If he
hoped for a last-minute divine intervention to
vindicate his kingly aspirations, he was disap-
pointed: The Romans took him as a prisoner to
Rome, where he was executed.

The most famous messianic claimant was Simon
bar Kochba, who led the second Jewish Revolt
against Rome in 132-135 c.E. Akiba, a prominent
rabbi, proclaimed that bar Kochba fulfilled the
promise in Numbers 24:17 that “a star shall go
forth from Jacob.” While Rabbi Akiba and ot!lel‘
supporters called Simon “bar Kochba,” which

means “son of the star,” his detractors derisively
labeI.ed the revolutionary “bar Koziba”—“son of
the lie.” His attempt to liberate Judea and restore a
the-ocratlc state was doomed by Roman might,
whlc}'z again annihilated Jewish armies and brought
a terrible end to Jewish political messianic hopes.

PSALM OF SOLOMON 17

The most striking description of Israeld expected
Messiah was written only five or six decadés before
Jesus’ birth, Ascribed to Solomon, the progenitor of
Israel’s wisdom tradition, a collection of prophetic
poems known as the Psalms of Solomon envisions a
righteous king who would drive the hated foreign-
ers (Roman occupational forces) from Jerusalem
and establish a just sovereignty over both Gentiles
and Jews. Psalm of Solomon 17 is the first known
work of Jewish literature to use the terms son of
David and Lord Messiah (Christ), distinctive titles
that New Testament writers apply to Jesus.

Although Psalm of Solomon 17 sees the Mes-
siah as sinless and powerful, he is clearly a human
rather than a supernatural figure, God’s agent but
not a divine being. His promised activities include
gathering together “a holy people” who will be
“children of their God,” cleansing Jerusalem (pre-
sumably including its Temple) and ruling compas-
sionately over the Gentiles. Although a Davidic
heir, this “Lord Messiah” achieves his dominion
without military conquest because he is “powerful
in the holy spirit” and strengthened by “wisdom
and understanding.” This vision of a peaceful Mes-
siah subduing opponents through “the word of his
mouth [his teaching]” is much closer to that
adopted by the Gospel authors than the traditional
expectation of a warrior-king like the historical
David (see Box 5.1).

A REVISIONIST VIEW OF THE MESSIAH

As presented in the Gospels, Jesus of Nazareth
takes a view of the Messiah's role and the kingdom
of God that was disappointing or perplexing to
many. Despite some modern commentators’ at-
tempts to associate him with the Zealot or revolu-
tionary party, Jesus (as portrayed by the Evangelists)
does not present himself as a military or political
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Box 5.1
psalm of Solomon 17

i for
See, Lord, and raise UP
e som of David [emphas

- d him with the stren| !
e sl o gl

trample her to des
i‘:h\?/isdouf and righteousness
the sinners from the inheritancg; . « -

To destroy the unlawful
Atzl:; he will condemn sinners by the tho
He will gather a holy people

whom he will lead in righteousness. ... .

For he shall know them
He will judge peop

the whole earth.
And he will purge Jerusalem

There will be no unrighteousness among
for all shall be holy,

srael] their king,
ti]:z':ild[cld] to rule over your se

in the time known fo you, ?th o destroy the unrighteous rulers,

to drive out

nations with the word of his mouth;
the nations will flee from his presence,

all children of their God. . o
that they are les and nations in the wisdom of his righteousness.

And he will have gentile nations serving him under his yoke
and he will glorify the Lord in (a place) prominent (above)

(and make it) holy as it was even from the beginning, )
(for) nations to come from the ends of the earth to see his glory,
to bring as gifts the children who had been driven out, . ...

And he will be a righteous king over them, taught by God.

and their king shall be the Lord Messiah [emphasis added].
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rvant Israel

ughts of their hearts.

them in his days,

savior of Israel. As John's Gospel concludes, his
“kingdom does not belong to this world” (John
18:36).

Many scholars believe that during his lifetime
Jesus did not claim to be Israel's Messiah, but that
after the experience of his resurrection—regarded
as proof of divine vindication—his followers
claimed the title for him. In recognizing Jesus as
the Messiah, however, Jewish Christians were faced
with a dilemma: They were convinced that he was
Pavid's predestined heir, the royal figure whom Isa-
iah and other prophets had foretold, but, as their
detrac.tors pointedly observed, he had “failed” i, the
essential messianic task of reestablishing David’s

kingdom. In Luke-Acts, the writer express this ten-
sion between Christians’ belief in Jesus™ authentic
messiahship and the seeming incompleteness of his
earthly work. Repeatedly, the disciples voice their
expectation that Jesus will finally make God’s king-
dom a reality (Luke 19:11) and that he will “estab-
lish once again the sovereignty of Israel” (Acts 1:6).
Ordered not to speculate about when or how God's
imperial domain will actually arrive, the disciples
are instead assigned the task of carrying Jesus’ mes
sage “to the ends of the earth” (Acts. 1:7-8).
With the fulfillment of biblical promises thus
Postponed to the indefinite future, Christians soon
made an enormous leap of faith: The Messiah will

MESs]
ANIC CLAIMANTS BEFORE AND AFTER jesus 91

(For) he will not rely on ho
nor will he collect golda
Nor will he build up ho
The Lord himself is his ki
the hope of the one wh

ng,
a great people.
by the strength of his word.

And he will not weaken in his days,
for God made him powerful in th

with strength and righteousness,

He will lead them all in holiness
that any should be oppressed.
which God knew,
to discipline it. . . .

Blessed are those born in those days
to see the good fortune of Israel

rse a_.nd rider and bow,
'nd silver for war,
Pe 1n a multitude for o day of war,

0 has a strong hope
He shall be compassionate to al] thco:agtio?lfs’e i God

(who) reverently stand before him
And he himself (will be) free from sin, (in order) to rule

He will expose officials and drive out sinners

(r;lylmg) on his God,
. i
and wise in the counsel of undt:rs!:arufl)ir}lrgs,pLrlt

Faithfully and righteously shepherding the Lord’s f
he will not let any of them stumblegin thei;) ;)azn:;k’

and there will be no arrogance among them,
This is the beauty of the king of Israel

to raise him over the house of Israel

which God will bring to pass in the assembly of the tribes.

make a second visit to earth to accomplish what
was left unfinished at his first coming. Although
the Hebrew Bible, the source of both Jewish and
Christian messianic ideas, says nothing about the
Messiah dividing his work into two separate in-
stallments—an initial earthly career that culmi-
nates ingloriously in a criminal’s death and a second
(long-delayed) reappearance as an all-powerful su-
pernatural king—early Christianity readily em-
braced this belief in a two-part messianic sequence.
In the oldest surviving Christian documents, Paul
urges his Gentile converts to be prepared for Jesus’
imminent return as world judge (1 Thess. 4-5; 1
Cor. 1:7~8; 7:29-31). Paul fully expects to witness

Jesus descending in glory from heaven to gather up
his loyal followers, who will be “caught up in clouds
to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:16-17; cf.
1 Cor. 15:51-55).

For those living in the protracted interval be-
tween Jesus' ascension to heaven and his return
to earth, New Testament writers emphasize the
spiritual significance of Jesus’ innovative messi-
ahship. Instead of coming to earth to conquer polit-
ical enemies and forcibly establish a theocratic
monarchy, Jesus is seen as having appeared primar-
ily to conquer less tangible but more formidable
foes— human sin, evil, and death. After his sacrifi-
cial death, paying the ultimate penalty to redeem
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he celestial
ind, Jesus then ascex,ldus- to the ¢ "
lt.ll'l:r:::i::1:'1)om,]sta,ndinii at Gc._(:ys :f;t 12}31;:) (?gcts
it i s unt .
sslt;?i 52?01;1;. (1):f11—20, etc.). In thus Pcmgflzzz )
tr'ayed as,God's co-regent, an jmmortal bemiignitdy
i the ascended Jesus becqmes i
e than a Davidic Messiah, ruling 10
1 S
visibly but eternally over human minds :fnd l::g-
(Phil 2:6-11). In Christian reu;tt;r)pre.zzlc;g;l o
i ions of a renewed LJavi
:;nmzcr::::imismo the concept of 2 .h.eavenly
messianic reign, one in which bc'ali.eve;rs— joined by
ent and spirit— can participate.
5“%’:; stronglypapocalyptic nature of mt{ch (gof
all) New Testament Christianity serves t0 direct be
lievers toward a culminating ﬁlfurc, \;vhen the
Deity’s intentions will be accomph?hed on earth,
as in heaven,” an omega point (ultimate goal) t.o—
ward which all creation is now moving. The Chris-
fian concept of its Messiah is thus a p?.radox, a
God-anointed king who is rejected and killed, but
whose voluntary death is a triumph over forces of
darkness and an unfailing sign of hope for human-
kind.

more POWC

Summary

As New Testament documents reveal, their authors
present Jesus as far more than a Davidic king.
Taken together, the canonical writings present Jesus
as a composite figure, one who represents the sum
of all Israel’s heritage. He is not only the anointed
monarch whom David foreshadowed; he is also a
lawgiver and prophet like Moses, a blameless and
humble servant who suffers for others, a heavenly
sacrifice and eternal priest, a teacher of supreme
wisdom, and the icon or “image of the invisible
God” by, through, and for whom the universe was
created.

Translating the Hebrew mashizh as the Greek
Christos, the New Testament writers commonl:
speak as if Christ were not  title but part of ]esu::
proper name. Composed in a Helle

nisti
and for a Greek-thinking audience, the N:wc %:::f

CRAINTL Redd ™ =

 books present Jesus almost exclusively jp ..
nﬁ]izdon as Christ, 2 universal-s?.wor whose rg]
d that of the Davidic ruler, In jnge, |

far beyon: ;
l:nent authors apply to their . hero _many differep,:
owed from the rich vein of Hellepig

concepts borr: . il
Jewish ideas about the Messiah. .

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW

1. Define some essential (-liﬁ“ercnces between the.
Sadducees and Pharisees. Which party controlled the
Jerusalem Temple and was apparently on better term;
with the Romans?

2. Discuss some of the beliefs that Pharisees, Jok.
senes, and Christians held in common. What connec.;
tion did the Essenes have to the Dead Sea Scrolls and!
possibly to John the Baptist? !

3. Discuss the role that the Zealots played in the.
Jewish Revolt against Rome. ‘What happened to the
Jewish state and religion as a result of the revolt? How
does Josephus contribute to our understanding of the
Jewish War for independence? i

4. Summarize the concept of the Messiah foun
in the Hebrew Bible. To what degree is the biblical
Messiah a political figure related to the restoration of}
King David’s royal dynasty? How do New Testament
writers modify the concept of the Davidic Messiah?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
AND REFLECTION

1. How do you account for the extreme diversi
of first-century Jewish religious groups, all of who
believed they were following the Mosaic Torah? Why
do you think the Essenes regarded themselves th
only “true” Israel, the sole group loyal to its covenait
obligations? Discuss the similarities between the E
senes’ conviction that they alone served God’s plan
and the later Christian belief that their community
uniquely represented the “true Israel.” ]

2. Most passages in the Hebrew Bible present t
future Messiah as a descendant of King David who, &
a God-empowered conqueror, would restore Isra
its former political independence and prosperity:
cause Jesus did not deliver the covenant people 00

1 X e
their oppressors, the Romans, or restore David’s
k-

how can he be accepted as the Messiah whom Israel’s
prophets envisioned?

TERMS AND CONCEPTS TO REMEMBER

Sadducees Essenes
Pharisees Dead Sea Scrolls
oral law (traditions Zealots

of the fathers) apocalyptic
Mishnah and Talmud Messiah
Jews and rabbi-led Judaism Psalm of Solomon

Jamnia (Yavneh)
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