
is doea not really matter. Affection which knows nothing of SUch 
wiaclom need not fear infidelity, since it is proof against faithlessness. 

e 
Gaps. - The injunction to practise intell . 
amounts to sabotage of thought Th honesty usually 

Ii ·t1 all • e wnter 1s urged exp a y the steps that have led h" hi to show 
abling every reader to follow the p:c:: conclusion, 50 en-
possible - in the academic industry _ to du . ~gh ~d, where 
not only invokes the liberal fiction of the _phcarsalte it. This demand 

f each d un1ve comm "cab•i· o an every thought and so i"nhib· th . uru i tty . . its eir objecti I 
pnate_expresston, but is also wrong in itself as a rinci ~e y appro-
sentanon. For the value of a thought is measu!ct b p_e of_repre-
f~m ~e con~uity of the familiar. It is objectiveli ~~:::: 

_dJStance is reduced; the more it approximates to the re-
CXJStmg .th~ further its antithetical function is diminis~ed 

only •? this, m its manifest relation to its opposite, not in i~ 
1so~ enstence, are the claims of thought founded. Texts which 
~ously undertake to record every step without omission in-
evitably su~ to ~ality, and to a monotony related not only 
to the tenSJon induced m the reader, but to their own substance. 
S~el's ~tings, for example, are all vitiated by the incompati-
bility of their out-of-the-ordinary subject matter with its painfully 
lucid treatment. 1 They show the recondite to be the true comple-
ment of mediocrity, which Simmel wrongly believed Goethe's 
secret. But quite apart from this, the demand for intellectual honesty 
is itself dishonest. Even if we were for once to comply with the 
questionable directive that the exposition should exactly reproduce 
the process of thought, this process would be no more a discursive 
progression from stage to stage than, conversely, knowledge falls 
from Heaven. Rather, knowledge comes to us through a network 
of prejudices, opinions, innervations, self-corrections, presup-
positions and exaggerations, in short through the dense, _firmly-
founded but by no means uniformly transparent medium of 
experience. Of this the Cartesian rule that we must address oursel~es 
only to objects, 'to gain clear and indubitable knowledge of which 

1. Georg Simmel: vitalist philosopher and sociologist (1858-1918) of 
the Wilhelmine period. 

8o 

,,_ 

. , ·th all the order and dispasition to 
. ds seem sufiie1ent , w1 . ctUre as the opposed but 

ourh·ch~e rule refers, gives as _fals«: _a pi of essences-1 If the latter 
VI I ed d ctrine of the mtuiuon 1 
deeply re~t. .0 which in spite of everything assert ~emse ':es 
denies logic its ng:, former takes logic in its immediacy, m relation 
in every thou~t, 11 ctUal act and not as mediated by the whole 

ch 
·ngle mte e ' · th" 1· al to ea s1 . ous life in the knowing subject. But m 1~ ,es so 

floVI of co~SCI f round inadequacy. For if honest ideas un-
adJiliss1on ° proi• f h th an b •t d wn to mere repetition, whether o w at was ere faili:~an;1 or ~f categorical forms, then the thought which, for 

J,efisak fthe relation to its object, forgoes the full transparency of 
the e O • • ·1 I b ak the . 

1 
·cal genesis will always mcur a certain gu1 t. t re s 

its ogi ' f · d Th" · d · resupposed by the very fonn o JU gement. 1s ma e-
prom1se p . h d "b . d . . resembles that of life, wh1c escn es a wavenng, ev1anng 
quacy · "th · · d h" h 
I
. disappointing by companson w1 its premisses, an yet w 1c 
ine, · ld · l d only in this actUal course, always less than 1t shou be, 1s ab e, un er 
given conditions of existence, to represent an unregimented one. 
If a life fulfilled its vocation directly, it would miss it. Anyone who 
died old and in the consciousness of seemingly blameless success, 
would secretly be the model schoolboy who reels off all life's 
stages without gaps or omissions, an invisible satchel on his back. 
Every thought which is not idle, however, bears branded on it the 
impossibility of its full legitimation, as we know in dreams that 
there are mathematics lessons, missed for the sake of a blissful 
morning in bed, which can never be made up. Thought waits to be 
woken one d~y by the memory of what has been missed and to be 
transformed mto teaching. ' 

1. Wumsschau: allusion to the phenomenology of Husserl and Scheler. 
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over their users. It can be b 
once e1m,,_,.,_..1 ° servec1 agai · 
'---- -·1:'-~, however absurd fo _n and again that 
~USe it has been once sa·d , rtuitous or 'II.tr S0111tth. 
that he 

1 
' so l}'rannizes th 0ng it 'Ilg ha can never have done With . W e sayer as hi lllay 

tcl>ed and Uttered, take on a Hfe :~ -• 6gu,,,_ .i: 
anyone who goes near them Th their o'Wn, bri~ .. _tcs, on~ 
• . ey form . o~'t, tion, and all the power of.--~- . a zone of Patan . ?t on 

m:an-: • fu . • --.un 1s neec1ec1 to b 01ac ltlfi 
----e,•C 1n sing all great and trivt'al p 

1
. . 

1 
teak. their Snail 'l,ec. P • ly . th o itica st -r- • • nt mrate • •n • apl>"Cntly most neut,a1 b· og,,,, i, ......... 

SOdety is 'J>reading at las, to the cell of ,:ti:'5' t ,;,., ...,.,. Of 
secure. No harm comes to man from outsid r:y t at thought itself 
the objective spirit. e a one: durnbness is 

I 

P' andals. - The haste, nervousness, restlessness observed . th ..,;.,_ f th b' · · · smce e 
A-. o e 1g Cities 1s now spreading in the m"--er ofan 'd . did th ·•-..u, ep, em1c as once • plague and choler.,_ In the Process fon,e, •re 
~cashed that were undreamed of by the scurrying Passer-by of the 
nineteenth century. Everybody must have projects all the tirne. The 
maximum must be extracted from leisure. This is planned, used for 
undertakings, crammed with visits to every conceivable site or 
spectacle, or just with the fastest possible locomotion. The shadow 
of all this falls on intellectual work. It is done with a had conscience, 
as if it had been poached from some urgent, even if only imaginary 
occupation. To justify itself in its own eyes it puts on a show of 
hectic activity performed under great pressure and shortage of 
time, which excludes all reflection, and therefore itself. It often 
seems as if intellectuals reserved for their actual production only 
those houn left over from obligations, excursions, appointments 
and unavoidable amusements. There is something repulsive, yet to 
a certain degree rational, about the prestige gained by those who 
can Present themselves as such important people that they have to 
be on the spot everywhere. They stylize their lives with intention-
ally ham--acted discontent as a single acte de presence. The pleasure 
with which they turn down an invitation by reference to another 
previously accepted, signals a triumph between competitors. As 
here, so generally, the forms of the production process are repeated 
in private life, or in those areas of work exempted from these forms 
themselves. The whole of life must look like a job, and by this 
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bat is not yet directly devoted to pecuniary 
~lance conceal w ressed only reflectS a much deeper one. 

·n. But the_fear ~:::a~ons which, beyond thought processes, te unconscious i~ tence to historical rhythms, sense the approach 
tt11ne indivi~U~ e,os f the world. yet since integral society does 

a 11..,..;vizanon o 'th' . 1f crush uie; co ~- · dividuals positively WI m 1tse as 
not so much take ;p ::nd malleable mass, each individual dreads 
thetn to an amf obrp rpouu·on which is felt as inevitable. Doing things 

c;essoaso ' kidf the pro_ \aces is an attempt by the sensoriu~ ~o up a n ? 
and gotn~ against a threatening collect1v1zat10n, to get m 

nter-1rntant f'---.1 co~ . f, •t by using the hours apparently left to r=uom to 
tra11ung or 1 Th h · · 

h 
lf as a member of the mass. e tee nique 1s to try to coac onese th · ·th 

_J th danger One lives in a sense even worse, at 1s, WI even 
outuO e • . th . 

1 
1£ than one expects to have to live. At e same ume one t::: through this playful excess of self-l~ss that to li~e ~n eam~t 

without a self could be easier, not more difficult. All this 1s done m 
great haste, for no warning bells will announce the earthquake. If 
one does not take part, and that means, if one does not swim bodily 
in the human stream, one fears, as when delaying too long to 
join a totalitarian party, missing the bus and bringing on oneself 
the vengeance of the collective. Pseudo-activity is an insurance, the 
expression of a readiness for self-surrender, in which one senses the 
only guarantee of self-preservation. Security is glimpsed in adapta· 
tion to the utmost insecurity. It is seen as a licence for flight that 
will take one somewhere else with the utmost speed. In the fanatical 
love of cars the feeling of physical homelessness plays a part. It is 
at the bottom of what the bourgeois were wont to call, mistakenly, 
the flight from oneself, from the inner void; Anyone who wants to 
move with the times is not allowed to be different. Psychological 
emptiness is itself only the result of the wrong kind of social 
absorption. The boredom that people are running away from 
merely mirrors the process of running away, that started long 
before. For this reason alone the monstrous machinery of amuse-
ment keeps alive and constantly grows bigger without a single 
person being amused by it. It channels the urge to be in on the act, 
which otherwise, indiscriminately, anarchically, as promiscuity or 
wild aggression, would throw itself on the collective, itself con 
sisting of none other than those on the move. Most closely related 
to them are addicts. Their impulse reacts exactly to the dislocation 
of mankind that has led from the murky blurring of the difference 
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between town and country, the abolition of the house . 
processions of millions of unemployed, to the deportatio:~a !e 
uprooting of peoples on the devastated_ Eu~opean continent. Th: 
nullity and lack of content of all collective ntuals since the y: th . l . ou 
Movement emerges retrospective y as a gropmg anticipation of 
stunning historical blows. The countless people who suddenly s . uc-
cumb to their own quantity and mobility, to the swarming getawa 

d 
. th . . f . y as to a rug, are recruits to e migration o nations, in whose 

desolated territories bourgeois history is preparing to meet its end. 

.92 

Picture-/Joolc without pict.ures. 1 - The objective tendency of the 
Enlightenment, to wipe out the power of images over man, is not 
matched by any subjective progress on the part of enlightened 
thinking towards freedom from images. While the assault on images 
irresistibly demolishes, after metaphysical Ideas, those concepts 
once understood as rational and genuinely attained by thought, the 
thinking unleashed by the Enlightenment and immunized against 
thinking is now becoming a second .figurativeness, though without 
images or spontaneity. Amid the network of now wholly abstract 
.relations of people to each other and to things, the power of abstrac-
tion is vanishing. The estrangement of schemata and classifications 
from the d~ta subsumed beneath them, indeed the sheer quantity 
o~ the maten~J processed, which has become quite incommensurable 
with ~e honzon~ of _individual experience, ceaselessly enforces an 
archaic retranslatton into sensuous signs. The little silhouettes of 
men or houses that pervade ta • • l 'k h. . h . s tlsttcs 1 e 1eroglyphics may appear 
in eac particular cas 'd 1 · 
b han th e acct enta , mere auxiliary means But it is not 
Y c ce at they ha h · tisements new ve sue a resemblance to countless adver-
. , spaper stereotypes I h . triumphs over what . , toys. n t em representation 

th ts represented Th · . . . . d erefore fa_ lse comprehe 'b•t· · e1r outsize, s1mpl1st1c an 'b'J• ns1 J Jty corroh h . st t tty of the inteUe tu I orates t e mcomprehen-£. 1 c a processes th 1 a seness - their blind unth. ki emse ves, from which their The · , in ng subsum · omnipresent images are none b ption - is inseparable. 
general, the average, the standarJ .... ~~1se_they present the wholly 



. ..,cegra} -·• invo.ke th~•oclrity. lie atl.d '-'UStorners th .. ...,L nrst Produce th at of the ho~ever ill\ta, 
. ernsetves I . e trash fo "tl\rorJd. °"' . , the lllagaz,nes; -.vha, . t ,. they "'ho hu , the CU.to,,,.,• ""' ""'-

Order which tak evfier rernained unsati finge~ for film rs, h~t the 
pr . es rorn th . s ed •n th s, tad10 th Ott>tses, only bunted "-'ith °!" ""thou, lli"'ng i .., ';,; 

en,, and at las, ott '"'""""""' fo, th . n -..,ge %a • 
fro.,, 'Yhicl, he v,;~ 

th- •ton0s in his Jer, .,, l!Oolo, to..., t it 
quarter of a CCntu olds bread in his ri h t hand for the h~ 
:'°"'ething di«.,,,,,::-•ha~~y citi-•, .,h! 8~ 0

';!.':i":•••~y, fo~ 
industry Which so een falling into the ,..._ ve '110'9.rn of h 

accurately cal I . - .. 1s of the ..... , ave no cause to take b cu ates their famished h ~"lture 
by Fasc;s,.. This sul,·un, rage at a Youth co""Ptcd to;;:,"- lo., 
the true hei,, of cu1,.1;:1ess. cultur.tlJy disinherited -:..m:: 
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M~ - The individual °""'8 his "'YStalli,a,;
0

n to the fonn, of 
pobttcai -Y, !>anicularly to thase of the ur1,an -lret. Even 
as the 0pp0nen, of the p,__ of SOcialization he remains th, 
1-'s tnost Panicular Product and i"' likeness. What enables run, 
to resist, that Streak of independence in him, springs from mona-
dologicaJ individual interest and its precipitate, character. The 
individual mirrors in his individuation the preordained social laws 
of exploitation, however mediated. This means too, however, that 
his decay in the Present phase must itself not be deduced individual-
istically, hut from the social tendency which asserts itself by means 
of individuation and not merely as its enemy. On this point re-
actionary cultural criticism diverges from the other kind. Reactionary 
criticism .often enough attains insight into the decay of indivi-
duality and the crisis of society, but places the ontological respon-
sibility for this on the individual as such, as something discrete ~d 
internal: for this reason the accusation of shallowness, lack of faith 
and substance is the last word it has to say, and return to the past 
its solace. Individualists like Huxley and Jaspers damn the in-
d"vidual for his mecha 1~cal emptiness and neurotic weakness, but 
die trend of their condemnation is rather to sacrifice the individual 
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. lf than to criticize the social principium individuationi.s. AI, 
hi~~ ths their polemics are already the whole untruth. Society is 
ha them as an unmediated community of men, from whose 

des the whole follows, instead of as a system not only encom-
attltu · th b h" d . th ing and deforming em, ut even reac mg own into at 
ha:anity which once conditioned them as individuals. By this 
uclusively human interpretation of the situation as it is, the crude 

:aterial reality that binds human beings to inhumanity is accepted 
even while being accused. In its better days, when it reflected his-
torically, the bourgeoisie was well aware of such interconnections, 
and it is only since its doctrine has degenerated to obtuse apologetics 
against socialism that it has forgotten them. It is not the least merit 
of Jakob Burckhardt's history of Greek civilization to have con-
nected the drying-up of Hellenistic individuality not only with the 
objective decline of the polis, but precisely with the cult of the 
individual: 'But following the deaths of Demosthenes and Phocion, 
the city is surprisingly depleted of political personalities, and not 
only of them: Epicurus, born as early as 342 of an Attic cleruch 
family on Samas, is the last Athenian of any kind to have world-
historical importance.' The situation in which the individual was 
vanishing was at the same time one of unbridled individualism, 
where 'all was possible': 'Above all, individuals are now wor-
shipped instead of gods.' 1 That the setting-free of the individual by 
the undermining of the polis did not strengthen his resistance, but 
eliminated him and individuality itself, in the consummation of 
dictatorial states, provides a model of one of the central contradic-
tions which drove society from the nineteenth century to Fascism. 
Beethoven's music, which works within the forms transmitted by 
society and is ascetic towards the expression of private feelings, 
resounds with the guided echo of social conflict, drawing precisely 
from this asceticism the whole fullness and power of individuality. 
That of Richard Strauss, wholly at the service of indivi~u~ ~!aims 
and dedicated to the glorification of the self-sufficient md1vtdual, 
thereby reduces the latter to a mere receptive organ of the mar~et, 

. . . .1 h "d d styles Within repressive an 1m1tator of arb1trar1 y c osen 1 eas an · 
. . . , . • ot only benefits but damages society the md1v1dual s emanctpatton n h f, fi eel 

him. Freedom from society r~bsh?im t-the sti::fers 0 ~e~:, c::~ 
For however real he may be m is re at1ons . , V I IV 

G . , . h Kulturgeschichta, Berlin I 902, o . ' I. Jakob Burckhardt, rzecmsc e 
PP· p5-iG. 
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siderecI absolutely, a mere abstraction b h 
'all . . ne as no co 

SOCi Y const1tuted, no impulse transeend· ntent that ia 
.J:-~- • . . tng SOCif'h, tha not 
~-a:a at asst.sting the social situation to tran :·J t is n Ch . . d . scend itsel£ t:- ot nst1an OCtrine of death and immortality · . • .c.Ven th f ab I · di 'd al' · ' in which th e o so ute m vi u 1ty 1s rooted, would be wholl . e_ notion 
not embrace humanity. The single man who h void ~fit did 
tality absolutely and for himself alone would .0P chfor 11Xllllor. . , insu Ji·. only mBate to preposterous dimensions the pri . 

1 
lllitatton 

· h'ch th · · · nap e of self. preservation w I e lDJuncuon that 'He that l05es hi li6 • 
save it' holds in check. Socially, the absolute status a.,,,,:tede, shall 
· di 'dual ks th · · fi 0 ..... to the m vi mar e transition rom the universal mediati social rela . ed' . h'ch on of . tlo~ - a m 1at1on. w 1 . , as exchange, always also 
requues curtailment of the particular interests realized through it_ 
to direct domination, where power is seized by the strongest, 
Through this dissolution of all the mediating elements within the 
individual himself, by virtue of which he was, in spite of every. 
thing, also a part of a social subject, he regresses, impoverished and 
coarsened, to the state of a mere social object. As something ab-
stractly realized, in Hegel's sense, the individual cancels himself 
out: the countless people who know nothing but their naked, prowl-
ing interest are those who capitulate the moment organization and 
terror overtake them. If today the trace of humanity seems to 
persist only in the individual in his decline, it admonishes us to 
make an end of the fatality which individualizes men~ o~ly t? break 
them completely in their isolation. The saving pnnciple 1s now 
preserved in its antithesis alone • 

' / 

\ ~ 
Bequest. - Dialectical thought is an attempt to break through the 
coercion of logic by its own means. But since it must use th~ 
means, it is at every moment in danger of itself acquiring a coercive 
character: the ruse of reason would like to hold sway over the 
dialectic too. The existing cannot be overstepped except by means 
of a universal derived from the existing order itself. The universal 
triumphs over the existing through the latter's own concept, and 
therefore, in its triumph, the power of mere existence constandy 
threatens to reassen itself by the same violence that broke it. 
Through the absolute rule of negation, the movement of thought as 
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· of unmanent 
. to becomes, in accordance Wlt? the pattern . . 

of i:\:..t;' u,uunl>iguouslY, exclusively, unplacably p011nve. E~ 
an~ . 'ubsumed under the principal economic phaseS and their 
thing is s t which each in tum historically shape the whole of 
de"eloprnen ' . f bat p . . . . thought in its entirety has something o w ariS18fl 
soe:iety,call le aenre chef d'oeuvre. That calamity is brought about 
arttsts O d l tha this · • ly by the stringency of such eve opment; t stnn-
precise . th l mad li . ency is itself linked to dotn!nation, _1~, at e east, not . e exp . at 

n·o·cal theory which, like uad1t1onal theory, awaits salvation 
inc ' · · tali thbo frotn stage-by-stage progression. S~mgency and to. ty, e_ ur-
geois intellectn•I ideals of necess•ty and generahty, do u,do,d 
circumscribe the formula of history, but for just this reason the 
constitution of society finds its precipitate in those great, unmov-
able, lordly concepts against which dialectical criticism and practice 
are directed, If Benjamin said that history had hithert0 been written 
from the standpoint of the victor, and needed to be written &om 
that of the vanquished,1 we rnight add that knowledge must indeed 
present the fatally rectilinear succession of victory and defeat, but 
should also address itself to those things which were not embraced 
by this dynamic, which fell by the wayside - what rnight be called 
the waste products and blind spots that have escaped the dialectic. 
It is in the nature of the defeated to appear, in their impotence, 
irrelevant, eccentric, derisory. What transcends the ruling society 
is not only the potentiality it develops but also all that which did 
not fit properly into the laws of historical movement. Theory must 
needs deal with cross-gained, opaque, unassimilated material, whicll 

such admittedly has from the start an anachronistic quality, but 
1s ri:ot wholly obsolete since it has outwitted the historical dynamic. 
This can most readily be seen in art, Children's books like Alic• in 
Wonderland or Struwwelpeter, of which it would be absurd to ask 
whether they are progressive or reactionary, contain incomparably 
more eloquent ciphers even of history than the high drama of 
Hebbel, concerned though it is with the official themes of ,tragic 
guilt, turning points of history, the course of the world and the 
individual, and in Satie's pert and puerile piano pieces there are 
flashes of experience undreamed of by the school of Schonberg, 
with all its rigour and all the. pathos of musical development behind 
it. The very grandeur of logical deductions may inadvertently take 
on a provincial quality. Benjamin's writings are an attempt in ever 

1. Walter Benjamin, 1/JuminatWns, London 1973, pp. 2~8--9. 
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new ways to make philosophically fruitful what has not Yet been 
foreclosed by great intentions. The task he bequeathed was not 
abandon such an attempt to the estranging enigmas of thouJ° 
alone, but to bring the intentionless. withi~ the_ realm of concepts~ 
the obligation to think at the same time d1alect1cally and undialec-
tically. 
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Gold assay. - Among the concepts to which, after the dissolution 
of its religious and the formalization of its autonomous norms, 
bourgeois morality has shrunk, that of genuineness ranks highest. 
If nothing else can be bindingly required of man, then at the least 
he should be wholly and entirely what he is. In the identity of each 
individual with himself the postulate of incorruptible truth, to-
gether with the glorification of the factual, are transferred from 
Enlightenment knowledge to ethics. It is just the critically indepen-
dent late-bourgeois thinkers, sickened by traditional judgements 
and idealistic phrases, who concur with this view. Ibsen's admittedly 
violated verdict on the living lie, Kierkegaard's doctrine of exist~ce, 
have made the ideal of authenticity a centrepiece of metaphysics. 
In Nietzsche's analysis the word genuine stands unquestioned, 
exempt from conceptual development. To the converted and 

. ~n~nven~ philosophers of Fascism, finally, values like authen-
tt~ty, heroic endurance of the 'being-in-the-world' of individual 
extsten_ce, ~rontier-situations, become a means of usurping religious-
authontartan ~a~os without the least.religious content. They lead 
t~ : denu~ciatton of anything that is not of sufficiently sterling 
~o l soul n to the c~re, that is, the Jews: did not Richard Wagner 

rea Y P ay off genuine German I . . 
thus misuse criticism of the meta against foreign dross and 
barisrn? Such abuse ho cul~re market as an apology for bar-' wever ts not ext . . genuineness. Now that t'ts wo' 1· . nns1c to the concept of 

rn-out 1very is bei Id a and patches are coming to 1. h tha ng so ou, seams ig t t were inv· 'bl . great days ~fits opposition. The untruth is I is1 Y. Present in the 
of genuineness itsel£ the ind' - 'd 1 If in the substra-

-- J~ '.J •. _' • ' IVI ua. lt 1S 1n th ' • • •naivt~uonu, as the antinnrt .. ., u - - -I • e PTln.crn,., -
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