is does not real}
wisdo: Y matter. Affectio .
™ need not fear infidelicy, sin;?;};c:mokn: nothing

against fa; of such

thlessnegs,

industry — o duplicate
f the unive;

isolated existence, are the claims
anxiously undertake %o second :: e:hyol;ght founded. Texts which
evitably succumb to banality, and to a nt;ep without omission in-
to the tension induced in the reader, b et related not only
S i, o i 0 b v s
bxh‘ty of their out-of-the-ordinary subject matter Y .the. SERmpL.
lucid treatment.? They show the recondite to be with its painfully
ment of mediocri i i 00 be o g conple
ty, which Simmel wrongly beli

But quite 2 Dt ngly eved Goethe’s

;ea_ =L & part from this, the demand for intellectual hones
nself' shonest. Even if we were for once t ith th
questionable directive that the iti K TR i the
o i t exposition should exactly reproduce
rocess il ought, this process would be no more a discursive
E!:fsson m stage to stage than, conversely, knowledge falls
p Heaven.. v Rather, knowledge comes to us through a network
o .p.re]udms, opinions, innervations, self-corrections, presup-
positions and exaggerations, in short through the dense, firmly-
founded but b}t no means uniformly transparent medium of
:tnlpcuenc& Of th‘xs the.Carwsian rule that we must address ourselves
y to objects, ‘to gain clear and indubitable knowledge of which
d,:WGemg-Sxmmel: vitalist philosopher and sociologist (1858-1918) of

8o

and disposition ©

» with all the orderas s opposedhz::

the intuition OF €5 ces‘r:f;h the er

hich in spite of everything asSert & emscl ves
o L . immediacy, in relato

every thoue™ ct, and not as ™ e
; mtelilf?ti‘:xalthi knowing subject- But in this lies e

d inadequacy- For i
uIelre repetition, whether of what was there

ich, for
. .a] forms, then the thought which,
o by forgoes the full transparency of

Jation to its object, It. It breaks the

the s2ke of e ill always incur 2 certain gui .
: PO WIby theyvery form of judgement. This l{lat.‘le-
pwmls:esempresblg that of life, which describes a wavering, deviating
i " ointing by comparison with its premisses, a‘nd yet which
e, Lo always less than it should be, is able, under

in this actual course, .
O:Zn conditions of existence, tO represent an unregnmented one.

g i jon di i 1d miss it. Anyone who
i its vocation directly, it wou y
E:dhgdfual:gei‘ril the consciousness of seemingly blameless succ'es§,
would secretly be the model schoolboy who reels off a.ll life’s
stages without gaps or omissions, an invisible satchel on his !Jack.
Every thought which is not idle, however, bears branded on it the
impossibility of its full legitimation, as we know in dreams that
there are mathematics lessons, missed for the sake of a blissful
morning in bed, which can never be made up. Thought waits to be
woken one day by the memory of what has been missed, and to be

transformed into teaching.

1. Wesensschau: allusion to the phenomenology of Husserl and Scheler.
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o TK exempted

- e of life must look hlge a )f:;)mathcﬁ e
» and by this

is not yet
ceal what is 10 yon\y reflects 2 much deeper oné-

sensb1a2% o ¢ thus €XP
. Bus 22 ervations which, beyond thought processe
cal rhythms, sense the approach

nsct ST
The unc® istence tO historl ' '
ey the world. Yet since integral society oes

ne indlyore
e co“ecﬁvizathﬂ ® indi tively within jtself as crus
leable mass, each individual dreads

not sO and mal .
them t0 :)morphouf which is felt as inevitable. Doing things

the pro ces i 20 attempt by the sensorium to set up a kind of

:tant against 2 threatening collectivization, to get 1

countef";_“ it by using the hours apparently left to freedom to

. or 1 . .
w:lhn%naelf as a member of the mass. The technique is to try t0
outdo the danger: One lives in a sense even worse, that is, with even

pects to have t0 live. At the same time one€

Jf, than one €X e |
llﬁ-nf through this playful excess of self-loss that to live in earnest
without 2 self could be easier, not more difficult. All this is done in

ce the earthquake. If

t haste, for no warning bells will announ
one does not take part, and that means, if one does not swim bodily
in the human stream, one fears, as when delaying t00 long to
join @ totalitarian party, missing the bus and bringing on oneself
the vengeance of the collective. Pseudo-activity is an insurance, the
expression of 2 readiness for self-surrender, in which one senses the
only guarantee of self-preservation. Security is glimpsed in adapta-
tion to the utmost insecurity. It is seen as licence for flight that
will take one somewhere else with the utmost speed. In the fanatical
love of cars the feeling of physical homelessness plays a part. Itis
at the bottom of what the bourgeois were wont to call, mistakenly,
the flight from oneself, from the inner void. Anyone who wants to
move with the times is not allowed to be different. Psychological
emptiness is itself only the result of the wrong kind of social
absorption. The boredom that people are running away from
merely mirrors the process of running away, that started long
before. For this reason alone the monstrous machinery of amuse-
ment keeps alive and constantly grows bigger without a single
person being amused by it. It channels the urge to be in on the act,
which otherwise, indiscriminately, anarchically, as promiscuity Of
wild aggression, would throw itself on the collective, itself con
sisting of none other than those on the move. Most closely related
to them are addicts. Their impulse reacts exactly to the dislocation
of mankind that has led from the murky blurring of the difference
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between town and country, the abolition of the hoyse vi
processions of millions of unemployed, to the deport t’ion: at:;
uprooting of peoples on the devastated European contine;, Th
nullity and lack of content of all collective rituals since the Yy, d:
Movement emerges retrospectively as a groping anticipation of
stunning historical blows. The countless people who suddenly syc.
cumb to their own quantity and mobility, to the swarming getavay
as to a drug, are recruits to the migration of nations, in whose
desolated territories bourgeois history is preparing to meet its end,

92
Picture-book without piciures.! — The objective tendency of the
Enlightenment, to wipe out the power of images over man, is not
matched by any subjective progress on the part of enlightened
thinking towards freedom from images. While the assault on images
irresistibly demolishes, after metaphysical Ideas, those concepts
once understood as rational and genuinely attained by thought, the
thinking unleashed by the Enlightenment and immunized against
thinking is now becoming a second figurativeness, though without
images or spontaneity. Amid the network of now wholly abstract
relations of people to each other and to things, the power of abstrac-
tion is vanishing. The estrangement of schemata and classifications
from the data subsumed beneath them, indeed the sheer quantity
of: :hhe materi.al processed, which has become quite incommensurable
:;’ chaitfiel:::xllz(l);:ozf il;zlttf\;i;:xal experience, ceas?lessl}f enforces an
men or houses that pervade st:I:i:g’ts:sslligknsiq T i jhtde° silbiouetues b
in each particular case accidental, me ® dl yphics ' Ay "

» mere auxiliary means. But it is not

tisements, news
triumphs ,over v;f:;g: riSStereo YPes, toys. In them representation
represented. Their outsize, simplistic and



but places the ontological respon-

» as something discrete and

and return to the past
Jaspers damn the in-

. celf than to criticize the social principium individuationis. As

himse ths their polemics are already the whole untruth. Society is

half";u them as an unmediated community of men, from whose

i d}e's the whole follows, instead of as a system not only encom-

attlt‘i‘n and deforming them, but even reaching down into that
gf;ar%ity which once conditioned them as individuals. By this
exclusively human interpretation of the situation as it is, the crude
material reality that binds human beings to inhumanity is accepted
even while being accused. In its better days, when it reflected his-
torically, the bourgeoisie was well aware of such interconnections,
and it is only since its doctrine has degenerated to obtuse apologetics
against socialism that it has forgotten them. It is not the least merit
of Jakob Burckhardt’s history of Greek civilization to have con-
nected the drying-up of Hellenistic individuality not only with the
objective decline of the polis,

but precisely with the cult of the
individual: ‘But following the deaths of Demosth

enes and Phocion,
the city is surprisingly depleted of political personalities, and not
only of them: Epicurus, born as early as 342 of an Attic cleruch
family on Samos, is the last Athenian of any kind to have world-
historical importance.’ The situation in which the individual was
vanishing was at the same time one of unbridled individualism,
where ‘all was possible’: ‘Above all, individuals are now wor-
shipped instead of gods.’* That the setting-free of the individual by
the undermining of the polis did not strengthen his resistance, but
eliminated him and individuality itself, in the consummation of
dictatorial states, provi

des a model of one of the central contradic-

tions which drove society from the nineteenth century to Fascism.
Beethoven’s music, which

works within the forms transmitted by
society and is ascetic towards the expression of private feelings,

resounds with the guided echo of social conflict, drav{ing_ ;?recxs.ely
from this asceticism the whole fullness and power of individuality.
That of Richard Strauss, wholly at the service of in.dlvu!ual. c‘lalmls
and dedicated to the glorification of the self-sufficient mdwndl\:a ;
thereby reduces the latter to a mere receptive organ of: the mar ':,té
an imitator of arbitrarily chosen ideas and styles. Wlthl;‘l :egar:::; ve
society the individual’s emancipation not only benefits fo‘; R
him. Freedom from society robs him of ‘the strenglt:rs g
For however real he may be in his relations to others, 2

‘ kob Burckhardt Gnechz.u‘he Kulturgsschtchtc, Berlin 1902, Vol. IV
I. Jako. > [ )
PP- 515—16.
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sidt.!red absolutely, a mere abst

‘ raction. He
s?qally constituted, no impulse transc:end?rs;gn osoc:in

tality absolutely and for himself alone
only inflate to Preposterous dimensic;
preservation which the injunction that ¢
save it’ holds in check. Socially, the ah
individual marks the transition

ns the Principle
He that loses hj life,
solute statyg granted to ¢he

from the universa] :
N X L mediaty
social relation — a mediation which, tion of

as exchan

requires curtailment of the particular interests mlii::i :}In“:,auy;h ?180
to direct domination, where power is seized by the stron &s;
Through this dissolution of all the mediating elements witlﬁngthe
individual himself, by virtue of which he Was, in spite of every-
thing, also a part of a social subject, he regresses, impoverished and
coarsened, to the state of a mere social object. As something ab-
stractly realized, in Hegel’s sense, the individual cancels himself
out: the countless people who know nothing but their naked, prowl-
ing interest are those who capitulate the moment organization and
terror overtake them. If today the trace of humanity seems to
persist only in the individual in his decline, it admonishes us to
make an end of the fatality which individualizes men, only to break
them completely in their isolation. The saving principle is now
preserved in its antithesis alone.

@)

Beguest. — Dialectical thought is an attempt to break through the
coercion of logic by its own means. But since it must use these
means, it is at every moment in danger of itself acquiring a coercive

: the ruse of reason would like to hold sway over the
dialectic too. The existing cannot be overstepped except by means
of a universal derived from the existing order itself. The universal
triumphs over the existing through the latter’s own concept, and

therefore, in its triumph, the power of mere existence constantly
threatens to reassert itself by the same violence that broke it.
Through the absolute rule of negation, the movement of thought as
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ich i absurd to ask
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1. Walter Benjamin, [lluminations, London 1973, PP o



new ways to make philosophically fruitful what has no
foreclosed by great intentions. The task he bequeathed
abandon such an attempt to the estranging enigmas of though,
alone, but to bring the intentionless within the realm of conceptg;
the obligation to think at the same time dialectically and undiaje,.
tically.

t yet beep

Was not ¢
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Gold assay. - Among the concepts to which, after the dissolution
of its religious and the formalization of its autonomous norms,
bourgeois morality has shrunk, that of genuineness ranks highest,
If nothing else can be bindingly required of man, then at the least
he should be wholly and entirely what he is. In the identity of each
individual with himself the postulate of incorruptible truth, to-
gether with the glorification of the factual, are transferred from
Enlightenment knowledge to ethics. It is just the critically indepen-
dent late-boutgeois thinkers, sickened by traditional judgements

and idealistic phrases, who concur with this view. Ibsen’s admittedly

violated verdict on the living lie, Kierkegaard’s doctrine of existence,
have made the ideal of

authenticity a centrepiece of metaphysics,
In Nietzsche’s analysis the word genuine stands unquestioned,
exempt from conceptual development. To the converted and
- unconverted philosophers of Fascism, finally, values like authen-
tcity, heroic endurance of the ‘being-in-the-world’ of individual

existence, frontier-situations, become 5 means of usurpj igi

ce, : urping religious-
:ut:x}:m;anan ;.)at}los without the least.religious content. They lead
o uﬁ enunciation of anything that is nog of sufficiently sterling
Wworth, sound to the core, that is, the Jews: did not Richard Wagner

already. play off genuine German

f::t t}ays Qf" its opposition, The untruth js
tum f:luse.nufneness itself, the individual, If it is in th 7o)
Vi . twm, as the anﬁnnf‘nn b L Y g e PrLries reesees
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