Greek God Project

1) Write a 500 word dictionary style introduction to a god of your choice. (See the OCD entry
below (on Athena) for an example).

2) Choose two literary passages and two pieces of ancient art that help support your entry and do
a close reading of two or three of your four texts. (ca 500 words, not including the passages).

3) Consider how you present the material. | recommend finding a nice template; Here are a few
offered by google.



https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/?ftv=1&tgif=c
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/?ftv=1&tgif=c

Copyrighted Material

Athena
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Athena in lliad 5. 733-7, *Homer describes how Athena ook off
the fimely-wrought robe “which dhe hersell kad made and woked
a with her own hands’ and “srmed herselfl for grievous war', This
incicdens encapsulaces the parsdomcal natare of & goddess who i as
skeifled im the propacason of clothes as she s fearkess n banbe; wihao
thiss umines i ber person the characenaie ewellences of hoth
sk, A the greater *Panathensea m Athens, the was presemnied
with & robe, the work of makbens” hands (see sssdmaonia, whach
wracdinhcaally porrayed tha bamke of the pods snd gisncs in which
she was the oumanding warrior on the side of the pods.

Her of crafis is exprossed in cuhs such as dhar of
Amhena Ergant. Athena the Crafigwoman or Maker: it exicnds
beyomd the “works' of woemen o carpentry, metabworking, and
nechnodogy of cvery kind, so cthar ar Athens ghe shared & 1emple
wnd a fesuval wish *Hephoesiis and can, od insance, he seen on
wases scabed (in full armoar) 0 & poitery. Her love ol battle s
soen, &8 we s 0 math, and abio m sech culus as chas of Athena
Victory (*Mike): she i regulady postraved fully amed, one leg

advanced, wearing her Sacgis

She is alo chacly ssocsed with the masculine world in her
mythological role a8 a helper of male heroes, most memorably
soen in her presenee beside Flerscles on several of the metopes of
the twemple of *Feus at *"Olympia. Indeed her imervention in
haitle aften takes the form of ‘swanding beside” o favourite (g
L 1 Z7E-m), (5he has scoordinghy been seen as every man's jdeal
whkder ater, in contras so the tomboy Artemis and sexy Aphrodioe
i Pricdrich, The Meaming of Aplradiee {1978)); but these modern
wesiom categonies marcely fit the Greek family ) Her virgimity is a
briclge between the two sides of her nature, Weaving i @ charss-
teristic acmwity of ordinary m.lﬂl.'htl perpemual wirgin,
who is not subject 1o the disincively femimine expenence of
“*childberth, is & masculine woman, & potential warmios
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the graddes of the Acropokis (see amvass, Torocmaser) and peotec-
wess of cines. Ciry-protecung was mos comemonly performed
by gonddesses rather than gods; and the other grear proweomess
was the other grear warrior-goskless of the lisd, Athena's close
amocie “Hera. Athena exercised this function in many cirkes
hesides Athens, ncluding Spama and (in the Mad) Troy. Achens
wras umigue only in the degree of prominence thar it assigeed et
iin this role

A hd: mles and fEsivals of Arthena seem e ndicae
ineress oaber than those discussed so i and it has ofien been
sugpesed thar ber familiar Clasical fundions have been pared
dewn friom a much broader oniginal competence. Bur this s woo
misch o dedhace from stray allasions (o cults the dewils of which
wre umsally wery buke known, The Ashena Mother' of *Els (Paus,
8 B s s pussle; and Athena's Bmived imrasions upon the
peeserees of other godds ar Athens—ihe cull of Athena of Health
*Hygicia} for isstancc—may smply reflear a sensdency of city-
protecuing gods e have a Bnger in every pic,

Arhena B wnigque among Greck pods in Bearing & connfectan
with & city imprinted in ber wery name. The precise lingaisic
ieladon between place and goddess is teasngly diffscalt 1o define:
ithe form of her name in carly Attic mscriptions is the adjectival
Afyvais, which maggess that she may in origim be “the Athcnian’
somcthing, the Ashenian Pallas for instance (Mallds Rifywain being
u regulsr Homerke formula). But this sccoust il leaves the
shoricr name-form Athena unceplained. Athondam themeclves,
off conaree, mressed the goddem’s aspociation with their city entha-
siaatically She was foser-mather of the carly king *Prechtheas’
possrasion of Attica. In Panhellenic mythology, however, she
shawwr no gpecial incerest in Athens or in Athenian heroes. The

association with Arhers does not appesr 10 sffeo ber fundsmen-
tal charscer.

Her esoat impomant syth @ char of her birth from the hesd of
Fews. I mresses her undque closeness v Zeas, 4 vinal qualicy ina
ciry prosecring goddess. and au the same vime the gap thar divides
et & chilld weithoun & rother, from the manermal side of e -
. In the cldem version (Hes, Theag 886—90) Feus became preg-
rant with Athena aiter swallowing *Meiss she was thus also 8
kind of reincamation of métls (pag, ‘amning melligence’.

It has im fac boen suggesed tha Arhena’s charscienstic maode
of smion, o mode thar unifies ber dverse funcbons
whille differeniating them from those of ather gods with which
M#mwmnuhmﬁmﬂnm

n her associaton with orafts and i her fove
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argued, it b for Inmance g0 be seen in her take Hippia, ‘of horses’,
which she acquires via a product of mitis, the bridie, whereas
*Poscidin Hippius embodics the animal’s brate srengrh. In
warfare she would express ratbonal force, wis empenila, in comEras
o i mindlcss violenoe off Ares. Ome may doubs, however, how
fundsrmental the oppostion (o Arel and the mobe of metl 0 feo
are in defiming her military funceion,

Precumars of Athena bave been idensified in Mycenacan mili-
tary or paleceprodeciing the only sold evidence & &
tantalizing reference in a Linear B tablet from Crossus o A-ta-na
po-ti-ni-ja.

Burkem, GR 13-4, M. Decesme amd P Vernam, Cesming

Peaelligraat in Greek Calrese amd Socicty (19750 P omg 1974 5 Deacy

ard A, Willing feds. ), Athesa in the Classical Wisrlad (2001 1 5 Dieacy, Athena
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Athenasum. *Hadrian's famows institution for the study of
Greek *thetoric and letters i the cenare of Rome. In the #th
cent. 40 it was the setting for public *dedamation in Lagin as well.
lis bocation is uncertain

E. Harleman, Frane 1981, 37 8. M. Boarsright, Hadrian and the Ciey of
Ramme [ 1987 ALSS

Athenssns (1) (il ca 2000, of *Nascrats n Egypi. His only
extant work, Asrmeeopirmal (The Learned Bamquet ), was proba-
bly completed in the years immediately follvwing the death of
*Commindus in a0 192 other chronslogical inderences are uscer:
tain. it belongs to the polyhistonic vanety of the symposium form
{:ﬂ:mm},rﬂiﬂiﬂdmlﬂbr'ﬂlhmunﬂ
*Didymas (1} It is now in fiteen books (originally perhaps 307
there & alsn an Epioms, which covers exadng gaps. A the
‘bamquet’, which extends cver several duys, philosophy. brerasure,
law, miedsine, and oither meerens are rq_e-dh’- l.#
Fummber of goeits. who in some cases bear bstoncsl nemes
(mest rastably ®Calen): 8 Cynle philssopher b strodoced 03 5
fail. The Roman hest, Larcnas, probably the authar’s patron, |s
atveated spigraphically (O & 212} The sympotic Famework, if
Bl devold of bumour snd [sometimes hesvy-handed) chassereri-
gation, is subordinate in interee o the collections of cxserpia
which sre introduced inte it These relse 1o ol the maserials and
accompaniments of convivial accaione they s drawn from a
vamt nussher of authorn, eapecially of the Middle and Mew *Com-
edy, wheme worka sre now kat; they are vahmable bath as biera-
pir and s illeatrating carlier Creek masnen. The onder of thess
extracts momedmes seggeets the use of lesica (Didymas (1),
(2} o of barcalin (we pinss), a8 well s of
limiz of (people made fun of in comedyc but Athe-
narus ha collected much independenily from the grest wrters
be cites mome 1,250 authors, gives the tigles of more than 1000
plays, and quotes maore than 1,000 lines of weree.
Text G Kalhel Trubnes. 1887 991 Episnme: § B Prppink (1937-9),
Texn and rasalivion 5 T Ol (M87- )






