
Chapter 1 

THE INTRODUCTION 

It having been shown i_n the foregoing d_iscourse, 
1~) That Adam h~d not either by natural right of ~atherhood, 

pasitive donation from God, any ~uch authority over his 
or. L or dominion over the world as 1s pretended. 
ch~:z.) eihat if he had~ his heirs, yet, ha_d no right to it. 

(
3
) That if his heirs had, th~re bem~ n? law ?f nat~e nor 

. •ve law of God that determmes, which 1s the right heir in all 
Po510 that may arise, the right of succession, and consequently of 
::sing rule, could not have been certai~y determined. 

(
4

) That if even th~t had been ?etermu:~ed, ye~ the knowledge 
f which is the,eldest lme of Adam s posterity, bemg so long since 

~tterly lost, that in the races of mankind and families of the world, 
there remains not to one above another, the least pretence to be 
the eldest ho.use, and to have the right of inheritance. 

All these premises having, as I think, been clearly made out, it 
is impossible that the rulers now on earth, should make any 
benefit~ or- ··derive any the least shadow of authority from that, 
which. is held to .be the fountain of all power, Adam's private 
dominion and ·paternal jurisdiction, so that, he that will not give 
just 0eea•sion, to, think that all government in the world is the 
product onlr.oHorce and violence, and that men live together by 
no other: rules ,but that of beasts, where the strongest carries it, 
and so ' la.y a-, foundation for perpetual disorder and mischief, 
tumult; sedition and rebellion, (things that the followers of that 
hypothesis· so loudly cry out against) must of necessity find out 
another rise of government, another original of political power, 
and another way of designing and knowing the persons that have 
it, than-what Sir Robert Film~r hath taught us. 

2. To this . ur ose I think it ay not be amiss, to set down 
what I take to be political power. hat the power of a magistrate 
over a subj'ect, m,ay e 1stmgms ed from that of a father over his 
children, a master over his servant a husband over his wife, and ' . 
a lord ever his slave. All which distinct powers happenmg 
sometimes •together in the same man, if he be considered under 
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these different relations, it may hel us . . 
powers one from another, and show th: dif£ to d1stmguish th 
of a commonwealth, a father of a fa ·1 erence betwixt a ese 
galley. mt Y, and a capt . ruler . . a1n of 

3 · Political power then I take to be . a 
penalti~s of death, and consequent!/ ~r::sof making laws With 
regulatmg and preserving of property d f s penalties, for h 
~!/he cofmmth unity, in the executio;:; s:chmlploying the fo~c: 

ence o e commonwealth fr f, . aws, and . 
only for the public good. om ore1gn injury, and a~f t~~: 

Chapter 2 
OF THE STATE OF NATURE 

.4: To understand political w . 
:1gi~ai we must consider whafsta:: ::1ght, and derive it from its 

at 1s, a state of ri £ men are naturall . 
dispose of th . pe reedom to order th . . y m, and err possessions, d err acaons d 
~he bounds of the law of an ~ersons as they think fit ~. t~ mg; pon the will of any ::e,;,:thout asking leave, or de;:n; 

state also"Of equ r h · is reci ocal a ity, w erein all th . pr:. , no one having more than e power and Jurisdiction 
more _evident, than that crea another: there being nothin 
promiscuously born to all th tures of the same species and raJ 
: : t;~r r:rhsame faculties, :hs::~ :t::eges oflnature, and the 

out subordin • equa one am 
master of them all ·sh uldabtton or subjection unless th I dongsdt 
set on bo ' 0 y any nifi ' e or an 
appoi~:ne ve another, and confer: dedara_tion of his will 

5. This nt an ~doubted right to do . _Y an evident and dear 
u 

O 
~uahtyofmen b n ~on and sovereignty. 

it ~h: :~~J:~dent f itself, aJ d b:~~dt:~ Judici~us Hooker looks 
on which he b:i~ that obligation to mu!:1sr on, that he makes 
whence he de . the duties they owe ove amongst men, 
words are· nves the great maxims of _on~ another, and from 

'Th lik' Justtce and charity Hi 
e e natur I · d · s 

it is no less their da m ucement, hath brough . 
those things h' huty, to love others th h t men to know that w 1c are l an t emselve f, • equa , must needs II h s, or seemg a ave one measure; if . f 

'f}{E sTA'fE OF NATURE II7 

. to receive good, even as much at every man's 

Jl110
t but wish wish unto his own soul, how should I look 

I ca y itlan can · · f" d I If be ballds, as an of my desire heren~ sa~1s 1e , un ess m_yse 
to ha"" anY ~-:: the like desire, wluch 1s undoubtedly in other 
c,teful to ""/15 and the same nature? to have anything offered 
J'.llen, being O ·0:~o this desire, must needs in all respects grieve 
theJil repugnhan s me so that if I do harm, I must look to suffer, 

s muc a ' Id h f theJil a . no reason that others shou s ow greater measure o 
there being than they have by me, showed unto them; my desire 
1°"" r ~• be loved of my equals in nature, as much as possible 
there i::'e ;paseth upon me a natural duty of bearing to tbem-
oiaYd fully the like affection; from which relation of equality 
-::' ' en ourselves and them, that are as ourselves, what several 
;:" and canons, n~tural reason bath drawn for direction of life, 

00 
man is ignorant (Ecclestasttcal Polity, Bk I [Ch. 8, p. 801). 
6. But thgugh this be a state of liberty, yet it is not a state of 

,licence, though man in that state have an uncontrollable liberty, 
to dispose of his person or possessions, yet he has not liberty to 
destroy himself, or so much as any creature in his possession, but 
where some nobler use, than its bare preservation calls for it. The 
,state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges 
everyone: and reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind, who 
will but consult it, that being all equal and independent, no one 
ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions. 

?1en being all the workmanship of one omnipotent, and 
mfm~tely wise Maker; all the servants of one sovereign master, 
s~nt mto the world by his order and about his business, they are 
~s property, whose workmanship they are, made to last during 
his, n?t one another's pleasure. And being furnished with like 

. faculties, sharing all in one community of nature, there cannot be 
supposed any such subordination among us, that may authorize 
us to destroy one another, as if we were made for one another's 
us~s, as the inferior ranks of creatures are for ours. Everyone as 
he is bound to preserve himself, and not to quit his station wilfully; 
so by the like reason when his own preservation comes not in 
comp~tition, ought he, as much as he can, to preserve the rest of 
~ nkmd, and may not unless it be to do justice on an offender, 
:/

1
.away, o~ impair the life, or what tends to the preservation of 
ife, the liberty, health, limb or goods of another. 
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7. And that all men may be restrained from invad· 
rights, and from doing hurt to one another, and the la:gf 0 thers' 
be observed, which willeth the peace and preservaf O nature 
mankind, the execution of the law of nature is in that 1~t of all 
into every man's hands, whereby everyone has a right to ate, ~ut 
the transgressors of that law to such a degree, as may hi ~unt~h 
violation. For the law of nature would, as all other lawn erhits 

· hi Id be · · "f th s t at concern men mt • s wor , m vam, 1 ere were nobod h 
in the state of nature, had a power to execute that law and thy t bat 

) 
. . , erey preserve the innocent and restram offenders, and if anyone i h 

\, state of nature may punish another, for any evil he has dn t e V ~ Vfryone may d~ so. For in ~ha~ state ?f rer!ect equality, w~::; 
·,o< ·~ aturally--there IS no supemmty or Junsdiction of one ov _ 

another, what any may do in prosecution of that law ev;ryo~r 
must needs have a right to do. ' e 

X,l>v- 8. And thus in the state of nature, one man comes by a power 
. }/ o~er_another; but yet no absolute or arbitrary power, to use a ·,l •"!> c~nal when he has got him in his hands, according to the 

pass10nate heats, or boundless extravagancy of his own will but 
only to retribute to him, so far as calm reason and conscience 
dictates, what is proportionate to his transgression, which is so 
much as may serve for reparation and restraint. For these two are 
the only reasons, why one man may lawfully do harm to another, 
which is what we call punishment. In transgressing the law of 
nature, the offender declares himself to live by another rule, than 
that of reason and common equity, which is that measure God 
has set to the actions of inen, for their mutual security: and so he 
becomes dangerous to mankind, the tie, which is to secure them 
from injury and violence, being slighted and broken by him. 
Which being a trespass against the whole species, and the peace 
an_d safety of it, provided for by the law of nature, every man upon 
this score, by the right he hath to preserve mankind in general, 
may restrain, or where it is necessary, destroy things noxious to 
them, and so may bring such evil on anyone, who hath trans-
gressed that law, as may make him repent the doing of it, and 
thereby deter him, and by his example others, from doing the like 
mischief. And in this case, and upon this ground, every man hath 
a right to punish the offender, and be executioner of the law of 
nature. 

STATE OF NATURE 
TllE 

119 

. ·u seem a very strange doctrine to 
bt not but this wi d n 'it I desire them to resolve I dou they con em , • h 

9· . but before . r state can put to death, or purus 
01en- prince o 'T" rt · some hat right any h rm· ts in their country. is ce am by w . me e com . f h m-,:11e, £or any en ction they receive rom t e pro 

an alien, s by virtUe of _any. s~n reach not a stranger. They speak 
their 1:twill of the leg•1~J•~ 'he bound to hearken to them. The 
ulga:~ him, nor if_ they ~h{~h they are in force over the subjects 
no~ 1 tive authority, tr h h no power over him. Those who have 
legt;:1:commonwealt f'm~tng laws in England, France o~ Hol-
%e supreme powe_r o but like the rest of the world, men without 
l nd are to an India~, if by the law of nature, every man hath 
:uthority: and ther~ ~:ffences against it, as he soberly judges ~e 

'ta power to purus h w the maoistrates of any commuruty, no . I see not o i:r • f him 
case to-require, . £ another country, since m re erence to , 
can punish an ahen o er than what every man naturally may have no more pow , theycan . 
have over another. . hich consists in violating the law, and 

io. Besides the ~f1:e ::le of reason, whereby a m_an_ so far 
varying from the g d declares himself to quit the pnnc1ples of 
becomes degenera:, anbe a noxious creature, there is comm~nly 
human nature, an to ther and some other man receives 
injury done to some pers~n or _o hich case he who hath received 
damage by his t:a:!rci::s~~~•r~;i: of punishment co~on to h~ 
any damage, ha . 1 . ht to seek reparation from him 
with other men, a part1cu a~ ng ho finds it just may also 
that has done it. And any ot er person_w . . recov;ring from 
join with him that is injured, andkass1s! ~i~. mn for the harm he 
the offender, so much as may ma e satis ac to 

has suffered. . . . h one of punishing the 
, . , Ii. From these two d1stmct _rights, t. e £fence which right 
crime for restraint, and preventmg the like. 0 a;ation which 
·of punishing is in everybody; the other of takm_g r;p pass that the 
belongs only to the injured ~arty, comes ~t o mmon right of 
magistrate, who by being magistrate& hath e c~he public good 
,punishing put into his hands, can ° en, w . e~~e unishment of 
demands not the execution of the la_w' ~rrut t a~not remit the 
criminal offences by his o~ authonty' ut Y~ c damage he has 
satisfaction due to any pnvate mantli fo~ t e e has a right to 
received. That, he who has suffered e amag 
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demand in hi~ own name, and he alone can remit· 
pers~n has this power of appropriating to hims If the dalllnified 
service of the offender by right of self e , the good 
h ' -preservati s or 

as a power to punish the crime to preve . on, as every ..,. · b h • ' nt its be· •11an agam, Y t e nght he has of preserving all m king conunitted 
all reasonable things he can in order t th an md, and doi 
that every man in the state of naturo hat end: and thus it ~g 

db e,asap 1s 
mur erer, oth to deter others from d . h . ower to kill ' . omgt e lilc · • a no reparaaon can compensate by th e lilJury wh· h 
th d . ' e example of th ' ic at atten s it from everybody d 1 e Punish-' an a so to s •11ent attempts of a criminal who ha,,;... ecure men from th 

rul ' • u,g renounced e mon e and measure God hath . reason, the con.. • . , given to m ki d •11-
unJust violence and slaughter he h h an n ' hath by the 
declared war against all manki d dath committed upon on 

I. n , an t erefore be e, 
as a ion or a tiger, one of those w"ld may destroyed 
men can have no society nor securt . ::~age beast~, _with whom 
the great law of nature 'Whos htydd h upon this is grounded 
shall his blood be shed', [G o _s e et man's blood, by man . enes,s 9·6) And C • 
convmced, that everyone had a righ; t~ d am was s? fully 
that after the murder of his b th h estroy such a criminal 
findeth me, shall slay me' [G ro ~r, e cries out, 'Everyone tha; 
the hearts of all mankind. enes,s 4:14]; so plain was it writ in 

12· By the same reason may a • th 
punish the lesser breaches 'of th Iman m . e state of nature 
manded, with death;> I at aw. It will perhaps be de-
punished to that d an~s~er, each trans~ession may be 
to make _it an ill ba~am' to th:~:es:d muc~ sev~nty as will suffice 
and terrify others from doin th lilc er, give him cause to repent, 
co~tted in the state of nat!e e ~- Every offence that can be 
punished, equally, and as far fo~:ay _m the s!ate of nature be also 
~or though it would be beside as 1t may, ma commonwealth; 
mto the particulars of th ls my pfresent purpose, to enter here 

. h e aw o natur . punis ment; yet it is certai th . h e, or its measures of 
intelligible and ;lain to n. ere is sue a law, and that too, as 
law, as the positive law a tational creature, and a studier of that 
as much as reason i·s e s_o commbe onwealths, nay possibly plainer-
. . asier to unde t d h h . ' intricate contrivances of f rs . oo ' t an t e fancies and 
interests put into word . ~en, ollowmg contrary and hidden 
municipal laws of coun:iesor sh~ htruly anlre a great _part of the 

' w ic are o y so far right, as they 

THE STATE OF NATURE 12.I 

d n the law of nature, by which they are to be 
f de o 

are oud nd interpreted. 
regulate a his strange doctrine, viz. that in the state of nature, 

13• T\t the executive power of the law of nature, I doubt 
everyon~ a~ll be objected, that it is unreasonable for men to be 
~ot bu~~t treir own ca~es, that self-love will m~ke men ~artial to 
1udges 1 and their friends. And on the other side, that 111 nature, 
the~se ve~d revenge will carry them too far in punishing others. 
pasdif ~e nothing but confusion and disorder will follow, and 
An ::refore God hath certainly appointed government to re-
tbat_ t the partiality and violence of men [Romans 13:4]. I easily 
stra~ that civil government is the proper remedy for the incon-
~a~e~ces of the state of nature, which must certainly be great, 
v~re men may be judges in their own case, since 'tis easily to be 
~gined, that he who was so unjust ~s to do hi~ brother an injury, 
will scarce be so just as to condemn himself for 1t: but I shall desire 
those who make this objection, to remember that absolute mon-
archs are but men, and if government is to be the remedy of those 
evils, which necessarily follow from men's being judges in their 
own.cases, and the state of nature is therefore not [to] be endured, 
I desire to know what kind of government that is, and how much 
better it is than the state of nature, where one man commanding 
a-multitude, has the liberty to be judge in his own case, and may 
do to all his subjects whatever he pleases, without the least liberty 
to anyone to question or control those who execute his pleasure? 
And in whatsoever he doth, whether led by reason, mistake or 
passion, must be submitted to? Much better it is in the state of 
nature wherein men are not bound to submit to the unjust will of 
another: and if he that judges, judges amiss in his own, or any 
other case, he is answerable for it to the rest of mankind. 

14. 'Tis often asked as a mighty objection, where are, or ever 
Wete;,,there any men in such a state of nature? To which it may 
~uffice as an answer at present; that since all princes and rulers of 
mdependent governments all through the world, are in a s~ate of 
nature, 'tis plain the world never was, nor ever will be, without 
numbers of men in that state. I have named all governors of 
independent communities whether they are, or are not, in league 
with others: for 'tis not ev;ry compact that puts an en~ to the state 
of nature between men, but only this one of agreeing together 
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mutually to enter into one comm . 
other pro~ises and compacts umty' and make one b d 
and yet still be in the state ot' men may make one w·~ YP<>litic• 
for true½, etc. between the two::~:: The promises a: d bnother'. 
by Garcdaso de Ia Vega, in his hi the desert island a~gains 
and an Indian, in the woods orory ot Peru, or be~:nt1oned 
though they are perfectly in a stat~nca, ar~ binding toa ttwiss 
andother. For truth and keeping of£ . ~abeture, m reference t em, 
an not as_ members of society a1t longs to men o one 

T th 
. 'as men 

1 5· o ose that sa th • 
of nature; I will not oJ; o;re :e:;: never a~y men in the stat 
~ooker (Eccl~siastical Polity, I, c: :uthonty of the judicio~ 
the laws which have been hitherto . o_ [p. 87J) where he says 

nature, 'do bind men absolute} mentioned', i.e. the laws of 
they have never any settled fell~;::~ as they are men, although 
ment amongst themselves what to do I~, never any solemn agree-
as we are not by ourselves suffi . r not to do, but forasmuch 
compete?t store of things, needfu;e;t to fumi~h ourselves with 
doth desICe, a life, fit for the di . or such a life, as our nature 
those defects and impe..£ . gru~ of man; therefore to supply 

d I I 
nectlons which · . . an so e y by ?urselves, we are naturall . are m us, as hvmg singly 

and fellowship with others thi Y mduced to seek communion 
themselves, at first in politi~ socf the cause of men's uniting 
all men are naturally in that etles . But I !11oreover affirm, that 
consents they make th Jstate, and remam so, tiU by their own 
a d Id emse ves member f 1· . . n oubt not in the se uel of thi . s O some po 1t1c society; 

q s discourse, to make it very dear. 

Chapter 3 
OF THE STATE OF WAR 

I 6. The state of w . 
therefore declaring by:;:: ;:ate ~f enmity and destruction; and 
but a sedate settled desi action, not a passionate and hasty 

stat~ of war with himgn, ~pon another man's life, puts him i~ 
mtent10n and so h agamst whom he has declared h ak ' as expos d h · Jj£ sue an t en away by him, or an e is ~e. to the other's power to be 

esp~:>uses his quarre1t?rn~~~at Joms with him in his defence, 
e a right to destroy that h. h g reasonable and just I should 

w IC threatens me with destrucn· on. 

T H E STATE OF WAR 
I 2.3 

d ntal law of nature, man being to be preserved, 

f
or by the fun a~ble when all cannot be preserved, the safety of 

h s possi e, d h .. 
5 

.cnuc a . be preferred: and one may estroy a man w o 
"' ent is to d · hi be" the iflnoC him or has discovere an enmity to s mg, 
.cnakes war upon n that he may kill a wolf or a lion; because such 

th 
arne reaso ' 1 f h for es der the ties of the common aw o reason, ave no 

.cnen are no~ un that of force and violence, and so may be treated 
other rule,£ ut y those dangerous and noxious creatures, that will 
as bea5t:: /e~~~y him, whenever he falls into their power. 
be :ure And hence it is, that he who attempt~ to ge~ another man 
. 

0 

tis absolute power, does thereby put himself mto a_ state of 
int with him; it being to be understood as a declaration of a 
wd~ pon his life For I have reason to conclude, that he who 

esign u ·. · Id would' get me into his power without my consent, wou use me 
ashe.,pleased, when he had got me there, an~ destroy me too ~he_n 
he ;had a fancy to it: for nobody can desue to have me m his 
absolute power, unless it be to compel me by force to that, which 
is against the right of my freedom, i.e. make me a slave. To be free 
from such force is the only security of my preservation: and reason 
bids me look on him, as an enemy to my preservation, who would 
take away that freedom, which is the fence to it: so that he who 
makes an attempt to enslave me, thereby puts himself into a state 
of war with me. He that in the state of nature, would take away 
the freedom, that belongs to anyone in that state, must necessarily 
be supposed to have a design to take away everything else, that 
freedom being the foundation of all the rest: as he that in the state 
of society, would take away the freedom belonging to those of that 
society or commonwealth, must be supposed to design to take away 
from them everything else, and so be looked on as in a state of war. 
. .I8. This makes it lawful for a man to kill a thief, who has not 
10 the least hurt him, nor declared any design upon his life, any 
further ~n by the use of force, so to get him in his power, as to take 
away his money, or what he pleases from him: because using force, 
;here he has no right, to get me into his power, let his pretence 

e what it will, I have no reason to suppose, that he, who would 
take away my liberty, would not when he h ad me in his power, 
take away everything else. And therefore it is lawful for me to 
ir:at ?im,_ as ~me who has put himself into a state of war with me, 
· · kill him if I can; for to that hazard does he justly expose 
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himself, whoever introduces a state of war, and is a . 
19. And here we have the plain difference betwee~1Jissor in it. 

nature, and the state of war, which however some e state of 
confounded, [yet] are as far distant, as a state of peace me~ h~"e 
mutual assistance, and preservation, and a state of enmiioo rill, 
~i~lence, and mutual. destruction are_ one from anoth;~~ce, 
living together according to reason, without a common s _en 

arth . h th . . d be upenor on e , wit au onty to JU ge tween them, is properly the 
state of nature. But force, or a declared design of force upo h 
person of another,_ w~ere there is no commo,n superior 
to appeal t~ for relief, 1s the_ state of war: and tis the want of such 
an appeal g1v~s a m~n the nght of war e~en against an aggressor, 
though he be m society and a fellow sub1ect. Thus a thief, whom 
I cannot harm but by appeal to the law, for having stolen all that I 
am worth, I may kill, when he sets on me to rob me, but of my horse 
or coat: because the law, which was made for my preservation, 
where it cannot interpose to secure my life from present force, 
which if lost, is capable of no reparation, permits me my own 
defence, and the right of war, a liberty to kill the aggressor, because 
the aggressor allows not time to appeal to our common judge, nor 
the decision of the law, for remedy in a case, where the mischief may 
be irreparable.Want of a common judge with authority, puts all men 
in a state of nature: force without right, upon a man's person, makes 
a state of war, both where there is, and is not, a common judge. 

20. But when the actual force is over, the state of war ceases 
between those that are in society, and are equally on both sides 
subjected to the fair determination of the law; because then there 
lies open the remedy of appeal for the past injury, and to prevent 
future harm: but where no such appeal is, as in the state of nature, 
for want of positive laws, and judges with authority to appeal to, 
the state of war once begun, continues, with a right to the innocent 
party, to destroy the other whenever he can, until the aggressor 
offers peace, and desires reconciliation on such tenJlS, as may repair 
any wrongs he has already done, and secure the innocent for the 
future: nay where an appeal to the law, and constituted judges 
lies open, but the remedy is denied by a manifest perverting of 
justice, and a barefaced wresting of the laws, to protect or 
indemnify the violence or injuries of some men, or party of men, 
there it is hard to imagine anything but a state of war. For 

SLAVERY 

. d and injury done, though by hands 
. . l nee is use ' . ·11 . 1 d i·n1·ury Ver vio e . 1•usti'ce it is sti vio ence an , here dJ.llllllSter , f 1 h w ointed to a with the name, pretences, or f?rms o aw, t e 

apP ver coloured otect and redress the innocent, by an 
bo;:,hereof beifl:g to r: to all who are under it; wherever that 
en biased application o i /is made upon the sufferers, who having 

t bona fide done, ~aht them they are leh to the only remedy 1s no n earth to rig ' 
no appeal o eal to heaven. 
in such cases, ~d :~ state of war (where~ there is ~o appeal but 

2,1 . 'fo avoi h . every the least difference is apt to end, 
d w erem h d ) · 

to heaven, a? h i'ty to decide between t e conten ers 1s 
h s no aut or . • d where t ere i of men's putting themselves mto society~ an 

one .great reason of nature. For where there is an authonty, a 
quitting the state m which relief can be had by appeal, there the 
Power on earth, fhro t of war is excluded, and the controversy . oft e sta e h cont1ouance Had there been any sue court, any 

·d d by that power. h 'gh b is dec1 e . . rth to determine t e n t etween . • · diction on ea , f 
superior 1uns Amm . tes they had never come to a state o 
Jephtha and the <t~ced to appeal to heaven. 'The Lord the 
war, but we see he o th. s day between the children of Israel, 
judge' (sa~s he) 'b; ~on;(Judges 11: 27) and then prosecuting, 
and the c_htldren eal he leads out his army to . battle: and 
and relymg on his app ' . where the question is put, who 
therefore in such controv;rs1es, ho shall decide the contro-
shall be judge? it cannot he mJea~:h: here tells us, that 'the Lord 
versy; everyone knows w at ep h . no judge on earth, the 
the judge'' shall ju?ge. Where t ere is tion then cannot mean, 
appeal lies to God m heaven. Thathqu~s t himself in a state of 
who shall judge? whether another J at h hu did appeal to heaven 
war with me, and whether I may a~ ep a ~wn conscience, as 
in it? Of that I myself can only be Judge m my •udge of all men. 

- I will answer it at the great day, to the supreme J 

Chapter 4 
OF SLAVERY 

. . o be free from any super~or 
22. The natural liberty of man is t d the will or legislative 

power on earth, and not to be uhn 1r f nature for his rule. 
authority of man, but to have only t e aw 0 
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The libeny of man, in society is to be und 
b h bl . ' er no oth I . power, ut t at esta 1shed, by consent in th er egtslati d h d . . f , e conun ve nor un er t e omimon o any will or restr • f 0 nwealth 

what the legislative shall enact, acc~rding t;1;t O any law, bu; 
Freeclom then is not what Sir Robert Filmer tells u: [ ~ust rut_ in it. 
for everyone to do what he lists, to live as he plea 75], a liberty 
be tied by any laws' : but freedom of men under g:s, and not to h d . l 1· b verrunent . to ave a: stan mg ru e to 1ve y, common to every f ' ts, 

. d d b h I · l · one O that society, an ma e if t e eg1s at1ve power erected in it· I'b 
to follow my own will in all things, where the rule presc~i~b 1 eny d b b . h . es not• an not to e su Ject to t e mconstant, uncertain unkno ' 
~rbitrary will of another man. As freedom of nature is' to be un7' 
no other restraint but the law of nature. er 

2 3. This freedom from absolute, arbitrary power, is so neces-
sary to, and closely joined with a man's preservation, that he 
cannot part with it, but by what forfeits his preservation and life 
together. For a man, not having the power of his own life, cannot, 
by compact, or his own consent, enslave himself to anyone, nor 
put himself under the absolute, arbitrary power of another, to 
take away his life, when he pleases. Nobody can give more power 
than he has himself; and he that cannot take away his own life, 
cannot give another power over it. Indeed having, by his fault, 
forfeited his own life, by some act that deserves death; he, to 
whom he has forfeited it, may (when he has him in his power) 
delay to take it, and make use of him to his own service, a~d he 
does him no injury by it. For, whenever he finds the hardship of 
his slavery outweigh the value of his life, 'tis in his power, by 
resisting the will of his master, to draw on himself the death he desires. 

24. This is the perfect condition of slavery, which is nothing 
else, but the state of war continued, between a lawful conqueror, 
and a captive. For, if once compact enter between them, and i_nake 
an agreement for a limited power on the one side, and obedience 
on the other, the state of war and slavery ceases, as long as the 
compact endures. For, as has been said, no man can, by agree-
ment, pass over to another that which he hath not in himself, a 
power over his own life. 

I confess, we find among the Jews, as well as other nations, 
that men did selJ themselves; but, 'tis plain, this was only to 

-
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. . ·dent the person sold was For it is ev1 ' h 
ot to slavery. . ' des otical power. Fort e mast~r 

drudger}', n bsolute, arb1~rary, ~n time, whom, at a certam 
not under an :e ower to kill him, a\ of~is service: and the master 
could not :: ob/;ged to le} go /::.°i::.ving an arbitrary power o'{;" 
tune, he ':ervant was so art r leasure, so much as marm him, ut 
of s~ch a hat he could not,ha pt him free (Exodus 21) . 
bis life, t f n eye, or toot ' se 
the loss o a 

Chapter 5 
OF PROPERTY 

, . tural reason, which tells_ us, that 
, Whether we consider na . ht to their preservation, and 

2.5.being once bom,d hadv~ t r:!d such other things~ as nature 
mer:i, 1 to meat an rm ' . which gives us an 
cc;seiuf;: ~heir subsisten~e: 0 ~::~e~~!1~~rld to Adam, and to 
a or t of those grants Go ma h t God as King David says accoun , · ry clear t a , , · 
N h and his sons, tis ve h t'h to the children of men ' given oa ' 'h ·vent eear d . ms to 
(Psalms u5:16) as g1 on But this being suppose 'it sete have 
it to mankind in comm . an one should ever come o 
some a very great di~ficulty' ~f wot c~ntent myself to an~~er' that 

ro erty in anythmg: I Wl n u on a suppos1t1on, 
:f~t i! difficult to make :i°' pror~·~terity in common;t " 
God gave the world to A am an . ersal monarch, should ave 
impossible that any man, but o.~.e ~m;hat God gave the worl1 
an roperty' upon a suppos1 _ 10 ' lusive of all the rest o is 
Ada! and his heirs in succession, ~xc how men might come to 
posterity. But !shall endeav;'"ra:.• o'tdiat which God gave ~f 
have a property m severa hp ·thout any express compact 
mankind in common, and t at Wl th 
all the commoners. ld to men in common, ha f 

2.6 God who hath given the wor f 't to the best advanta~e o 
· ' ke use o 1 · · a1ven also given them reason to ma h d 11 that is therem, is "" h 

life and convenience. The eart 'fa~ 0~ their being. And thoug 
to :Uen for the support and com O d beasts it feeds, belong to 
all the fruits it naturally produces, anoduced by the sponta?e_ous 

. . they are pr . domimon, mankmd m common, as • inally a private h 
hand of nature; and nobody_ h;s . :r~!y of them, as they are t us 
exclusive of the rest of mankm ' 1 
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in their natural state: yet being given for the u f 
f . b se o Ille h must o 'Ilecessity e a means to appropriate thern n, t ere 

other before they can be of any use, or at all benesf~n:1e
1 

Way or 
· l Th fr · · 1c1a to parocu ar man. e wt, or vemson, which nourish h a~y 

Indian, who knows no enclosure, and is still a tenant ines t e Wtld 
be h. d hi . f h common must IS, an so s, I.e. a part o im, that anothe ' 

l h ' h · b£ . rcanno onger ave any ng t to It, e1ore It can do him any good£ h 
support of his life. or t e 

2 7. Though the earth, and all inferior creatures be comm.on t 
all men, yet every man has a property in his own person. Thi~ 
nobodx has a~y right to but himself. The labour of his body, and 
<the work of his hands, we may say, are properly his. Whatsoever 
then he removes out of the state that nature hath provided, and 
left it in, he hath mixed his labour with, and joined to it something 
that is his own, and thereby makes it liis property. It being by him 
removed from the common state nature placed it in, it hath by 
this labour something annexed to it, that excludes the common 
right of other men. For this labour being the unquestionable 
property of the labourer, no man but he can have a right to what 
that is once joined to, at least where there is enough, and as good 
left in common for others. 

28. He that is nourished by the acorns he picked up under an 
oak, or the apples he gathered from the trees in the wood, has 
certainly appropriated them to himself. Nobody can deny but ~he 
nourishment is his. I ask then, when did they begin to be his? 
When he digested? Or when he eat? Or when he boiled? Or w~e_n 
he brought them home? Or when he picked them up? And tis 
plain, if the first gathering made them not his, nothing else could. 
That labour put a distinction between them and common. That 
added something to them more than nature, the common moth~r 
of all, had done; and so they became his private right. And will 
anyone say he had no right to those acorns or apples he thus 
appropriated, because he had not the consent of all mankind to 
make them his? Was it a robbery thus to assume to himself what 
belonged to all in common? H such a consent as that was neces-
sary, man had starved, notwithstanding the plenty God had given 
him. We see in commons, which remain so by compact, that 'tis 
the taking any part of what is common, and removing it out of 
the state nature leaves it in, which begins the property; without 
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u.9 

d the taking of this or tha 
on is of no use. consent of all the common-

}tich the coO:pend on the e:x:p~. t· the turfs my servant has cut; 
wart does not s my horse has i ' re ave a ri t to t em 
p 'fhus the gras digged in any place w e ty without the assig-ers. I have my proper , . 
and the ore with others, bec~de The labour that was ~nd 
in cotnJllon consent of any o .!~n state they were in, hath foce 

tlon or t of that com na . themou 
reilloving in them. . . nsent of every commoner~ n~ces-
IllY prope~king an e:x:~h~it co himself any part of what is gi~en 

2-9• By one's appropriatmg to could not cut the meat ~hich 
satY to any n children or serva?~s d for them in common, with<:>ut 
in coIJllll0 

' master had provi e h gh the water runrung 
their fathei: orveryone his peculiar pahrt. T oudoubt but that in the . ·ngtoe , tw ocan , . 
assign£ tain be everyone s~ ye , tt· labour hath taken it out 
in the ~unhis only who drew it o1;1t- IS common and belonged 

· ·t her is h re 1t was ' d · 
pf ch hands of nat?re, w e d h th thereby appropriate It to 
o t I~ to all her children, an a 
e~ua & the deer, that Indian's wh~ 
bimse Thus this law of reason m~es d who hath bestowed his 

. h 3hok. illed it· 'tis allowed to be his_goo s the common right of 
at , h gh b fore 1t was . . . d rt labour upon it, t ou e h re counted the civilize pa 

everyone. And amongst thos~ w oda multiplied positive la_ws. to 
of mankind, who hav_e m~ . e t~aw of nature for the begmrung 
determine property' this onrna mmon still takes place; and by 
of property, in what was be ore co hes\n the ocean, that gre~t 
virtue thereof, what fish anyone catc k" d· or what ambergns 
and still remaining common of bmant~:t ;emoves it out of that 
anyone takes up here, is bf ~he la o;~is roperty who takes th~t 
common state nature left it m, mad ihe hare that anyone is 
pains about it. And even amongSt u~ during the chase. For 
hunting is thought his who pursues er mmon and no man's 

' . l k d on as co , b being. a beast that is still oo e up lo ed so much labour a out 
private possession; whoever has emp Yh has thereby removed 
any of that kind, as to find and pu~sueh ewr'as common, and hath 

f wherem s e her from the state o nature, 
begun a property. . t this that if gathering the 

3 1. It will perhaps be obJected O ' kes a right to them, 
acorns or other fruits of the earth, ehtc. milal To which I answer, 

' h asew -then anyone may engross-as muc 
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not so. 'The same law of nature, that does by this 
property, does also bound that property too 'G means give us 
all things richly' ( 1 Timothy 6:17) is the voice · f od has given Us 
b · · · B h r. o reason c nf' Y mspiratton. ut ow rar has he oiven it us:> 'T . 0 Irrned 

C)& • oenJoy ' A asanyonecanmakeuseofto anyadvantageof 1·r. b r. • . smuch 
h h b hi l bo . tre e1ore It il so muc _e ~ ay y s a ur fix a property in. Wh spo ~; 

beyond this, 1s more than his share and belo atever 1s 
N h . ' ngs to oth ot mg was made by God for man to spoil or destr And ers. "d . th l f oy. thu cons1 enng e p enty o natural provisions there was l . s 
in the world, and the few spenders, and to how sma~ ong tl.llle 
h . . h . d f a part of t at prov1S1on t e m ustry o one man could extend its If d 

· h · d" f h e ' an engross 1t to t e pre1u ice o ot ers; especially keeping within the 
bounds, ~et by reason of what might serve for his use; there could 
be then little room for quarrels or contentions about property so 
established. 

3 2. But the chief matter of property being now not the fruits 
of the earth, and the beasts that subsist on it, but the earth itself; 
as that which takes in and carries with it all the rest: I think it is 
plain, that property in that too is acquired as the former. As much 
land as a man tills, plants, improves, cultivates, and can use the 

.r:pr-oduct of, so much is his property. He by his labour does, as it 
were, enclose it from the common. Nor will it invalidate his right 
to say, everybody else has an equal title to it; and therefore he 
cannot appropriate, he cannot enclose, without the consent of all 
his fellow commoners, all mankind. God, when he gave the world 
in common to all mankind, commanded man also to labour, and 
the penury of his condition required it of him. God and his reason 
commanded him to subdue the earth, i.e. improve it for the benefit 
of life, and therein lay out something upon it that was his own, 
his labour. He that in obedience to this command of God, 
subdued, tilled and sowed any part of it, thereby annexed to it 
something that was his property, which another had no title to, 
nor could without injury take from him. 
. 33. was this appropriation of any parcel of land, by 
IrnproVIng 1t, any prejudice to any other man, since there was still 
enough, and as good left; and more than the yet unprovided could 
use. So that in effect, there was never the less left for others 
because of his enclosure for himself. For he that leaves as much 
as another can make use of, does as good as take nothing at all. 

PROPERTY 
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. . d b the drinking of another 
think himself m1ure ht :ho had a whole river of 

r,J'obodY co~!e took a good dra;;h his thirst. And the case of 
an thoug left him to q_ue gh of both is pedectly the 

Jll ' Jlle water h e there ts enou ' the sa ter w er 
land and wa ' in common; but since he gave 
saJlle· God gave the ~orlddt~h:i;~eatest conveniences of life the! 

34· their benefit, an . . cannot be supposed he mea~t tt 
it theIIl fo:ble to draw from tt, tt and uncultivated. He gave It t? 
were capl ays remain common . al (and labour was to be his 
should a f: he industrious and rattontorisness of the quarrelsome 
the use ? ·) not to the fancy odr cove d left for his improvement, 
-·t1e to it, H that ha as goo h t 
tt ontentious. e ded not complain, oug t not ? 
and c lready taken up, nee . ed by another's labour: tf 
:erdl: ~ith ~hat w;s _alr;:t~ :::::; of another's pain~, w~~h 
he did, 'tis ,!'lam he c;ire t the ground which God had given im 
he had no right to, an no l hour on and whereof there was as 
. common with others to a d a~d more than he knew what 
tn . d 1 ft s that already possesse ' 
goo e , a . . d ould reach to. h 
to do with or his m ustry c . ·n England or any ot er ' · I d that 1s common 1 ' h 3 5. 'Tis true, m ai:i eo le under government, w o 
country, where there ts plenty of p p enclose or appropriate 

d mmerce no one can have money an co ' f 11 his fellow commoners: 
any part, without the consent o a . by the law of the land, 

hi . 1 ft mmon by compact, 1.e. because t s ts e c~ ough it be common, in respect 
which is not t~ ~e violated. ~fd th kind· but is the joint property 
of some men, it ts no~ so to_ a ma~ es ;he remainder, after such 
of this country, or this pansh. BeSid h' t f the commoners as 
enclosure, would not be as good tJ t 1f ::k~ use of the whole: 
the whole was, when they c~ul a r f the great common 
whereas in the beginning and fir~t peop 1fa~v°man was under, was 
of the world, it was quite otherwise. Th~ d nd his wants forced 
rather for appropriating. G?d comman ~i~; could not be taken 
him to labour. That was his p~opero/ wAnd hence subduing or 
from him wherever he had f~xed it. . . we see are joined 
cultivating the earth, and havmg domim; n, th t God by com-
together. The one gave title to the other. 0 a •at; And the 
manding to subdue, gave authority s~ far t o.:I'prop~t ma~rials to 
condition of human life, which reqmres a ur_ an 
work on, necessarily introduces private possessions. 
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36. The measure of property, nature has well set b th 
---of men's labour, and the conveniency of life: no ~In'se{xtent 
t ould subdue, or appropriate all: no1' could his eni·oym abo11r 

h II h . ent con sume more t an a sma part; so t at It was impossible t · 
man, this way, to entrench upon the right of another or a or ~ny 

h. If th . d. _c h. , cqu1re to 1mse , a property, to e pre1u ice \H 1s neighbour h' 
would still have room, for as good, and as large a possession•(; 0 

the other had taken out his) as before it was appropriated. rt 
d.d nf" , . IS measure I co me every man s possession, to a very moderate 

proportion, and such as he might appropriate to himself, without 
injury to anybody in the first ages of the world, when men were 
more in danger to be lost, by wandering from their company, in 
the then vast wilderness of the earth, than to be straitened for 
want of room to plant in. And the same measure may be allowed 
still, without prejudice to anybody, as full as the world seems. For 
supposing a man, or family, in the state they were, at [the] first 
peopling of the world by the children of Adam, or Noah; let him 
plant in some inland, vacant places of America, we shall find that 
the possessions he could make himself upon the n_ieasures w~ h~ve 
given, would not be very large, nor, even to this daf, pre1u~1ce 
the rest of mankind, or give them reason to complam, or think 
themselves injured by this man's encroachment, though the race 
of men have now spread themselves to all the corners of the world, 
and do infinitely exceed the small number [which] was ~t the 
beginning. Nay, the extent of ground is of so little value, without 
•labour that I have heard it affirmed, that in Spain itself, a man 
may b; permitted to plough, sow, and reap, without being ~is-
turbed, upon land he has no other title to, but.only his makmg 
useiof it. But, on the contrary, the inhabitants think themselves 
beholden to him, who, by his industry on neglected, and conse-
quently waste land, has increased the stock of corn, which they 
wanted. But be this as it will, which I lay no stress on; this I dare 

/ boldly affirm, that the same rule of propriety, (viz.) that every ·'\J,, man should have as much as he could make use of, would hold 
still in the world, without straitening anybody, since there is land 

·..y-- \fnough in the world to suffice double the inhabitants had not the 
' ~'\ , · nvention of money, and the tacit agreement of men to put a value 

'<;>" :-\, n it, introduced (by consent) larger possessions, and a right to 
them; which, how it has done, I shall, by and by, show more at large. 

{o:? r· Y" ;c/~ -..r--'}~ 
\(,! 0-L,'-' V 
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. h beginning, be re th~ desire of 
h. is certain, that dn dt ~ad altered the . ntrins1c value f 

37· r is than men nee e , h ·r usefulness to the life of man· . more d ly on t et l h. h having hich depen s on itt e piece of ye ow meta , w IC 
things, w d agree , t a~ a deca should be worth a ~eat 
or [men] ha without wastmg or f co!~; though men had a nght 
would k~P h or a whole heap o h one to himself, as much of 
piece of e~ ;e by their labour, eac. et this could not be much, 
to ap~ropr~~ n; ture, as he could u;;·the same plenty was still left, 
the things ejudice of others, whe_ d try To-which let me add, 
nor to th:1o would ~se the same ~~m~:lf by his labour, does not 
to those h appropnates land to ,. of mankind. For the pro-n t he W O h mmon stOCK-
t a but increase t e co f h man life, produced by one _ac~e 
l~s~en rving to the support o u to s eak much w1thm 
v1s1onslse d and cultivated land, areh! h Je yielded by an acre 
of enc ose than those, w ic A d 

s) ten times more, l . waste in common. n 
co~P=~ of an equal richness, y•;ias a greater plenty of the 
;ier:fo;e he, that_ encloses l~~c:;s, than he could_ have from a 
conveniences of hfe from te I be said to give nmety acres to 
hundred left to _nature, may tru y lies hi; with provisions ?ut ?f 
mankind. For his labour now ~upp duct of a hundred lymg_ m 
ten acres, whichh were t b~:~e ::;:ved land very low inhma~m~ 
common. I have ere ra e hen it is much nearer a u_n re 
its product but as ten to on~, whe wild woods and uncultivated 
to one. For I ask whether m t without any improvement, 
waste of America left to nature, ·111 yield the needy and 
tillage or husbandry, a thousand acres ~wn1ces of life as ten acres 

. • ny conveme II wretched mhabitants as m~ hire where they are we 
of equally fertile land do 10 Devons 

cultivated? d he who gathered as much of 
Before the appropriation of Ian , d ny of the beasts as 

. h t me as ma the wild fruit, killed, caug t, or a . ' bout any of the sponta-
he could· he that so employed his pams al them from the state 

, way to a ter , h neous products of nature, as any . f his labour on t e~ , 
which nature put them in, by pl~Cinf e: : : ut if they perished, in 
did thereby acquire a prop~iety 10 utse· i/ the fru its rotted, or _the 
his possession, without thetr due ' d . he offended againSt 
venison putrefied, before he could spef. to be punished; he 
the common law of nature, and was hiad no right, further than 
invaded his neighbour's share, for he a 



134 SECO N D T R EAT ISE 

his use called for any of them, and they might serve to ff, . 
conveniences of life. a ord hun 

38. The same measures governed the possession of I d 
whatsoever he tilled and reaped, laid up and made use 0 ;~;oo: 
it spoiled, that was his peculiar right; whatsoever he enclo;ed ore 
could feed, and make use of, the cattle and product was als~ 
But if either the grass of his enclosure rotted on the ground or ths. 
frui t of his planting perished without gathering, and laying u e 
this part of the earth, notwithstanding his enclosure, was still i~ 
be looked on as waste, and might be the possession of any other 
Thus, at the beginning, Cain might take as much ground as h~ 
could till, and make it his own land, and yet leave enough to Abel 's 
sheep to feed on; a few acres would serve for both their 
possessions. But as families increased, and industry enlarged their 
stocks, their possessions enlarged with the need of them; but yet 
it was commonly without any fixed property in the ground they 
made use of, till they incorporated, settled themselves together, 
and built cities, and then, by consent, they came in time, to set 
out the bounds of their distinct territories, and agree on limits 
between them and their neighbours, and by laws within them-
selves, settled the properties of those of the same society. For we 
see, that in that part of the world which was first inhabited, and 
therefore like to be best peopled, even as low down as Abraham's 
rime, they wandered with their flocks, and their herds, which was 
their substance, freely up and down; and this Abraham did, in a 
country where he was a stranger. Whence it is plain, that at least, 

great part of the land lay in common; that the inhabitants valued 
It not, nor claimed property in any more than they made use of. 
But when there was not room enough in the same place, for their 
h~rds to feed together, they, by consent as Abraham and Lot 
did (G · [ ' ·h _ene5is_ I 3 :5 -9]) separated and enlarged their pasture 
w ere 1t best liked them And f, h ' h. f th . · or t e same reason Esau went from 
3
::6(-B]~~• and his brother, and planted in Mount Seir (Genesis 

39- AJ:id thus, without supposing any private d . . d 
b: vpe;

0
a:el dthe world, ex~lusive of 

f . , nor anyone s property b d rom it; but supposing the world iven as i e ~a e out 
men in common, we see how labo~r Id t wkas to the_ c~ddren of 

cou ma e men d1stmct titles 

pROPE R'fY 
. wherein there could 

h ; r private uses, 
f · fort e.... 1 · 

arcels o it, room for quarre . consideration it may 
to sevdal bt of r ight, no e as erha s bef~r: able to overbalance 
be no ~r is it so stran tY of labour o u . e deed that puts the 

40- that th prope~ . F~bour oneconsider, what 
apJ'ear:XUUunitY o a everything; and diet la n~ed with tobacco, or 
the co f value on o an P a h land 
di~erene~::ce i~ he~::~~ ~~:rey; a;d i~, ::d~ee will 
t gar sown wit •"ithout any bus an akes the far greater part 
su ' mon, ... f 1 hour m · t I iJtg in com . rovement o a modest computation_ o 
{ind, that th\1%fnk it will be but t ves~ul to the life of ma~ mne 
of the valuedi products of the eart u if we will rightly estimate 
say, that of bee effects of labour: ni, st up the several expenses 
tenths are t come to our use, an ca_ to nature, and what to 
thiJtgs ahs the:,.hat in them is purelyfowh mg ninety-nine hundredths 
about t em, f d that in most o t em 
labour, we shall m , he account of labour. . han 
are wholly to be put obn : dearer demonstration of an~hhi~g•1:nd 

r . There cannot e . re of this, who are nc m . , 
sev!ral nations of the Amenc:f:e~ whom nature having furms~ed 
and poor in all the comforts o l 1 , . th the materials of plenty, i.e. 
as liberally as any other peop_ e, ~i dance what might serve for 
a fruitful soil, apt to p~oduce i~ a un nt of i:riproving it by labour, 
food, raiment, and delight; yet £°~ wa onveniences we enjoy: and a 
have not one hundredth part t e ch f eds lodges, and is dad 
king of a large and fruitful territory t dere e , 

· E Ian worse than a day labourer m ng I. b t trace some of the 
42. To make this a little dearer, et _us u I rogresses be-

. . f 1-c h gh their severa P ' . ordinary provis10ns o ue, t rou h they receive of their 
fore they come to our use, and see ho~ muc d loth are things of . d B ad wme an c , value from human m ustry. re • . h d "ng acorns, water, 
daily use, and great plenty, yet notwitd s1~ t a~d clothing, did 
and leaves, or skins, must be our brea ' r;"1 ommodities. For 
not labour furnish us with these more use u _ c than water and 
whatever bread is more worth than acorns, wi?e holly owi~g to 
cloth or silk than leaves, skins, or moss,_ tha~i\wod and raiment 
labour and industry. The one ?f these be~n~ thee ~ther provisions 
which unassisted nature furmshes us with• t h . h how much 
which our industry and pains prepare for ush w hic omputed he 
they exceed the other in value, when anyone at c ' 
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will then see, how much labour makes the far great · 
value of things, we enjoy in this world: and the :

st 
pan of the 

produces the materials, is scarce to be reckoned in round Which 
b 

. II f . . ' as any o most, ut a very sma , part o it; so little, that even a · ' r at 
land that is left wholly to nature, that hath no impromongSt us, 
pasturage, tillage, or planting, is called, as indeed it is ;ement of 
we shall find the benefit of it amount to little more than aS

t
eland 

Tfiisshows, how much numbers of men are to be pref:ot dng. 
I f d . . d h h . rre to argeness o om1mons, an t at.t e mcrease of lands {ha d )] 
ancl the nght employing of them is the great art of govern; s. 
And that prince who shall be so wise and godlike as by establis~n~ 
laws of liberty to secure protection and encouragement to t~ 
honest industry of mankind against the oppression of power an~ 
narrowness of party will quickly be too hard for his neighbours. 
But this by the by. To return to the argument in hand. 

4 3. An acre of land that bears here twenty bushels of wheat, 
and another in America, which, with the same husbandry, would 

, \ . .. do the like, are, without doubt, of the same natural, intrinsic 
; ', ~alue. But !et the benefit mankind receives from the one, in a year, 

~~o: / 1s worth five pounds and from the other possibly not worth a 
VI\ penny, if all the profit an Indian received from it were to be valued, 

,J{J. \, and sold here; at least, I may truly say, not one thousandth. 'Tis 
. '\ la?our then which puts the greatest part of value upon land, 

~II' ..\. without which it would scarcely be worth anything: 'tis to that 
_ r;J.~ we owe the greatest part of all its useful products: for all that the 

~

1::- straw, bran, bread, of that acre of wheat, is more worth than the 
product of an acre of as good land, which lies waste, is all the 
effect ?f labour. For ,'tis not barely the ploughman's pains, the 
reapers ~nd threshers toil, and the baker's sweat, [that] is to be 
counted mto _the bread we eat; the labour of those who broke the 
ox~{ whoddtgg~d and wrought the iron and stones, who felled 
an rame the timber employed about th I gh ·11 any other utensil h • h e P ou , m1 , oven, or 
from its being se~dwt icb are a vast_num?er, requisite to this corn, 

o e sown to its bemg d b d 11 be charged on the account of labo ID~ e rea ' must a 
that: r_iature and the earth furnish:d and received as an effect of 
m~tenals, as in themselves. 'Twould i:ly the almost worthless 
thmgs, that industry provided and made ua strange catalogue of 
of bread, before it came to our "f se of, about every loaf use, t we could trace them· . , iron, 

pROpERT Y 
1 fune doth, 

bricks, coa s, . 1' d 
tiJJ1ber, stone, d all the matena s ma e 

leather, _bark;ar, Jl1asts, ropes, ::e co[lllDodiries made _use 
wo'?d, _dfugs, ~•tc~hat brought any of art of the work, all which, 
dyetflf itl the ship, rkJJ1en, to any p long to reckon up. 
ose o anY of the ~~possible, a~ least :;t tho~gh the things of 
of b~d be alJJ10S hich it is evident, b b . master of himself, ·iw:4. frot1:1 all j:'coJJ1Jl10n, yet [llan J the : ~rons or labour of it) 

ture are grven . n erson, an . f property· and that 
na · at 0undat1on o ort 

. . h·mself the e w at e app ie to t supp 
bad still d up the great part ntion and arts had 11Dproved 
w ich ~art eof his being, when i;v;ly his own, and did not belong 
or conuo ·ences of life, was per ec 
th conven1 f rty . e JIUI10n to others._ b . ing gave a right o prope , 
in co Thus labour, in the er: e~ploy it, upon what was 
wh!:;ver anyone wa~ ple:sf ong while, the far greater pr, an~ 
conunon, which rema~nd ~akes use of. Men, at first, fort e mos 
is yet roore than mank1f . th what unassisted nature offered~o part, conten!~d themse ves w~ afterwards, in some parts of e 
their necess1nes: a~d thoug f o le and stock, with the use of 
world, (where the increase o pe J o of some value, the several 
money) ~a_d mad! s~rced::f ~heir distinct territories,_ and 
commurunes sett e t e oun d th rties of the private 
by laws within themselves, regulate e pro~e reement settled 
·men of their society, and so, by ~om pact :n :~ and the' leagues 
the property which labour and industry ega ,k" d ms either 
that have been made between several states a nd mg oh i' d . . . . ll 1 · d right to t e an m expressly or tacitly d1sowmng a c aim an . th • 
the others' possession have, by common consent, g~v~n rr heir 
pretences to their nat~ral common right, which ongma Y t ledy 

b · · ement sett e 
had to those countries, and so have, Y positive agre i f h 
a property amongst themselves, in distinct parts and parce s 

O
h~ 

earth: yet there are still great tracts of ground to be found, w ic 
(the inhabitants thereof not having joined with the reSt _of man-
kind, in the consent of the use of their common money) he waSte, 
an more than the peop e, w o . · do or can m ke 

se of, and so still lie in common. Though this can scarce happen 
amongst that part of mankind, that have consented to the use of 

.._ mo~ 
46. "'T;,,,h,-e_gr_ e_a-te_s_t_p_a_rt_ o~f ....,thi,..,_,....n_gs_ r_ea--ln-ly_ u_se-:fur-Tl-:-t-o-::th,-:-:::-eTh~f=-e -:::o~r man, 
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and such as the necessity of subsisting made th fir 
of the world look after, as it doth the Ame . st corrunoners 
generally things of short duration· such as ift ehricans now, are 

d b ill d ' , ey are n t sume y use, w ecay and perish of themsel . 
1 
° _con. 

and diamonds, are things, that fancy or agreem;~:·h~~hd, silver, 
value on, more than real use, and the necessary s Put the 
Now of those good things which nature hath pro~fdPod~ of life. 

h d . h h e in com mon, everyone a a ng t (as ath been said) to as m h · 
could use, and had a property in all that he could effec~~-h\~e 
labour: all that his industry could extend to, to alter from th it is 

h d . . hi H h e state nature a put 1t m, was s. e t at gathered a hundred bushels 
of acorns or apples, had thereby a property in them; they were his 
goods as soon as gathered. He was only to look that he used them 
before they spoiled; else he took more than his share, and robbed 
others. And indeed it was a foolish thing, as well as dishonest, to 
hoard up more than he could make use of. If he gave away a part 
to anybody else, so that it perished not uselessly in his possession, 
these he also made use of. And if he also bartered away plums 
that would have rotted in a week, for nuts that would last good 
for his eating a whole year, he did no injury; he wasted not the 
common stock; destroyed no part of the portion of goods that 
belonged to others, so long as nothing -perished uselessly in his 
hands. Again, if he would give his nuts for a piece of metal, pleased 
with its colour; or exchange his sheep for shells, or wool for a 
sparkling pebble or a diamond, and keep those by him all his life, 
he invaded not the right of others, he might heap up as much of 
these durable things as he pleased; the exceeding of the bounds of 
his just property not lying in the largeness of his possession, but 
the perishing of anything uselessly in it. 

4 7. And thus came in the use of money, some lasting thing that 
men might keep without spoiling, and that by mutual consent men 

'j would . take in exchange for the truly useful, but perishable 
supports of life. 

48. ~d ~s ~fferent~industrtlwere apt to give men 
possessions m d1ff erent proportions, so this invention of money J \ gave them the opportunity to continue and enlarge them. For 

j- supposing an island, sep~rate from all possible commerce with the 
\\ '- rest of the world, wherem there were b~t a hundred families, but 
\l}i- there were sheep, horses and cows, with other useful animals, 

139 

pitoPERTY dred thousand 
gh for corn for _ah~ because of its 

d land eno_u the island, eitte place of mo~ey: 
e frUits, a~ nothing in fit to supply t e his possessions 

wholesornrnaM', bu rishableness, there to enlar1e to its consum1:j 
tiriles ~~ess, or fJ anro~e hav; a plentiful sudpp or they coul 
coJlllll ason cou ·s f;UllilY, an . dustry pro uc~ ' hers? Where 
what:; the ~e ot~ their ov'; {~ommodities, wit~~~ valuable to 
t,eyo ·ther JJl w . h ble, use u . d scarce, an . sessions 

:::;orlf;~~ bo:J::~ :, r ~h~: :Stake, Fod .,(-, 
there is nd p there rnen . h never so ree hundred thousan 
be hoat~e~e it never ~ov:;~e'ten thousand d, J:11 stocked too whit~ 
of Jan ' t would a rna d cultivate , an . ca where he a 
1:';t.ceUe?Jt:~i~t~ fuland parts;!~: V:orld, to dra~ :t:.~f :-:.:1:::l' .;::h;~:~ct? !' : 0

::~;~~ ~::~d 
money to ~m we should see him ~vtha! would supply the 
the endos~g, ture whatever was 7or h 'm and h is family. 
conuno_n o na f lif; to be had there or i America, d more 
conve es_ h be . in all the worl was was an here 

husm t e · as mone 
:~ at is now; or no sue t m the use and value of mon~y 

: wn. Find out somet mg t a~ ll the same man will begm 
~t his neighbo~s, you s_ o: s see . 
presently to ~nlarge l~s p~ss~ssir b~ing little useful to ~e li\ of 

50. But smce go an si v~ , t and carriage, has its va ue 
man in proportion to food rai~:~e~f labour yet make~, in great 
only from th consent of . h eed to dispropor-
part, the meas e, it is plau~, that men ave ;t!; havin b a tacit 
tionateand h w a man may fairly 

consent found out a wa O t -
h h . 1 n use t e ro uc o ' ssess more lan e imse ca , hich ma 

. . . over lus o an si ver w rece1vm me ·1· 
. . . these metals not sp01 mg 

b.:.e :;o::a::.rd:;e::d:.:u:;.i.:P:..:W7'i=-=th::-o...,u""t"fm:=-J~utry:'.i::to--::an:::y~o::n::e;:1;:-Th' artage [division] 
orclecaymg in the hands of the possessor• is P d 
of things in an inequality of private possessions, men have ma e 

' · d · h mpact practicable out of the bounds of society, an wit out co . . , 
only by putting a value on gold and silver and tacitly agreem~ m 
the use of money. For in governments the laws r~gulate the r_1~ht 
of property, and the possession of land is determined by positive 
constitutions. 
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5 1 . And thus, I think, it is very easy to conceive without 
difficulty, how labour could at first begin a tit~e o~ property in:~ 
common things of nature, and how the spendmg It upon our uses 
bounded it. So that there could then be no reason of quarrellin 
about title, nor any doubt about the largeness of possession ! 
gave. Right and· conveniency went together; for as a man had a 
right to all he could employ his labour upon, so he had no 
temptation to labour for more than he could make use of. This 
left no room for controversy about the title, nor for encroachment 
on the right of others; what portion a man carved to himself, was 
easily seen; and it was useless as well as dishonest to carve himself 
too much, or take more than he needed. 

Chapter 6 
OF PATERNAL POWER 

52. It may perhaps be censured as an impertinent criticism in 
a discourse of this nature, to find fault with words and names that 
have obtained in the world: and yet possibly it may not be amiss 
to offer new ones when the old are apt to lead men into mistakes, 
as this of paternal power probably has done, which seems so to 
place the power of parents over their children wholly in the father, 

_,as if the mother had no share in it, whereas if we consult reason 
\ or revelation, we shall find she hath an equal title. This may give 
\ me reason to ask, whether this might not be more properly called 
parental power. For whatever obligation nature and the right of 
generation lays on children, it must certainly bind them equal to 
bot?. the concurrent causes of it. And accordingly we see the 
P?S~t1ve_ law of God everywhere joins them together, without 
distmction, when it commands the obedience of children 'Hon-
our thy ~ather and thy mother' (Exodus 20:12), 'Wh~soever 
curseth his f~ther or his mother' (Leviticus 20:9), 'Ye shaH fear 
e1ery man his mot~er and his father' (Leviticus 19:3), 'Children 0 dey your parents, etc. (Ephesians 6:1), is the style of the Old an New Testament. 

53. Had but this OnP ~h;n~ L__~ 
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