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BCSSE  -- Overview

What is BCSSE?
BCSSE collects data about entering students' prior academic and co-curricular experiences, as well as their 
expectations for participating in educationally purposeful activities during the coming college year.  BSC students 
entering fall 2021 completed their surveys as part of 2021 summer orientation.  Coordinated by faculty and 
researchers at Indiana University Bloomington. 

What does it show? 
BCSSE has common content for all students regarding their academic expectations and perceptions for the coming 
year and their experiences in high school. Examples include student expectations to work collaboratively with 
their peers, expectations to engage with faculty, perceptions of academic preparation, expectations regarding 
academic help seeking, and expectations about college support.

What is the point? 
The advising reports assist you in supporting your advisee’s integration into the Birmingham-Southern 
Community—socially and academically— so that you can help them craft a meaningful and purposeful academic 
and co-curricular plan, articulate and achieve their goals, and live a life of significance!



“Student engagement has two key components that contribute to student 
success. The first is the amount of time and effort students put into their 
studies and other activities that lead to the experiences and outcomes that 
constitute student success. The second is the ways in which the institution 
allocates resources and organizes learning opportunities and services to 
induce students to participate in and benefit from such activities. …If faculty 
and administrators use principles of good practice to arrange the curriculum 
and other aspects of the college experience, students would ostensibly put 
forth more effort. Students would write more papers, read more books, meet 
more frequently with faculty and peers, and use information technology 
appropriately, all of which would result in greater gains in such areas as 
critical thinking, problem solving, effective communication, and responsible 
citizenship.”

-Kuh et al. (2010). Student Success in College: Creating the Conditions that Matter. Jossey-
Bass.  P. 10. 



Twenty-nine institutions, interviewed 385 students, faculty, and staff. 
Identified four interlocking principles: 

1. Every student must experience genuine welcome and deep care.

2. Every student must be inspired to learn. 

3. Every student must develop a web of significant relationships. 

4. Every student must explore questions of meaning and purpose. 

“Every student must develop a  web of significant relationships. Many 
students may need to be coached and encouraged to take the initiative to 
build relationships with faculty, staff, and peers, whom they might initially 
view as intimidating and unapproachable. Institutional structures, like formal 
advising and mentoring programs, if done well, can serve as catalysts by 
helping students build strong foundations for growing networks of educational 
relationships, but a web of individual actors is also essential to help students 
believe they belong and can succeed.”  

-Felton and Lambert. (2020). Relationship Rich Education: How Human Connections 
Drive Success in College. Johns Hopkins UP. p. 17-18. 



Using Your BCSSE Student Advising Reports

The BCSSE First-Year Student Advising Reports identify the activities and experiences the 
student expects from the upcoming academic year. Reviewing these results can focus 
advising discussions with your students on ways to enhance their undergraduate 
experience and help them achieve success at your institution. 

Key concepts: integration (academic and social) 
proactive social adjustment 
challenge and support

Student Advising Report sample: https://tinyurl.com/mdu7uynp

Student Advising Status Report sample: https://tinyurl.com/59539y8t

https://tinyurl.com/mdu7uynp
https://tinyurl.com/59539y8t


Using Your BCSSE Student Advising Reports

→Look over your advising reports and status reports. Familiarize yourself. 

→With a partner near you, consider: 
• In what ways might you use the advising reports with your advisees?  
• How might the advising reports help you as advisor build rapport 

with and balance challenge and support for advisees? 

→ Share your ideas with the larger group.  
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Additional First-Year Student Respondent Characteristics
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How First-Year Students Expect to Spend
Their Time



How First-Year Students Expect to Spend Their Time



How First-Year Students Expect to Spend Their Time



How First-Year Students Expect to Spend Their Time



How First-Year Students Expect to Spend Their Time



Where First-Year Students Expect to Seek Help
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BCSSE Scales Snapshot

BCSSE Scales and their constituent items offer valuable information about distinct aspects of student 
engagement. The results below contain item- and scale-level results for your institution by student 
characteristics and by comparison with other institutions. Several of the BCSSE Scales correspond with 
NSSE Engagement Indicators, and all are scored in the same way—from 0 to 60.

The bar graphs below—grouped by the BCSSE Scales—represent the item-level results for your campus, 
with the corresponding scale score to the right (inside the circle). Below the BCSSE Scale score is the mean 
difference between your students' score and the mean score of students at other institutions.
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Entering Students and the COVID-19 Disruption

Your entering first-year students completed a tumultuous senior year in high school. Are you ready for their arrival on 
your campus? How has the past year shaped and formed their expectations and beliefs about college? Amid the 
uncertainty about this incoming class is a great potential to respond to their experiences and leverage institutional 
support. This year BCSSE included several pandemic-related questions specifically for first-year students. The results 
to these questions from your entering students are below. Use the filters above to dig deeper into how the pandemic 
has impacted groups of students. These results can be used to better inform your campus staff and faculty about the 
expectations and beliefs of your entering students.
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Thank you!

All data and presentation tables from BCSSE Qualtrics site unless otherwise noted

More information on BCSSE: https://nsse.indiana.edu/bcsse/index.html
More information NSSE: https://nsse.indiana.edu/nsse/about-nsse/conceptual-framework/index.html

https://nsse.indiana.edu/bcsse/index.html
https://nsse.indiana.edu/nsse/about-nsse/conceptual-framework/index.html

