
Verbs
Verbs describe an action (to jump), occurrence (to understand), or 

state of being (to exist). Verbs have these important characteristics: 

person, number, tense/aspect, voice, & mood.



Person and Number



Tense and Aspect
(in English)



Tense and Aspect
(in Latin)



Voice
Aelia writes letters. 
(active voice)

Letters are written by 
Aelia. (passive voice)Voice describes the relationship 

between the verb and the subject of a 
sentence. Is the subject acting or 

being acted upon?



Mood
Mood describes the mode or manner 
in which a verb is expressed. There 

are three moods:  indicative, 
imperative, and subjunctive

Aelia writes letters. 
(indicative mood = statement of fact) 

Aelia, write letters! 
(imperative mood = command) 

Aelia would write letters if she had 
more time. 
(subjunctive mood = possibility, wish, 
potential)



Principal Parts

N.B. Latin verbs have two stems: a present tense stem & a perfect tense stem. 

The present tense stem = the second principal part minus -re, e.g. dice 
The perfect stem = the third principal part minus -ī, e.g. dix.



Four Conjugations



Conjugation Identification
1) doceō, docēre, docuī, doctum: ________ 
2) optō, optāre, optāvī, optātum: ________ 
3) veniō, venīre, vēnī, ventum: ________ 
4) vincō, vincere, vicī, victum: ________ 
5) faciō, facere, fēcī, factum: ________
6) dō, dāre, dedī, dātum: ________ 
7) aspiciō, aspicere, aspēxī, aspectum: ________ 
8) careō, carēre, caruī, caritum: ________ 
9) conveniō, -venīre, -vēnī, -ventum: ________ 
10) legō legere lēgī lēctum: ________



Present Tense (Indicative Mood, Active Voice)

Present Active Indicative verbs combine the present stem (second 
principal part minus -re) with the endings: o, s, t, mus, tis, nt.



1st  
Conjugation

The following patterns exist for 1st 
conjugation verb principal parts:

-ō, -āre, -āvī, -ātum



2nd 
Conjugation

The following patterns exist for 2nd 
conjugation verb principal parts:

-eo, -ēre, -uī, -itum



VERBA (Unit Vocabulary)



3rd 
Conjugation(s)
N.B. The 3rd -iō Conjugation retains the 

-i- in the first person singular and the 
third person plural forms; neverthelss 

these are 3rd conjugation verbs 
because the infinitive ends in -ere.



VERBA (Unit Vocabulary)



4th 
Conjugation

The following patterns exist for 4th 
conjugation verb principal parts:

-iō, īre, īvī, ītum 



Translate the verb forms into English:
1) habēs: ______________________
2) habet: ______________________
3) iubent: ______________________
4) dīcit: ______________________
5) dīcimus: ______________________
6) audiunt: ______________________
7) vidēmus: ______________________
8) scrībō: ______________________
9) ostendit: ______________________



Translate these sentences into Latin:

1) They write letters to their sisters. 

2) The woman understands the anger of the gods. 

3) You see the riches of the city.



prōcūrātor: “governor” 
Africae: “of Africa” (Africa, Africae f.- Africa)
Carthāgo: “Carthage” (Carthāgo, Carthāginis f. - Carthage)
sapientium: “wise” (sapiēns, sapientis - wise)
etiam: “also”
faciō: “I make”


