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A Synopsis of Selected Court Cases Influencing Special Education

"Year Issue Judicial Decision
Brown v. Board 1954  Fducational Segregation of students by race ruled unconstitutional; children deprived of equal educational opportunity.
of Education segregation Effectively ended “separate but equal” schools for white and black pupils. Used as a precedent for arguing that
of Tepeka, Kansas children with disabilities cannot be excluded from a public education.
Hobson v. Hansen 1967  Classifying Abiiity grouping or “tracking” of students on the basis of nationally normed tests, which were found to be
students biased, held to be unconstituticnal. Tracking systems discriminated against poor and minority children, thus
denying them an equal educational cpportunity. Equal protection clause of Fourteenth Amendment violated,
Diana v. State Board 1970 Class placement Linguistically different students must be tested in their primary language as weli as in English. Students cannot
of Education be placed in special education classes on the basis of 1O tests that are culturally biased, Verbal test items to be
revised to reflect students’ cultural heritage. Group-administered 1Q tests cannot be used to place children in
programs for individuals with intelleciual disability.
Pennsylvania Association 1972  Right to education  State must guarantee a free public education to all children with inteflectual disability ages 621 regardless of
for Retarded Children degree of impairment or associated disabilities. Students to be placed in the most integrated environment.
v. Commenwealth Definition of education expanded. Case established the right of parents to participate in educational decisions
of Pennsylvania affecting their children. State to engage in extensive efforts to locate and serve (“child-find”} all students with
inteflectual disability. Preschool services to be provided to youngsters with intellectual disability if lacal school
district serves preschoolers without disabilities.
Miils v. Board of Education, 1972 Right to education Extended the Pennsylvania decision to include all children with disabilities. Specifically established the
District of Columbia constitutional right of children with exceptionalities to a public education regardless of their functional level,
Students have a right to a “constructive education” matched to their needs, including specialized instruction,
Presumed absence of fiscal resources is not a valid reason for failing to provide appropriate educational services
10 students with disabilities. Efaborate due process safeguards established to protect the rights of the child,
including parental notification of pending initial evaluation, reassignment, or planned termination of special
services.
Larry P. v. Riles 1972, Class placement A landmark case parallel to the Diana suit. African-American students could not be placed in classes for children
1979 with mild intellectual disability solely on the basis of intellectual assessments found to be culturally and racially
biased. The court instructed school officials to develop an assessment process that would net discriminate
against minority children. Failure to comply with this order resulted in a 1979 ruling that completely prohibited
the use of 1Q tests for placing African-American students in classes for children with mild intellectual disability.
Ruling applies only to the state of California.
Lau v. Nichols 1974  Equal educational A milestone case in the field of bilingual education. A U.S. Supreme Court ruling that noted “there is not
opportunity equality in freatment merely by providing students with the same facilities, textboaks, teachers, and curricuium,
for students who do not understand English are effectively foreclosed from a meaningful education.” Decision
significantly affected the education of culturally and linguistically diverse learners. Although the Court did
not stipulate a specific method of instruction for non-English-speaking or fimited-English-speaking pupils,
it did require schools to offer special language programs if schools were to confer equal educational
opportunity.
Tatro v. State of Texas 1980  Reiated services U.5. Supreme Court held that catheterization qualified as a related service under PL 94-142. Catheterization was

not considered an exempted medical procedure, because it couid be performed by a health care aide or school
nurse. Court further stipulated that only those services that allow a student to benefit from a special education
qualify as related services.

{continued}
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reimbursement

Case Year Issue Judicial Decision

Board of Education of the 1982  Appropriate First U.5. Supreme Court interpretation of PL 94-142. Court addressed the issue of what ecnstitutes an

Hendrick Hudson Central education "appropriate” education for a student with hearing impairments making satisfactory educational progress.

School District v. Rewley Supreme Court ruled that an appropriate education does not necessarily mean an education that will allow for
the maximum possible achievement; rather, students must be given a reasonable opportunity to learn. Parents’
requests for a sign language interpreter, therefore, were denied. An appropriate education is not syncnymous
with an optimal educational ‘experience.

Daniel R.R, v. State Board 1989 lass placement Fifth Circuit Court of >_uvmm_m held that a mmmﬂmmmﬁmn class was an mbbﬂo_u:mﬁm t_mnmq_mi for a student with

of Education Down syndrome. Preference for integrated placement viewed as secondary tc the need for an appropriate
education. Court established a two-prong test for determining compliance with the least restrictive environment
{LRE) mandate for students with severe disabilities, First, it must be determined if a pupi can make satisfactory
progress and achieve educational benefit in the general education classroom through curriculum modification
and the use of supplementary aids and services. Second, it must be determined whether the pupil has been
integrated to the maximum extent appropriate. Successful compliance with both parts fulfills a school's
obligation under federal law. Ruling affects LRE cases in Leuisiana, Texas, and Mississippi, but has become a
_um:n_.::m% decision ﬂoq other Ezwa_oﬁ_o:w as Em: .

Oberti v. Board of 1982  Least restrictive Placement in a mm:mﬁm_ education classroom with mm_ut_m%:m:ﬁmé aids and services must be offered to a student

Fducation of the Beorough environment with disabilities prior te considering more segregated placements. Pupil cannot be excluded from a general

of Clementon Schoal education classroom soiely because curriculum, services, or other practices would require modification.

District A decision to exclude a learner from the general education classroom necessitates justification and
documentation. Qmm::o__n_m_ preference for educational integration established.

Cedlar Rapids Community 1999  Related services u.s. mrﬁﬁmﬁm Court expanded and clarified the concept of related services. Affirmed that intensive and

School District v. Garret F. continuous school health care services necessary for a student to attend school, if not performed by a physician,
quaiify as related services.

Schaffer v. Weast 2005  Burden af proof AUS. mctﬂm_.am Court E_:._@ magammm_:m the issue of whether the Umﬂm:: v or school district bears the burden
of proof in a due process hearing. The specific question before the Court was whether the parent(s), acting on
behalf of their son or daughter, must prove that their child’s individualized education program (IEP) is
inappropriate or whether the school district must prove that the 1EP is appropriate. The court ruled that
the burden of proof is placed on the party seeking refief.

Arlington Central School 2006 Recovery of fees At issue in this U.S. mcvﬂmﬂ:m Court case is whether Umqmsﬁm are able to recover r the _u«o_mmmm_o:& fees of an

District Board of Educaticn educational consultant {lay advocate) who provided services during legal proceedings. The Court rulad that

v. Murphy parents are not entitled to reimbursement for the cost of experts because only attorney fees are addressed
in __u_m>

Winkelman v. Parma City 2007  Parental rights One of the more mwm:: ficant m:v_\mBm Court ﬂc::m_m The Oo:ﬂ _u< unanimaous <oﬁm affirmed the :@E of Hom?o.:ﬁm

School District to represent their children in IDEA-related court cases. Ruling seen as an expansion of parentai involvement and
the definition of a free appropriate public education. Decision also interpreted to mean that IDEA conveys
m:moﬂnmm_u“m rights to parents as well as their nr__aﬂm:

Forest Grove School 2009  Tuition A mc_uwmam Court decision _3<o_<_3m tuition reimbursement for a student with 1 mmﬂ:_zm disabilities and attention

deficit _._<Uman:<_€ disorder as well as depression who was never declared eligible for a special education and
never received services from the school district. Parents removad their child from school and unilaterally enrolled
the child in a private school. Subsequently, they sought reimbursement from the school district for expenses. In a
6-3 decision, the Court found that IDEA authorizes reimbursement for private special education services when a
public school fails to provide a free and appropriate education and the private school placement is appropriata,
qmm_ma_mmm of whether the m:._&m:w _uﬂm<_0cm€ ﬁmnm_<ma wUmm_m_ chnmﬂ_O«_ services m:u_.: the Ucv__n mnroo_.

Source: >Qmﬂ;ma from R. Omw@c_o and J. Kilgo, An Introduction to Young Children with Special Needs, 4th ed. (Belmont, CA: gmawéoqwr\ﬁmnm_mmm Learning, MD._N: pp. 29-30.
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