


Warm up

= How many couples in your family have divorced in
the past year? In the past 10 years? The past 20?

= Qverall, do you think the divorce rate in America in
the past 20 years has been declining or increasing?
Why?




144 years of marriage and divorce in the U.S.
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Social Influences on Divorce

Cultural change.

Cohabitation.

Women and men’s employment.
Age at entry into union.

Race and ethnicity

Social class

Silver divorce




Cultural Change
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= Commitment versus
personal well-being or
fulfillment.

= Shift toward concerns of
family as the private
matter versus public
concern.




Cohabitation

Individualistic type of union than is marriage.
Largely unregulated by law.
When it starts and when it ends are solely up to the partners.

Either of the partners can end the relationship at any time
without taking any legal action.

Commitment to each other is understood to be limited.




Men and
Women's
Employment

= When husbands do not earn a

steady income, marriages are
subject to higher divorce risk.

Employment could raise the
likelihood of a breakup since
women are capable of supporting
themselves.



Age at (15Y) Marriage

Figure MS-2
Median age at first marriage: 1890 to present
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses, 1890 to 1940, and Current Population Survey, Annual
Social and Economic Supplements, 1947 to 2014.

Rising age at marriage
IS an important reason
for the declines in
divorce over the past
few decades.




Previous Cohabitations or Marriages

Divorce Facts
Servings per marriage 42-45%

= Early cohabiting unions or
marriages are precipitated

by an unplanned pregnancy. Divorces per:
1st Marriages
= Pre-union birth raises the 2nd Marriages
likelihood of dissolution. 3rd Marriages
Average:
= Those who divorced once Age 30

are likely to do it again Years before remarriage 3
Divorces perhour 100

https://www.mckinleyirvin.com/family-law-blog/2012/october/32-shocking-divorce-statistics/




Race and Ethnicity

Divorce Rates

Asian-American families are

particularly stable, divorcin

African Americans have

higher rates Of marital a ab;u: h~al°' the rate of other
AMericans.

separation than most racial-

ethnic groups.

Discrimination and unequal
access to jobs and income
may be the reasons for the
higher divorce rates of
African Americans.
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Educational
Attainment

5 . Bl Less than Il High school Some Bachelor's
. H Ighel’ edUCatIOH 1.0 high sfchool dip?loma college degree
delay the age of os L 0.78
first marriage 0565
2 06
i 5 0.49
Education 8 | 0w o#
attainment is
associated with =
stability of income 0.0 " .
. SOURCES: CDC/NCHS, National Survey of Family Growth, 2006-2010. Tables 5 and 6 in this report.

COl |ege |S a place Figure 5. Probability that a first marriage will remain intact (without disruption) for 20

years among women and men 22-44 years of age by education: United States, 2006-2010

to meet a future
spouse




Socloeconomic Status

Figure 5. Share of Adults Age 18-55 Who Have Ever Been Divorced, by Class
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Silver Divorce I1s on the Rise
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Discussion: Why Divorce?




THE 10 MOST COMMON
REASONS PEOPLE
GET DIVORCED

Marrying for
1 money

2 Lack of
individual
identity

Becoming lost
in the roles

4 Not having a
shared vision
of success

5 The intfimacy disappears

DIVORCE OPTIONS
SAN DIEGO

If you think that sexual infidelity is the leading cause of divorce,
you’ve got it all wrong. We polled over 100 YourTango experts to
see what they say are the top reasons married couples decide
to split, and—believe it or not—communication problems came
out on top as the number one reason marriages fail. Here are
some other culprits our experts blame for the high divorce rate.

Inability to
resolve conflicts

Different
priorities

Being out

of touch...

literally

Finances

2 L

6 Unmet expectations

Why Get Married?

Percent saying each is a very important reason to marry,
by marital status

93%
Love Q MARRIED
84

lifelong
commitment 74

comoen- 20, | I -
ianshipﬁ, 63

Having
children

o'e
Financial ﬂ
stability

Asked of married and unmarried se parately, r=1,306 for married ard 1,385 for unmamed.
Pew Ressamch Canter

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2013/02/13/love-and-marriage/

https://divorceoptionssandiego.com/reasons-for-divorce/



How Divorce Affects Children

In general, Child-re_r__)_ do not benefit from their parents’ divorce.
Must go through the ehrﬁb'tiQnaI adjustments after breakup.

Must cope with continuing, bitter conflict between their parents.
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Most children do manage to cope without long-term problems.
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Child Custody

Who will have responsibility and where will they live?

Legal custody: Right to make important decisions about the children and the
obligation to have legal responsibility for them.

Physical custody: Right of a divorced spouse to have one’s children live with
one.

Joint legal custody: Both parents retain an equal right to make important
decisions concerning their children.

Joint physical custody: Arrangement whereby the children of divorced
parents spend substantial time in the household of each parent.



Contact

Nonresident fathers and their children
Uninvolved fathers.

Neither had seen their child nor paid any child support in the past year.
Involved fathers.

Had seen their child weekly or more often in the past year and had also paid
some child support.

Somewhat involved fathers.

Had seen heir child in the past year but less frequently than weekly and/or had
paid some child support in the past year.




Figure 12.2: Involvement of Nonresident Fathers with Their
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Economic Support

Many fathers fade from their children's lives because they
cannot or will not contribute to their children’s support.

Custodial mothers are hit hard economically when they end a
relationship with the fathers of their children.

Do not receive child support.
Incomes tend to drop sharply.
Single-father families have been growing.

Single fathers tend to have higher incomes than single
mothers.




Economic Support

Between 1980 and 2018, the number of single-father families
increased from 690,000 to 2.1 million.

18 percent of single-parent families are now headed by men.

19 percent had incomes below poverty line in 2016.




Received full amount

Received anything

Awarded and supposed
to receive support

All mothers with children,

father living elsewhere

20%

32%

45%

100%



Y Gradebook Is
good now!




Spring Breaklll No classesl|

Divorce, Remarriage and Stepfamilies

Wiley 15 &

Check-in

Chua 9, 10, 11,
12

Journal #3

Health and Family
Exam &2

Wiley 13 &

Check-in

Chua 14, 15, 16

Exam#2

Children, Parenting and Cultures

Wiley 18 &

Check-in

Chua 17, 18, 19

Journal #4

Old People and Families

Wiley 19 &
Chua 20, 21, 22,

Check-in

Work and Family

Chua 23, 24, 26,
28, 29, 30, 31, 32

Check-in

Journal #5

Exam#3

Honors Day. No class|

Chua 33, 34,
coda

Exam #3

S-noon

Book Review
(due by noon)




Coming next...

Journal #3 due today by midnight
Exam 2 next Thursday in class

Cumulative but focus on race, social class, domestic violence and
divorce

Short answer questions on topics of domestic violence and divorce
10 multiple choices / true/false questions, 2 from previous chapters

40 minutes closed-book exam on Moodle




= No need to extend our answers

= Concise and clear

About the quizzes
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Remarriage

Figure 1. The Remarriage Rates of Men and Women Aged 15 and Older, 1950-2017
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Source: NCFMR analyses of Vital Statistics of the United States, 1950; Monthly Vital Statistics Reports 1960, 1970,
1980,1990; US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2008-2017




IN IT, TOGETHER.

CoLUMBIA

........... HRON SONY LAt NETFLIX

= JUNE 18




