
Coming next… 

 the last quiz: next Monday on chapter 16- social change 

 Journal #4-“sociological me” due this Wednesday by midnight

 Social movement project due next Monday by midnight 

 Final exam at 9AM on May 16th

 We will have a final exam study session next Monday 



Education 
Chapter 10



Warm up: 

Things You Have Learned at School

Social Norm / Value How did you learn it? When did you learn it ? 

Kindergarten 

high school 

College 



What Is Education?
 Education is the 

process by which a 

society transmits 

knowledge, values, 

and expectations to 

its members so they 

can function in 

society. 



What Is Education? Functions

 Schooling serves a number of important functions for 

society. 

 The transmission of knowledge

 Learning to follow society’s rules and respect authority

 Being socialized to develop other qualities that will 

eventually make people efficient and obedient workers



Functions of Education-

Transmission of Knowledge 

https://www.wilsonlanguage.com/early-learners-rise-and-shine/

https://www.wilsonlanguage.com/early-learners-rise-and-shine/


Functions of Education-

Transmission of Values, Beliefs, and Attitudes 

 The nonacademic and less overt socialization functions of 

schooling are called the hidden curriculum.

 The term hidden curriculum describes the values and 

behaviors that students learn indirectly over the course of 

their schooling because of the educational system’s 

structure and teaching methods.



What Is Education? Inequality



Affirmative 

Action 

 A set of policies that 

grant preferential 

treatment to a number of 

particular subgroups 

within the population –

typically, women and 

historically 

disadvantaged racial 

minorities. 



Discussion: Preference Policies at the

University of Michigan  

 Does this process seems reasonable as a way to get a diverse and 

highly talented incoming class of students? Why or why not?

 Does it significantly advantage or disadvantage some students? 

Explain.



Discussion 

Questions: 

 Why did you choose to 

attend college? 







The Rise in Educational Attainment



Boom of Higher Education

 Functionalists : demands of the marketplace 

(industrialization) 

 Conflict theorists: expansion of the educational; symbol of 

elite status



Activity: 

Pay Off My Student Loan 

 How much student loans you will own by the time you 

graduate? 

 Google search the average salary of the job you may get in 

your dream city after college 

 Calculate: how many years you will be able to pay off the 

debt? (please consider the cost of living in the city) 



https://www.shrm.org/hr-today/news/all-things-work/pages/pandemic-takes-a-toll-on-workers-

without-college-degrees.aspx



Gaokao (National Higher 
Education Entrance 

Examination): 
How one exam can set 

the course of a student’s 
life in China





Discussion: Compare the Two Systems 

 How do these two different college admission systems impact 

inequality? 


