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Warm up

▪ How many couples in your family have divorced in 

the past year? In the past 10 years? The past 20? 

▪ Overall, do you think the divorce rate in America in 

the past 20 years has been declining or increasing? 

Why?  
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Social Influences on Divorce 

• Cultural change.

• Cohabitation.

• Women and men’s employment.

• Age at entry into union.

• Race and ethnicity

• Social class 

• Silver divorce 
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Cultural Change

▪ Commitment versus 

personal well-being or 

fulfillment.

▪ Shift toward concerns of 

family as the private 

matter versus public 

concern.
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Cohabitation

▪ Individualistic type of union than is marriage.

▪ Largely unregulated by law.

▪ When it starts and when it ends are solely up to the partners.

▪ Either of the partners can end the relationship at any time 

without taking any legal action.

▪ Commitment to each other is understood to be limited.
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Men and 
Women’s 

Employment 

▪ When husbands do not earn a 

steady income, marriages are 

subject to higher divorce risk.

▪ Employment could raise the 

likelihood of a breakup since 

women are capable of supporting 

themselves. 



z

Age at (1st) Marriage 

▪ Rising age at marriage 

is an important reason 

for the declines in 

divorce over the past 

few decades.
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Previous Cohabitations or Marriages 

▪ Early cohabiting unions or 

marriages are precipitated 

by an unplanned pregnancy.

▪ Pre-union birth raises the 

likelihood of dissolution. 

▪ Those who divorced once 

are likely to do it again 

https://www.mckinleyirvin.com/family-law-blog/2012/october/32-shocking-divorce-statistics/
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Race and Ethnicity

African Americans have 

higher rates of marital 

separation than most racial-

ethnic groups.

Discrimination and unequal 

access to jobs and income 

may be the reasons for the 

higher divorce rates of 

African Americans.
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Educational 
Attainment

▪ Higher education 

delay the age of 

first marriage 

▪ Education 

attainment is 

associated with 

stability of income 

▪ College is a place 

to meet a future 

spouse 
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Socioeconomic Status 
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Silver Divorce is on the Rise 
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Discussion: Why Divorce? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDFdroN7d0w



https://divorceoptionssandiego.com/reasons-for-divorce/

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2013/02/13/love-and-marriage/
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How Divorce Affects Children

▪ In general, children do not benefit from their parents’ divorce.

▪ Must go through the emotional adjustments after breakup.

▪ Must cope with continuing, bitter conflict between their parents.

▪ Most children do manage to cope without long-term problems.
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Child Custody

▪ Who will have responsibility and where will they live?

▪ Legal custody: Right to make important decisions about the children and the 

obligation to have legal responsibility for them.

▪ Physical custody: Right of a divorced spouse to have one’s children live with 

one.

▪ Joint legal custody: Both parents retain an equal right to make important 

decisions concerning their children. 

▪ Joint physical custody: Arrangement whereby the children of divorced 

parents spend substantial time in the household of each parent.
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Contact

▪ Nonresident fathers and their children

▪ Uninvolved fathers. 

▪ Neither had seen their child nor paid any child support in the past year.

▪ Involved fathers. 

▪ Had seen their child weekly or more often in the past year and had also paid 

some child support.

▪ Somewhat involved fathers.

▪ Had seen heir child in the past year but less frequently than weekly and/or had 

paid some child support in the past year.



Figure 12.2: Involvement of Nonresident Fathers with Their 
Children, 1976 and 2002 

▪ Source: Amato, Meyers, & Emery, 

2009.

▪ Access the text alternative for slide 

images.
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Economic Support 

▪ Many fathers fade from their children's lives because they 

cannot or will not contribute to their children’s support.

▪ Custodial mothers are hit hard economically when they end a 

relationship with the fathers of their children.

▪ Do not receive child support. 

▪ Incomes tend to drop sharply.

▪ Single-father families have been growing.

▪ Single fathers tend to have higher incomes than single 

mothers.
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Economic Support 

▪ Between 1980 and 2018, the number of single-father families 

increased from 690,000 to 2.1 million. 

▪ 18 percent of single-parent families are now headed by men.

▪ 19 percent had incomes below poverty line in 2016.



Figure 12.3: The Child Support Pyramid

▪ Award and receipt of child support payments to women with children under 

the age of 21 living in their households who have fathers living elsewhere, 

2015. (Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2018a).

▪ Access the text alternative for slide 

images.
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Gradebook is 
good now! 
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Coming next… 

▪ Journal #3 due today by midnight 

▪ Exam 2 next Thursday in class 

▪ Cumulative but focus on race, social class, domestic violence and 

divorce

▪ Short answer questions on topics of  domestic violence and divorce

▪ 10 multiple choices / true/false questions, 2 from previous chapters

▪ 40 minutes closed-book exam on Moodle  
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About the quizzes 

▪ No need to extend our answers

▪ Concise and clear 
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Stigmas against Stepmoms 
(stepfamilies) 
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Remarriage 




