
Recordings 
and 

The Music Industry



1877 - Thomas Edison Invents the Phonograph

-Records sound on a cylinder

-Sound Writer
            
            phono (sound)    graph (write)



1887 Emile Berliner developes the Gramophone

-records on a flat disc

-inspiration for The Grammy Awards



Peter Goldmark invented the LP or long-playing record format. William Paley, the owner of CBS Radio and 
CBS Records wanted to introduce this format which would play for 23 minutes and had better sound quality. He 
met with RCA executive David Sarnoff. Sarnoff refused, then later agreed to manufacture an LP record player.



Tape Recorders came out of German recording experiments during WWII

Ampex Corp. built a high-quality tape recorder

Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing - 3M - perfected plastic tape for recording



8-track tape

Popular from the mid 60’s to mid 70’s

Developed by Ampex, Ford, General Motors, Motorola and RCA Records



Cassette Tape

Developed in Hasselt, Belgium

Released by Phillips in 1962

Recordable



1979 SONY introduces the Walkman personal stereo

sonus is latin for sound



CD

The compact disc was co-developed by Phillips and Sony 
and released in 1982



MP3 

Technology was developed in 1999 by Michael Robertson 

Apple introduces iPod in 2001 then iTunes in 2013, which would be the beginning of the death of record stores



File Sharing - The peer-to-peer distribution of copyrighted material on the internet without the copyright 
owner’s permission.

Napster was a software-sharing program that skyrocketed into popularity in 1999 allowing computer users to 
download music on the internet for free

Metallica vs. Napster - In April 2000, Metallica sues napster for copyright infringement. 
  Napster is eventually ordered to shut down

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIFeNVKcHcU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deqzMx9eYN8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIFeNVKcHcU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deqzMx9eYN8


Podcasts

Launched in 2005 by Slate editor Michael Kinsley

S - Town

https://stownpodcast.org/chapter/1

https://stownpodcast.org/chapter/1

