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Singe dance cgfnes igffo being only win it iff performgfd, thate
is anofier varighle to fe considered he c)foreograpfier ngfds
techniffally prgfficient ferformers. Igfa pa lel casefa spefker
needdl to usef blend Ff precise worfs and gfear syntag, well gnun-
ciafld and #hrased; fie can lose gfgreat iga by pogfr for ation
afl mumPling delifery. The sagf® is trugfof dancefind itsgnedium
& expgfssion—mgvement. Ingfact, dafficers wigll sensifvity and
oncefl do moreffhan folloyfa dance’ff form. Jfiey alsgffenrich t
projfttion desigfied by gfe choreogpgapher. deally, ghe chorglg-
rafher furnishel the mfvement desiffn, igfficates itsgfpurpogf an
flen assumes the dagfers will be emow@hally as well§ nicali§
able to commufhicagfl the significance of the work.

“WHAT'S IN A NAME?"’

Sometimes significance can be conveyed in a title, for titles
and, in some cases, program notes are a means of identifying a
dance for both the choreographer and the observer. Sometimes a
word or phrase will arise during the choreographic process. More
often the choice of an inevitable and perfect title for the dance
comes after an exhaustive search of words, even as final decisions
are made about the movement. In any event, titles and program
l:lOteS should develop out of the materials the choreographer is work-
mg.with, and rather than describe the action, these words should
excite a curiosity about it. In “Robe of Shadow,” choreographed as

a Master’s thesis, Shizuko Iwamatsu used the following lines trans-
lated from an ancient Noh play:
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** The sadness of autumn is infinite
Voice of the wind and jabber of insects
What tragic woman was I

What tragic woman was I

The autumn flowers wither

The sounds of the insects fade

The voice of the wind in the pines is lonely
The sadness of autumn is infinite."

As the dance uses movement to evoke a dynamic image, so the
title may use a poetic image to give promise of what will come.
The following titles illustrate this suggestive quality:

“Ruins and Visions” Humphrey
*“Dark Meadows” Graham
“Dark Elegies” Tudor
“OpusS1” Weidman
“Root of an Unfocus”’ Cunningham
“8 Clear Places™ Hawkins
“Totem" Nikolais
“Acrobats of God™ Graham
““And Daddy Was a Fireman”’ Weidman
“Village of Three” Nikolais
“With My Red Fires” Humphrey
“Pillar of Fire” Tudor
““Here and Now with Watchers” Hawkins

“Tossed as It Is Untroubled”

Cunningham



