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Background/history
● The heisman trophy is annually awarded to the most outstanding college football player whose performance best 

exhibits the pursuit of excellence with integrity. 
● the winners of the trophy epitomize great ability combined with diligence, perseverance, and hard work. 
●  The first award was given in 1935 to jay berwanger from the university of chicago. The award was originally named the 

DAC trophy named after the downtown athletic club. However in 1936, following the death of legendary player and coach 
John W. Heisman, the trophy was renamed in honor of his innovATION and contribution to football strategy. In the decades 
since it was created, the Heisman Memorial Trophy has become more than an award. 

● its bestowal is a defining moment in the career of a college football player, when he is invited to join the ranks of the 
elite fraternity of Heisman Trophy winners. 

● To this day, the Trophy remains a national symbol of collegiate football experience, prowess, and competitiveness, 
awarded annually to an athlete designated as the Outstanding College Football Player in the United States.



community
● There are multiple layers to the overall heisman community. 
● You have the players who have won the trophy before, with their role being to continue to be ambassadors for the sport, 

many of which do so by starting their own foundations to help certain charities and issues they see in their communities. 
● You have the Heisman trust who consists of ten trustees who all serve for free. Their mission is to ensure the 

continuation and integrity of the award. The Trust also has a charitable mission  as well. 



Group impact
● The biggest impact the heisman community makes is through the heisman trust’s charity mission.
● that mission is to support amateur athletics and to provide greater opportunities to the youth of  the 

country. through these charitable endeavors they want the Heisman Trophy to symbolize the fostering of a 
sense of community responsibility and service to our youth, especially those with special needs.

● The people that they impact are extremely Grateful as this provides a huge help to anyone they are able to 
assist. They donate money towards their charities and the charities can use it however they deem necessary.

● Occasionally they will help hold an event for a charity.
● the Heisman Trust has come to donate more than $10 million to worthwhile charities that provide greater 

opportunities for disadvantaged and special needs youth.



Heisman Trust charities 

● The trust works with a number of different charities 
● They work with well known charities and orgANIZATIONS such as american red cross, boys and girls club, SPECIAL OLYMPICS, 

AND MORE
● THEY HAVE AN IMPACT IN THE GREATER BIRMINGHAM AREA AS THEY WORK WITH UAB COMPREHENSIVE Cancer center
● As well as supporting several former heisman winners charity organizations like the tim tebow foundation, mark ingram 

foundation, tim brown foundation, among others.  



To what extent does this group enable a life of significance 

● The fund seeks to make sports programs that offer educational services widely available to disadvantaged and special 
needs youth, regardless of their athletic ability. These programs also help young people learn respect, compromise, 
persistence, teamwork, good sportsmanship, and the pursuit of excellence with integrity.

● These are key characteristics to living a life of significance 
● I have found that the group does a great job in executing their mission statement 
● They support amateur athletics greatly and provide greater opportunities to the youth of the country. through these 

charitable endeavors they ensure the Heisman Trophy symbolizes the fostering of a sense of community responsibility and 
service to our youth.

● In addition to what the trust does, a lot of winners go on to create their own charities and continue to give back to their 
own communities years after they’ve won the award.



reflection

I selected this community because i was talking to my dad about different communities to pick from and he mentioned the heisman 
community. He knew i wanted a sports focused topic and he thought it would be a suitable community. Researching my topic was 
fairly easy as i got most of if not all information necessary straight from the heisman website. I have always been familiar with 
the heisman winner and the process that selects the winner. As well as the impact the winner has on the college sports 
community. But what i learned was that there is a whole trust dedicated to helping other people, specifically youth sports 
academies for disadvantaged and special needs youth. It has not changed my thoughts on lives of significance at all if anything it 
has strengthened my beliefs and has given me more motivation to help in this area. It has inspired me to not only pursue 
excellence within my own life and passions but to empower others to do the same. God gives us gifts to live a full life, but those 
gifts are also meant to be shared with others and we can exemplify christ through those gifts. 


