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Coming next… 

• Discussion forum will close tomorrow by NOON 

• Discussion session will take place on Thursday AFTER exam 1

• Exam 1: Thursday 9:30-10AM. Please bring your electronic device that 
can be connected to internet. 



Race, Ethnicity and Families 
02/28



Warm up: “ What is your race?”

• In the next two slides, you will see questions regarding your racial 
identity. Please write down the answers. 







Warm up: “ What is your race?”

• In the next two slides, you will see questions regarding your racial 
identity. Please write down the answers. 

• Have you ever been frustrated by questions that require you to select just 
one racial or ethnic group to describe yourself or family member? 

• How should people define the entire household? 



Outline 

• Racial-ethnic groups 

• African American families (black deaths matter)

• Interracial dating & marriage 

• Multiracial children 



Race? Or Ethnicity? 



Racial-Ethnic 

• Racial-ethnic groups are People who share a common identity and whose 
members think of themselves as distinct from others by virtue of:

• Ancestry.

• Culture.

• Physical characteristics.

• Shared identity is reinforced by the way members are treated by 
outsiders.



Constructing Racial-Ethnic Groups 

• Racial-ethnic groups are social creations that reflect cultural norms, 
social inequality, and political power.

• Groups can be redefined, or new ones can be created as circumstances 
dictate.





Constructing Racial-Ethnic Groups 

• Asian American: Individual living in the United States who comes from or 
is descended from people who came from an Asian country. 

• Includes people from ______ different countries. 

• Differ in language, religion, alphabet, and physical features.

• No overall Asian category in 2020 Census.



Activity: Japanese alike Chinese? 

• Languages 

• Religion 

• Food 



Constructing Racial-Ethnic Groups 

• Hispanics: People living in the 
United States who trace their 
ancestry to Latin America.

• Category was added to the 
census in the 1970s.

• Constituted 16.3% of the U.S. 
population in the 2010 census.



Discussion: “Umbrella” Category 

• What are the problems of the use of “umbrella” racial-ethnic group 
designations such as “Hispanic” and “Asian”? 







Constructing Racial-Ethnic Groups 

• United States is structured around five racial-ethnic groups. 

• African Americans.

• Hispanics.

• Asian and Pacific Islanders.

• Native Americans.

• Non-Hispanic whites.



“Whiteness” as Ethnicity?

• Do non-Hispanic whites have an ethnicity?

• Whiteness is not an inherent characteristic of people.

• Most are descendants of European immigrants.

• Is ethnicity supposed to be exclusively used for minority groups?



African American Families

• Economic ups and downs during last half of 20th century and the first two 
decades of the 21st century had a profound effect on these families.

• Significantly impacted less-educated blacks.

• Men and women were reluctant to marry.

• A sizeable group of prosperous African Americans has emerged since the 
1960s. (the rising middle-class) 



Marriage and Childbearing

• Marriage.

• Marriage rates have declined after the 1950s.

• Likelihood of ever marrying has dropped much more for African Americans than for 
whites.

• May play a lesser role in African American families than other families.

• Childbearing outside of marriage.

• 70 percent of African American children are born to unmarried mothers.

• Racial gap in nonmarital childbearing is narrowing.
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Table 5.1: Indicators of the Decline of Marriage among African Americans and Whites

Indicators of the decline of marriage African Americans Whites

The % of young women who will ever 
marry has fallen more for African 
Americans than for whitesa

88% in 1950s
51% in 2010s 

95% in 1950s 
84% in 2010s 

The % of children born to unmarried 
mothers has risen for both African 
Americans and whitesb

38% in 1970
70% in 2016 

6% in 1970 
29% in 2016 

The % of family households with 
children headed by one parent has 
risen for both African Americans and 
whitesc

36% in 1970
59% in 2017 

10% in 1970 
27% in 2017

• aRodgers & Thornton, 1985; Martin, Astone, & Peters (2014). 

• bU.S. National Center for Health Statistics, 1995, 2018a. 

• cU.S. Bureau of the Census, 2018a. 
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Figure 5.2: Percentage of Families That Were Headed by a Married Couple, by Family Income, for 
African Americans and Whites, 2016

• Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2017.



Read & Discuss (p406, 412, 413)

• What is the central argument of this 
article?

• How can you use the stress model to 
explain the relationship between race 
and health & wellbeing? 

• Please use the following pathways to 
explain the how parent loss in early life 
may impact health at later life  
differently between black & white. 

• Phycological pathway

• Behavior pathway

• Social pathway 
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Class Evaluation

• Thank you very much for your feedback! 

• About quizzes… 

• About PPT… 

• About simulations… 





Discussion





Multiracial Children & Transracial Adoption 

• What are the challenges the multiracial children may have to face?

• Some say that transracial adoption is easing the racial tension in the US. 
Others believe the opposite. What do you think? 


